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ABSTRACT 


This study examines the editorial reaction of the 
Alberta press to the adoption of compulsory military service by 
Canada during World War I. Conscription with its attendant issues-- 
the failure of volunteer recruiting, coalition, Union government, dis- 
franchisement, the election of 1917, and the cancellation of exemptions 
for farmers' sons--has often been viewed as a reason for the disillu- 
sionment of western Canadians with the traditional political parties 
fopewine the war. The political shift evident in the federal election of 
1917 and later in the federal and Alberta provincial elections of 1921 
support this view. It was the conscription issue which split the Liberal 
party and resulted in the formation of a pro-conscriptionist Unionist 
party which defeated the Liberals in the federal election of 1917. 

On the basis of those elected in the 1917 federal election 
one might conclude that the west was solidly behind the Union govern- 
ment. With the exception of one constituency, Alberta returned Union- 
ist members in 1917. Nevertheless, when one looks at the actual votes 
cast the picture changes, especially when the War-time Elections Act 
and the Military Voters Act are considered. Elections in the early part 
of the twentieth century, as today, were fought in part through the mass 
media. In 1917 the principal medium was the newspaper. This study 
examines the changing attitudes of daily and weekly newspapers in 
Alberta to recruiting, the war effort, conscription, coalition and other 
related issues. All of Alberta's daily newspapers have been examined 


in detail and ninety-two of the weeklies then publishing in the province 
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have been located and examined. The unique position of Frank Oliver's 
Edmonton Bulletin as one of the few remaining pro-Laurier dailies in 
English Canada makes this paper a natural focal point for this study. 
This study employs a large amount of source material to illustrate the 
various positions taken by segments of the Alberta press. It provides 
a synthesis of views as expounded by the Alberta press and outlines 


their position on issues related to the conscription crisis of 1917. 
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PREFACE 


This study rests upon an understanding of the nature of 
the Alberta press and the political background of the more influential 
papers in the province. Historians have noted the contributions of 
great western newspapermen during this period when newspapers 
played a vital role in informing and guiding the public. Certainly most 
students of western Canadian history are familiar with the contributions 
of John W. Dafoe and the Manitoba Free Press. Although some will be 
familiar with Frank Oliver and the Edmonton Bulletin, many of the 
editors and publishers of other major newspapers in Alberta are not 
well-known. Therefore, an understanding of this study will be enhanced 
by a brief account of the nature of the Alberta press during the First 
World War and a look at some of tne more prominent people who edited 
and published newspapers in the province. 

inglholi there were seven 11 oetta dailies publishing in 
the province. These were the Edmonton Bulletin, the Edmonton Jour- 
nal, the Calgary Albertan, the Calgary Herald, the Lethbridge Herald, 
the Medicine Hat Times and the floundering Calgary News-Telegram 
which in 1917 became the Calgary Canadian and shortly thereafter dis- 
appeared from the ranks of Alberta's daily newspapers. Of these the 
Edmonton Bulletin which commenced publication as a weekly on Decem- 
ber 6, 1880, has the distinction of being the first published newspaper 
in Alberta. The career of its editor and publisher was to be a long 
one, both as a newspaperman and a politician in Canada. 


Frank Oliver, born Francis Robert Oliver Bowsfield in 
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Perth County, Ontario adopted his mother's maiden name when he went 


to work on the Toronto Globe at the age of twelve. He came west in 


1873, working for the Manitoba Free Press before moving to Edmon- 
ton and starting the Bulletin in 1880. The Bulletin became a daily in 
1882 and was a leading advocate of Liberal policy in western Canada 
during the war period. Oliver's political career began in 1883 when 
he was elected to the North West Territories Council. He was subse- 
quently elected to the Territorial Legislative Assembly and the Parlia- 
ment of Canada. Emerging as a staunch Laurier Liberal, he served as 
Minister ‘of *the Interior *“in’Waurier"scabinet from ‘1905 to'1911.° Inthe 
1911 political shift he moved into opposition with Laurier and used his 
parliamentary and editorial skills to denounce Robert Borden and his 
Conservative government. Although his paper remained a pro- 
conscription daily throughout the war, Oliver did not join the ranks of 
the Unionist movement but ran as a Laurier Liberal in the federal 
election of 1917. He was defeated by W. A. Griesbach in a close race 
decided by the military vote. After the election Oliver continued to 
oppose the Borden government and contested Edmonton West, his old 
seat, in the 1921 election but lost out to the Progressive candidate. 
His newspaper continued to fight the Liberal cause even after his death 
in 1933 until it was eventually purchased by the Southam interests 
through the Edmonton Journal. 

Politics and papers mixed well in Alberta and another 
example of this direct affiliation is found in W. A. Buchanan, founder 
atid fediLor jor tires cthbnidee ierald: | Buchanan, after a varied career 
as a newspaperman in Ontario, moved to Lethbridge and established 


the weekly Lethbridge Herald in 1905. The Herald became a daily in 
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1907 and reflected the politics of its editor and publisher by supporting 
Une aiberal party. After a brief career-as Alberta's first provincial 
librarian in 1907, Buchanan concentrated on publishing his newspaper 
until 1909 when he was elected to the Alberta Legislature and appointed 
Maintster without Portfolio in the cabinet of A.C. Rutherford. Within 
a few months he withdrew from the cabinet due to differences over the 
government's railway policy but retained his seat in the provincial 
legislature until 1911 when he resigned in order to enter federal poli- 
tics. Inthe federal election of that year he was elected to the House 
of Commons as a Liberal member for Medicine Hat. He and his paper 
continued to support Laurier until the conscription crisis of 1917, 
when Buchanan joined the coalition movement as a pro-conscriptionist 
Liberal and carried the Herald with him into the Unionist camp. In 
the conscription election of 1917 he successfully ran as a Unionist 
candidate. He announced his intention of running as a Liberal candi- 
date in the 1921 election but later withdrew from the contest. 
Buchanan's Herald was not the only Liberal daily in the 
province to slip into the Unionist fold. The Calgary Albertan and the 
Medicine Hat Times, which were traditionally strong Liberal papers, 
became active supporters of the Unionist movement. The transfer of 
the Albertan was not surprising as its editor, W. M. Teeter a 
successful Liberal candidate in the provincial election of June, 1917, 
had led an intensive campaign for coalition government since the 
beginning of 1917. The other Alberta Liberal and pro-Laurier daily, 
the Calgary News-Telegram, later the Calgary Canadian, remained a 
Liberal journal but was of little consequence as it was overshadowed 
by its Calgary contemporaries the Calgary Albertan and the Calgary 
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Herald. 
Indeed, Calgary was the traditional base for the Conserv- 

ative orientated press in the province and the Calgary Herald, a 
Southam paper by 1917 under the editorship of J. H. Woods, retained 
its position as the leading Conservative daily in the province. The 
Herald, established in 1883, passed through a series of hands until 

J. H. Woods took over as managing director and editor in 1907. The 
paper had obtained its Conservative attitude from its former owner, 
John J. Young, who in turn had bought out his partner, C. A. Magrath, 
a Conservative of some prominence in the province and the individual 
whom W. A. Buchanan later defeated in the federal election of 1911. 
Woods arranged for the sale of the paper to the Herald Publishing 
Company of which the Southam family owned 51 percent, Henry Watson 
26 percent and Woods 33 percent. Watson was a banker friend of the 
Southams who helped to finance Woods' share of the company. Woods, 
in attempting to maintain a moderate and slightly independent editorial 
policy, upset the Southams particularly when prominent Calgary Con- 
servatives threatened to establish another paper which would give the 
Conservative party greater support. The Herald and Woods eventually 
moved toward a more Conservative attitude but not before he had 
threatened to resign and had pointed out to the Southams that he had 
succeeded in purchasing control of the Edmonton Journal and the Leth- 
bridge News, the only other Conservative journals Gf any standing in 
the province. 

In 1912, the Southams bought into the Journal and the 

News. The Lethbridge News had bzen converted to a daily by Woods 


but it failed to compete successfully with Buchanan's Herald and in July 
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of 1913 it reverted to a weekly and ceased publication in December of 
that year. Lethbridge Conservatives approached the Southams to con- 
tinue publication but were informed that if they wanted a charity, they 
could pay for it themselves: This Ter the Calgary Herald'and the 
Edmonton Journal, both controlled by the Southams and J. H. Woods, 
as the leading Alberta Conservative dailies during the war years. In 
addition to the Southams and J. H. Woods, other prominent Albertans 
held shares in the Edmonton Journal. Two of the oe a notable ones 
were Wi AY Griesbach and CC. AT Magrath. Woods and his papers 
supported Borden and the Conservatives and converted to the Unionist 
attitude only after it became accepfable to the Conservative party 
generally. J. H. Woods was selected to head a group of Canadian news- 
papermen who toured Great Britain and the front in 1918 at the invita- 
tion OL they British government. 

All Alberta dailies, either through editorial partisan- 
ship or ownership were involved in party politics during the war period 
and suffered through the difficulties of the period of political realign- 
ment necessitated by the formation of the Unionist party based upon its 
pro-conscriptionist views. The weekly press, although many were not 
actively involved in politics, did have some outstanding examples of 
partisanship as well. The Camrose Canadian, for example, was owned 
by George P. Smith who was first elected to the Alberta Legislature as 
a Liberal member in 1909. Following the transfer of the Premier, 

A. L. Sifton, to federal politics in 1917, Smith was appointed Provincial 
Secretary, the only new cabinet member in the Stewart government. 
Smith retained ownership of the Canadian throughout the war period, 
selling it in 1922. Another Albertan of note was the president of the 
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company which published the Olds Gazette, Duncan Marshall, a former 
provincial cabinet minister who was returned as a Liberal candidate in 
the provincial election of 1917. 

The attitudes of some of the editors of frontier weeklies 
toward the conscription crisis and the coalition movement were 
shaped by personal experiences related to the war. A number of these 
editors had volunteered for military service soon after the war began. 
Some, like John Mackenzie of the Strathmore and Bow Valley Standard, 
had employees carry on their business until they returned. Mackenzie 
enlisted in the 89th Battalion in 1915, went to France in 1916 and was 
severely wounded at Vimy Ridge. W. J. Huntingford sold the Lloyd- 
minster Review in August of 1914 and upon his discharge from the army 
in 1916 located at Wainwright and managed the Star until 1920 when he 
purchased it. Others, like J. A. Caswell of the Red Deer News, had 
all of their sons serving overseas during the war, The attitudes of 
these people to the conscription issue and the coalition Cerone: were 
shaped by their personal experiences as well as the usual political con- 
siderations. 

It is impossible in the space of this preface to examine 
the background of all of the weeklies and their publishers and editors. 
However, the reader may ascertain the political viewpoints of the vari- 
ous Alberta newspapers discussed in this study by consulting the table 


in Appendix ITI. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Conscription, one of the controversial issues of Cana- 
dian history, is usually discussed within the context of English-French 
relations in Canada.! While extensive examination of the French- 
Canadian position has been undertaken, studies on the subject as they 
apply to English Canada have been somewhat limited. Investigations 
in English Canada have tended to concentrate on the anti-French views 
of Ontario, largely ignoring this issue in other parts of Canada. 

the importance of conscription as 4 contributing factor 
to the turmoil of the post-war period, both in federal and provincial 
politics, is well recognized by Canadian historians. Particularly in 
the Canadian west, where conscription with its attendant issues--union 
government, the disenfranchisement of aliens, and the cancellation of 
exemptions for farmers' sons--is viewed as a major reason for the 
total disillusionment with the traditional parties among western Cana- 
dians following the war. 

Senator Norman Lambert, ina review of Professor 
W.. lu. “Morton's I ie Progressive Party in Canada, insisted that the 
years from 1917 to 1923 were vital to the history of western Canada 


"because they marked an era of active political revolt against national 


Conscription remained a contentious issue for Cana- 
dians following World War Il. See J. Li. Granatstein, “ ‘Strictly on 
its Merits': The Conscription Issue in Canada after 1945,'' Queens 
Quarterly J nbx xX iy No. tapaSummers,1972y,),192-206. 
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policies which had prevailed for nearly two generations. "2 Professor 
Morton pointed out that the major political concern of the western 
agrarians, tariffs, was overwhelmed by ''the passion and hysteria of a 


wartime election, "' 


an election which had conscription as its central 
issue. > 

It is, of course, possible to ascertain how westerners 
voted in the election of 1917. Many historians on the farmers' lack 
of success at the polls as a reflection of the excitement over conscrip- 
tion and the nationalism which was exhibited by western Canadians who 
supported the Union government. They view the defection of the Lib- 
erals to the Unionist fold as destroying the Biberal party machinery in 
the West and the subsequent failure of the Union government to fulfill 
the expectations of the agrarian population as the principal reasons for 
the loss of faith in the traditional parties among western Canadians. 
The success of the U. F. A. in Alberta and the Progressives federally 
in 1921 would certainly suggest that this analysis is correct. 

If this is true, more attention to the divisive role of 
conscription in western Canadian politics is necessary. It was the con- 
scription issue which split the Liberal party and resulted in the forma- 
tion of the pro-conscription Unionist party. It was the failure of the 
Unionist government to live up to its promise of exemption from com- 


pulsory service for farmers' sons which helped to destroy further the 


ae Frank Steele, Prairie Editor (Toronto: The Ryer- 
son Press, 1961), p. 106. 


| 3W. L. Morton, The Progressive Party in Canada 
(Toronto: University, of. foronto Press, 196) p.. 49. 
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faith of the agrarian population in the Union government. 

On the basis of those elected in the 1917 federal election 
one must conclude that the west was solidly behind the Unionist govern- 
ment. However, if one looks at the actual votes cast, the picture 
changes somewhat, especially when the War-time Elections Act and 
the Military Voters Act are considered. 7 

Elections in the early part of the twentieth century, as 
today, were fought in part through the mass media and in 1917 the prin- 
cipal medium was the newspaper. The purpose of this thesis will be to 
examine the press of one province, Alberta, and to describe the reac- 
ton Oi tho Seapa pers, tovtne conseription issue. 

With the ‘exception of one constituency; Alberta returned 
Unjonist members in 1917. “litwas this province thatseconsiderably 
exceeded the quota of men and money which had been set for her. 6 Met 
imuthis province as in Otners, (the strong traditiondliparties were 
destroyed by conscription and its attendant issues. We will be tracing 
the change in attitudes in the Alberta press toward compulsory military 
Setvicevas the war progressed. 

Since the controversy over the Military Service Act 
Occurred primarily in LOl7, the Selection of newspapers has been 
largely limited to those publishing in Alberta in that year. All of 


Alberta's daily newspapers from 1917 will be examined in detail and 


4Roger Graham) riour Meishen.. Vol. 1: the Door of 
Opportunity (1 oronto:, Clark, Irwin & Co. Utd. , 1960), p. 193: 


See Appendix I. 
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oo of the weeklies then publishing in the province have been 
located and ih be utilized in this presentation. 

The principal dailies, the Calgary Albertan, the Calgary 
Herald, the Edmonton Bulletin, the marionton Journal, and the deth ~ 
bridge Herald have been examined for the whole war period and will 
provide the bulk of the source material for this thesis. The unique 
position of Frank Oliver's Edmonton Bulletin as the major pro-Laurier 
daily in the province following the split in the Liberal party over con- 
scription, makes this paper a natural focal point fon our consideration 
of tne aren press and the conscription crisis during World War I. 

ihe shift of other important Liberal dailies, notably the 
Calgary Albertan and the Lethbridge Herald, from Liberalism to Union- 
ist will also be examined. The politically orientated weeklies tended to 
follow the lead of the large Liberal and Conservative dailies in the | 
province although there were a pot exceptions. Many weeklies did not 
Bee opinions on conscription; those that did so along with the provin- 
cial daily press, engaged in a long and complicated discussion of the 
' provision of adequate reinforcements for the Canadian armed forces. 

While it may seem relatively easy to isolate conscription 
in one's mind, the acre was not that simple. The question was not 
only whether there would be compulsory military service or not, but 
whether was it necessary or desirable. Who should be called up first? 
How should it be produced? Should certain classes be exempted ? 
Would areas with poor recruiting records be Bey eee tre at the same 
rate as other areas? These and similar questions were debated in the 
Alberta press when ane necessity of introducing a draft law was 


announced by Premier R. L. Borden. The debate over conscription 
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resulted in the creation of a new party dedicated to the implementation 
Giithe Military Service Act. “the ereatton of the Unionist party and its 
election to power in 1917 was closely followed in the Alberta press. 
some of the methods used by the De ratte ae to win that election were 
questioned in the press, particularly the measures related to the sol- 
diers' vote, and the partial enfranchisement of women and the disen- 
franchisement of aliens. Conscription and the issues surrounding it 
were widely discussed and debated in the Alberta press during 1917 and 
1918. Papers considered the issue important enough to change their 
political allegiance in order to get on with the prosecution of the war. 
In order to understand these changes, it is necessary to trace the atti- 
tudes of these papers during the voluntary years of the Canadian war 
effort. Much of their early discussion centered around the loyalty of 
certain segments of the Canadian population and general support of the 
war effort in Canada. While some of this discussion may at first 
appear unrelated, it is necessary to develop these attitudes in order to 
understand what happened to the newspapers of Alberta during the con- 


seription°ertsis! 


~, eee, stredlA oat nif 
ataw soltaels ted? alw ot 3 
-loa ‘sxit o botaiox es1uasode ¢ 


-neaib ads bits samow to ear ae 


4 yiibnuorwe esuezs odd bas woktal eae pire 
bes TI@i gniawb eastg siqodiA od? ai boisdeb bus boeauoaib et 


tied! sgrndo oF Aydons tnsirogmi syeei ora botablenos 8 soe 
ew od) to noliyseeotg of? dtiw nao Jeg of tab10 a sonaigelis vn 
-iite afd sontt of yrheeouen at HN ,2egnedo sep, basiatebay of rebro al 7 
t3” asibsensD edi to eteoy yininuloy oi prized pisgag ae Fs l 
to yHisyol sd? bavows betolnys norest ¥vetb ynee tiads 10, do 
afi? to Proqquwe Insortsy bas noite luqog nsibgasd edd to einomges mistian 


teril is yao notaeuseib eidd to orice vil W -sbaas2 mut trols 25W , ‘ 
] 4 : 


ia 


o? tebro ar eobuiisin o¢ eont qoleveb ot ywseeooun at ff botale ray Lids 2 
~909 acl? gnitob stiediA to etsqeqewon ai! of bsasqqsd Ianw) Peery 
| -sia n> noigit 


CHAPTER I 


CONSCRIPTION NOT REOUIRED 


During the summer of 1914 the Alberta press followed 
the news of the anticipated war closely and reported that the Canadian 
Cabinet was discussing preparations for war at a meeting in Ottawa. 

On the evening of August 4, 1914, following a brief supper recess, the 
ministers of the Canadian government were continuing their discussions 
of war preparations. Prime Minister Borden later recalled that the 
mecting was interrupted at 8:55 p.m.; when the: “teleyram arrived 
announcing that war had been declared. "l Canada was at war. The 
British declaration left no decision to the constituent parts of the Brit- 
ish Empire. The Canadian cabinet reacted at.once by issuing an Order 
in Council which summoned Parliament on the 18th of August. 2 Parlia- 
ment met on that date and passed all of the Orders in Council issued by 
the government prior to the emergency session 'and then proceeded to 
pass all of the measures which the government proposed concerning the 
war. Both in Parliament and in the country as a whole the cause of 
Great Britain was viewed as Canada's own. 

Indeed there is little question as to the initial reaction of 
Canada and its people to the war. Both French- and English-Canadians 


were enthusiastic about participation in the war. This unanimity would 


Loy. Borden, ed., Robert Laird Borden: His Memoirs 


(‘Eoronto; Macmillan Co. of Canada Iitd=>, Toop peer ge umes on 


Ibid. 


: a 


- — " “eu Ay, _ - ae Bey 
bewellot 2 oes ee ipl 1a. 98 ya 


cigitiansd, ont tras boron 
ewes1O wb apiissoy s Ie. saw 


ad? ,»seo7eT taqque betrds disvietine yh ne 


‘ 
— “- ph 

id bse pee 

gooieeuneib tient gaivnitnos siaw Jnomiats | 
ed3 tadd? beliscst t9%ei cabietl yoteiaiM srs enon 


bevizia mistgales’ ant nedw. . ig ee 8-5, 6 at 


ott  16w te aawisbsasd |" poysioeb arts FAY 
-1i278 ody io ajtsq inavifienas st at acne ‘on tie 
sabrO as goiverr yd sore 76 batsnsia tonidséd sie oe 


-aenin = depgu®-to dB b editvae terorsits ot bancrmtinse 


yf havaei lionwoD: mi, exeb1O 919 To {bs hseasna bre sin snide aa 
o} bobsesong Hodd bas noress2 yurey Ts cs ndtv od rong dnsnmreowon gat 
at YaINtaDRES badoqeag jeosdiirovoy uid pinlw -o1wensae siti to-die atiag i . 


ons slodw s @n ytinues gal ar bie vosnaitehine ted ow 
wo s'abacsD 2s bawsiy nines ae 


io noisseot Isidimt aif? of 8m wotteonp sifil ab sted) boebely 


es shh asts2 - ae bas -donss? die .4ew ont of, sigosq iesionleg 


bivow ytirdtionne eidT «egw TEN ES notisqiszijteg tvods: 


ahiogieM., 


later split along party and racial lines but in 1914 there was ''no doubt 
in Canadian minds that Britain's cause was just and that it was the duty 
of the Dominions to support the mother country with every means at 
their hands.'"'2 The Rowell-Sirois Report would later conclude 


that: ''Canada had never before seen such a demonstration of national 


5 


unity. "4 While other sources? referred to pacifist feelings and doubts 


about the war among certain groups, these opinions were rarely 
expressed openly and for ''some time the solidarity of national senti- 


ment'' in support of the war effort ''was the dominant feature of Cana- 


116 


dian life. 

The national press supported the war. Headlines 
across the country carried the news and early editorials declared open 
support for Britain. It has been suggested, however, that the reasons 
for their support varied. 


The Conservative press, as a whole supported 
immediate aid to the Empire, urged the outstanding 
loyalty of Canada to British institutions and Imperial 
connection, emphasized the many reasons for helping 
Great Britain in this hour of trial, dealt with the 
possible dangers which menaced the United Kingdom 
itself and Canada as an integral part of the Empire. 
The Liberal press led by the Toronto Globe, clearly 
enunciated the doctrine that when Britain was at war 
then Canada was at war and then passed to the basic 
point that the struggle in Europe was one of autocracy 


3m, H. Armstrong, The Crisis of Quebec, 1914-18 
(New York: Columbia University Press, 1937), p. 56. 


4Donald V. Smiley, ed., The Rowell Sirois Report 
(Toronto: McClelland and Stewart Ltd. , 1967), pe Or 


>J. Castell Hopkins, The Canadian Annual Review: 1914 
(Toronto: The Annual Review Publishing Co. Ltd., 1915), pp. 138-42. 
(Hereinafter referred to as Cc. A. R. , 1914, etc.) 


Osmiley, p. 110. 
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against liberty, of the iron ideals of militarism against 
the democratic ideals, of universal peace and to the 
fact that Canada's place was beside the champions of 
ireedom. 

The Wifieredce between the views of the Conservative 
and the Liberal press was only in emphasis, but the distinction was 
important. The Conservative press declared that Canada was fighting 
lirst.ior tne Empire and then ior British ideals of peace and princi= 
ples of liberty. 18 The Liberal press, on the other hand, described 
Canada as ''fighting for the liberties and peace of the world and, inci- 
dentally, for the British Empire of which the Dominion was a part. "9 
The English language press, led by the Toronto papers, declared that 
it was Canada's duty to fight. The Globe, the Star, and the World 
urged support of the war. 10 The French language press, with the 
exception of Le Devoir, immediately expressed similar opinions as to 
the cause of the allies and the necessity of Canada coming to the aid of 
the mother; countryoin-this emengency. 11 Most reflected the following 
comment of La Patrie which hailed the spirit of the Entente Cordiale in 
Canada by declaring, ''There are no longer French Canadians and Eng- 
lish Canadians. Only one race now exists, united by the closest bonds 
in a common cause. ''!4 Initially Le Devoir had been somewhat ambig- 
uous in its reaction; however, Bourassa clarified the nationalist posi- 


tion in an editorial on August 29 when he declared) that, “without a 
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doubt, it is natural for any Canadian to wish ardently for the triumph 
of the Anglo-French arms. nl3 Eyen Bourassa wholeheartedly 
endorsed Britain's entry into the war on the side of the allies. 14 


The enthusiasm of the national press was reflected and 


supported in the pages of the provincial papers. In Alberta the Cal- 


gary Herald announced that, ''Canadians stand as one man in their sup- 
port of the war. n15 While noting the excitement in Calgary, the 
Edmonton Bulletin commented on ''the patriotic fervor in western 
Canada" and declared that the announcement of the war had resulted in 
the "wildest night in Edmonton's history. 16 
When the war broke out, a provincial Liberal conven- 
tion was meeting in Calgary. The 500 delegates present decided that 
partisan politics should be abandoned in the face of the crisis. A 
motion by Dr. Michael Clark declared that: 
In the presence of the extraordinary crisis 
facing the’ Empire all matters of party controversy 
be temporarily suspended and that we pledge our- 
selves to support the Flag of the Empire with the 
whole moral and material resources of Canada. 17 
The Calgary Conservative organ did not question the 
actions of the Liberal convention, although it did inquire why the B.C. 
Liberals, who were also in convention, found it necessary to passa 


similar motion. !8 The Herald reported the action of the Alberta Lib- 


erals and declared that the Herald would support the government of 


te eos, pucust 29, 1917, quoted in Armstrong, p: 77. 


1 41h id. l5Herald, August Of 1914). p. 6, 
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Alberta until peace was restored. 19 This declaration of support for 
the provincial Liberal government did not extend to national politics 
nor to its Liberal+contemporaries.. 

While political animosity was receding, at least momen- 
tarily, among the Alberta press the Calgary Herald continued to place 
the blame for the inadequacies of Canada's naval policy on the failure 
of the Liberal Senate to approve of Borden's naval policy. 20 The 
Borden government had attempted to make a direct contribution to the 
British navy by providing the Imperial government with funds for the 
construction of three dreadnoughts. The legislation passed the House 
of Commons but was defeated in the Liberal dominated Senate. The 
Calgary Herald had earlier contended that the defeat of Borden's naval 
bill by the Senate was ''solely responsible for the degradation of Canada 
in the eyes of the whole world. ''¢! 

The Bulletin suggested that the responsibility for the 
inadequate Canadian naval preparations lay with the Borden government 
and its failure to adopt Laurier's naval policy which had advocated the 
construction of a Canadian squadron of cruisers. 

The emergency has really occurred and what- 

ever else it may or may not have shown it has forced 
the Borden Government to admit that the proposal to 
construct squadrons of cruisers, torpedo boats and: 
submarines for the defence of the Canadian coasts was 
based on a correct conception of what would be Canada's 


foremost need and duty in the circumstances. 


The Bulletin constantly referred to the naval forces of 


19Herald, Augwet 6, 1914,. a., oh 


a 


20Ipid., August 1, 1914, p. 6. lipid. 


22pulletin (Rdimonton);, August 7, 1914. p. 4. 
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Australia and New Zealand which were present in the Pacific while 
pointing out that Canada had no equivalent force there. 23 

While most Canadian daily newspapers reacted to the 
war initially by curbing their criticism of the government in the inter- 
ests of national unity and the war effort, the Edmonton Bulletin was 
among the national dailies which remained strongly opposed to the 
federal government and certainly remained the most vehement oppo- 
nent of the federal government among the Alberta Liberal dailies. 
Although it supported the war effort, the Bulletin as leader of the Lib- 
eral papers in the province often questioned the government's war 
preparations: 

| Premier Borden says Canada was prepared for 
war, the deputy heads of departments having prepared 
a ''war book''. In common fairness he should have 
added that the naval department also prepared a_very 
valuable brochure on ''Fish and how to cook it". 

The remainder of the Alberta press also supported the 
war with the exception of Der Herold, an Edmonton newspaper pub- 
lished by W. Krankenhagan and H. Becker which maintained a pro- 
German stand until it ceased publication. 25 The Edmonton Journal 
and the Calgary Herald protested the stand taken by Der Herold and 
provoked the Edmonton Bulletin into a defence of the local German 
population. 26 The Bulletin accused the Calgary Herald of playing pol- 
ae aws 


itics and exercising ''a spirit of vengeance against local Germans. 


23Ibid., September 14, 1914, p. 4; February 4, 1916, 
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The matter was*discussed: on the floor of the: provincinlohouse:but ia 


formal motion ''for the suppression of the newspaper known as The 


Alberta Herald" and for ''the prosecution of those guilty of the crime 
of treason or sedition in connection with the publication thereof'' was 
defeated by a party vote. 28 Premier Sifton and the Liberal government 
took the position that it was the responsibility of the ''Federal Govern- 
ment and the Militia Department'"' to deal with such cases. 29 

The discussion surrounding Alberta's alien population 
provided interesting editorial material for the duration of the war. 
According to the 1911 census there were 36,852 Germans and 26, 427 
Austro-Hungarians in the province out of a total population of 
374, 663.39 The press, as well as the population generally, did not 
launch any immediate attack upon the people of enemy origin in Canada 


atatherstaritcok thei av aire 31 


Statements in the press tended to be rational 
in their approach. The Calgary Herald ''admitted that our Austrian 
and German fellow citizens are law abiding and peaceably disposed"' 
and asked ''how we could justify harsh treatment of them with accepted 
Britisti® practice*the world"over 32 Nevertheless, the Herald soon 
reversed its position and applauded the dismissal of city employees of 
enemy origin. 
It is absurd that the city should be voting funds 
and the citizens subscribing to support the families of 
OuL Or weorle Dritrerere wile these toreipners Were in 


steady employment by the city; under conditions devel- 
oped by the war such a state of affairs is intolerable. 


28Ipid. “IIpid. 7%lbid., p. 663. 
31y1; AZ 
Ibid) sf pps E226 3/6. Herald; August 6, 1914, p. 6. 


*Fipidy, pAuanep28 py 19%4,, p. 6. 
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With the increased publication of war propaganda, most 
of which came from the British war offices, the Canadian population 
began toireact to the 'enemyraliens,' in thein midst... kmployment 
became extremely difficult for these people to obtain and dismissals on 
ihelbasisyor their origin became wrequent...) i he,question othe yvndivid- 
ual's loyalty to Canada and to Britain was often disregarded. The em- 
ployment of enemy aliens while people of British descent were out of 
work was a constant source of public criticism and trouble for em- 
ployers. 

At the outbreak of the war it had been found necessary 
to prevent hundreds of German-Austrian reservists,from returning to 
fight tor the enemy. 34 The Minister of Militia was authorized to take 
measures to prevent these officers and reservists from leaving Canada 
and proceeding via the United States to Germany and Austria-Hungary.?° 
On August 18, 1914, the acting Minister of the Interior, Honourable 
Ca J) Doherty, gave. notice of A bill to amend the immigration act to the 
effect that immigrants who were citizens of countries who were at war 
with Britain would not be accepted in Canada. 36 

Nevertheless, enemy alicns had been promised that so 
long as they quietly pursued their ordinary occupations they would not 
be disturbed and would be "allowed to continuc to enjoy the protection 
of the law and be accorded the respect and consideration due to ee 
ful and law-abiding citizens. "37 Other Orders in Council forbade 
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36Bulletin (Edmonton);,-Augustd9;--1914, p. ‘1. 
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aliens to possess ammunition, explosives or firearms; suspended 
patents held by enemy subjects; and required aliens to register. 38 
The regulation as to registration of alien enemies was issued on 
October 28. Under the direction of Major-General Sir W. D. Otter 
internment camps were established; several of these were located in 
the prairie provinces. 39 In the course of the war, 8,579 male pris- 
oners were interned along with 81 women and 156 children who volun- 
tarily accompanied them. 40 

The national press supported the government's actions 
with respect to enemy aliens and in many cases pressed for stronger 
regulations. The informal restrictions with regard to employment 
were often supplemented by formal restrictions at the local level. 
For example in Edmonton, alien enemy property owners were debarred 
from voting in municipal elections in November of 1914. 41 

The Alberta press was very sensitive to the alien ques- 
tion. The large number of aliens in the northern part of the: province 
was often pointed to as a disloyal group by papers both in the southern 
part of the province and other parts of Canada. This issue was of 
some concern to Frank Oliver, M.P. and publisher of the Edmonton 
Bulletin since a significant part of the population in his constituency 


were of enemy alien origin and had tended to support the Liberal party. 


However, the Bulletin's sympathy for the enemy alien population did 


38tpid.  3%Ibid., p. 276. 


40 Joseph A. Bourdreau. ''Western Canada's 'Enemy 
Aliens' in World War One,'' Alberta Historical Review, XII, No. 1, 
(Winter, 1964), 2. 


41 Bulletin (Edmonton), November 20, 1914, p. 4. 
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not extend too far. The Bulletin noted that some of the aliens who had 
been interned were receiving twenty-five cents per day for clearing 
ground for an experimental farm and commented that ''there are a good 
many Canadian citizens whose chances of a living would be better if 
they were alien enemies. "42 The Bulletin was always quick to point 
out that Alberta was a loyal province and was doing her share in the 
war effort. 

The province with the largest proportion of 

foreign born people in its population is the province 
that sent the most soldiers to England in proportion 
to population. There 1s food here tor retlection.on 
the part of some who have represented the large 
foreign born St discounting Alberta's 
loyalty to the Empire. 

The reporting of enemy hostile acts which Albertans 
found particularly distasteful often resulted in actions being taken 
against the local alien population. For example, following the sinking 
of the Lusitania, sixty-five employees of a Calgary leather company 
issued an ultimatum to their management to discharge all German or 
Austrian employees by Saturday, May 16. 44 The Edmonton Bulletin 
commented that the dismissal of enemy aliens was ''in every way to be 
regretted though quite understandable. Wess 

The Bulletin, prior to the burning of the federal parlia- 
ment buildings, had only mildly supported the internment of enemy 
aliens. However, on February 10, a Bulletin editorial suggested that 
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since the House of Commons was probably destroyed by ''an incendiary 


in the pay of Berlin,'"' the question of interning residents of enemy 


46 


alien races would have to be considered. 


It is of course a hardship to honorable and 
peaceable people to be deprived of their liberties 
because of crimes committed by members of their 
race. But this is a time of war and a time when there 
is being waged against Canada a sort of warfare that 
inakes the-extremist precaution the only course con- 
sistent with,common sense. The blame fon their loss 
of liberty will not lie with the Canadian parliament or 
people but with those who have directed against Canada 
and its allies a campaign of criminal outrage that 
demands every possible precaution on our part. 


In the second week of February, 1916 there was a sig- 
nificant amount of unrest in Alberta over the alien question. The 
Bulletin reported the wrecking of Calgary restaurants by soldiers who 
suspected that the restaurants were employing alien labour. 48 Ih 
Edmonton armed cuards were called out on Hebruary.J1 to.protect the 
Macdonald Hotel which employed aliens, and the offices of the Bulletin 
which allegedly had referred to the men of the 5lst, 63rd and 66th 
battalions in derogatory terms. 49 On the same day the Bulletin 
reported the destruction of the Riverside, Hotel in Calgary by.a mob 
who had been wrongly convinced that the hotel was owned by a German. 9 
On February 16 the Bulletin pointed out that British residents in Ger- 
many were interned at the start of the war and asked if we should not 


5] 


do the same to the Germans in Canada. Two days later the Bulletin 


40Inhid., February 10, 1916, p. 4. *? Ibid. 


48tbid., February 11, 1916, p. 1. 


4 Ipid., February 12, 1916, p. 1. ?%Ipid. 


Slibid., February 16, 1916, p. 4. 
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discussed the indiscriminate firing of people of alien descent and advo- 
cated their interning for their own protection. 52 it argued that they 
would then be provided for and not simply left unemployed in the com- 
munities without any means of sustaining themselves. 53 
By April agitation for the internment of enemy aliens 
had subsided. The Bulletin was quick to point out that Camrose, an 
area in which ''80% of the population is of foreign birth'' had set a 
record for contributions to the Patriotic Fund. °* The country was now 
feeling the drain of manpower to the war effort and on April 5 the 
Bulletin reported that large numbers of those in detention camps would 
"be released to aid in agricultural operations. "55 At the end of May 
the Bulletin reported the release of other aliens to work in the mines 
of Alberta, British Columbia and Nova Scotia. 56 Indeed by September 
the manpower situation was such that the Bulletin noted the government 
was considering the temporary suspension of the Alien Labour Act in 
order to provide labour for munitions factories. 57 There was little 
change, however, in the government's attitude towards aliens. An 
Order in Council published in October of 1916 required that all enemy 
aliens with ''no permanent place of edie ence or abode in Canada"! 


58 


report to the nearest police officer. In an editorial on the new regu- 


lation the Bulletin pointed out that the war had been going on for two 


52thid., February 18, 1916, p. 4. 3Ibid. > Ihid. 


55Ibid., April 5, 1916, p. 1. 
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years and commented that, ''In time of national emergency there was 
nothing like promptitude. 159 

The question of the right of enemy aliens to the fran- 
chise was the basis of many an editorial in the press. In early 1917 
the Bulletin again found it necessary to take exception to ''certain Con- 
servative papers of the city of Toronto such as the News, Telegram 
and Orange Sentinal" and their comments with respect to the Liberal 
governments of the prairie provinces. 60 These papers maintained, 
according to the Bulletin, that these governments derived ''their sup- 
port at the polls upon what these papers are pleased to call 'the Austro- 


n6l 


Gerinan vote. There was also ''the very definite suggestion" 
stated the Bulletin, "that the disloyalty of these Liberal governments 
is what secured for them the support of the disloyal 'Austro- 
Germans'.''©2 The Bulletin replied noting that there had been little 
real disturbances in the West but that this was ''not so in the loyal 
_ province of Ontario and in constituencies represented by Conservative 
members of parliament, i.e. Waterloo, Ontario. 163 
On April 30 the Bulletin admitted that it was "entirely 
possible" that people of Austro-German descent would vote against the 
Borden Government ''as numbers of them in days gone by have voted 
against the trade policy for which that Government stands. N64 The 
Bulletin then suggested that if ''an intention to vote against the Borden 
Government'' was the criterion for disfranchising people then "the 
Esquimaux and the Indians would be the only classes in Canada eligible 
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to vote in the next Dominion election.'""©2 The Bulletin finally seemed 
exasperated by the charges against Alberta: 
If some Ontario papers had worked as hard to 
inspire the youth of that province with the spirit of 
patriotism as they are now working to inspire the 
voters of that province with the idea that Alberta is 
peopled by traitorous aliens it would not have been 
necessary to ransack Alberta rs recruits to fill up 
the ranks of Ontario battalions. ©6 
The Alberta press was quick to place Alberta's record 
of achievements in enlistments before the people of the province and 
to) pointiout the inadequacies inthe records of the eastern provinces. 
Quebec was not immediately singled out for criticism but reaction to 
Bourassa's position as reported in English Canada led the press in 
Alberta to notice the Quebec situation. The Edmonton Bulletin renewed 
its anti-Bourassa stand in January of 1915, a position which it main- 
tained throughout the war. 67 
On January 18, the Bulletin reacted to Bourassa's 
speech in Montreal on the fifteenth of that month by declaring that under 
existing circumstances it was not right that ''a Canadian leader of pub- 
lic opinion should be allowed to incite people against active support of 
the war.'"©8 The Bulletin inquircd about the government's inaction in 
thet aratt ex: 
Canit be! that Sir Robert Borden refuses to 
lock up Henri Bourassa on.a charge of treasonable 
language preferred) by the Toronto News because con- 


sistancy would demand that he lock himself in the 
adjoining cell on a charge of treasonable conduct in 
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smothering the patriotic impulse of the DAO under 
the wet blanket of political controversy. 9 


The Bulletin insisted that Bourassa's activities be cur- 
tailed. As tothe recruiting situation in French Canada, the Bulletin 
found fault with the government. In April of 1915 the Bulletin stated: 
The government's campaign literature maker 
represents the French-Canadians as so wanting in 
patriotism that a platform campaign is needed to coax 
them tolvenlist! rSiraWilizid lauriér's ireplynisi the 
declaration of the officials that French-Canadians 
have volunteered in larger numbers than the govern- 
ment would allow to enlist. 
The demand for men, and consequently the accusations 
that French-Canada was not doing her bit had not yet intensified. In 
February of 1916 the Bulletin found it necessary to point out that in 
Alberta 600 of the 15,000 of French descent north of the Red Deer 
River had enlisted. ‘! The Bulletin remained critical of the Govern- 
ment's tolerance of the Nationalists in Quebec. 
In Germany the preaching of sedition is 
punished and in Canada it is rewarded in the case of 
those claiming themselves nationalists... «| Louis 
Riel's mistake was in not proclaiming himself a 
nationalist before he started to preach sedition in 
Canada thirty years ago. 

The Conservative oriented press in Alberta was not 


pleased with the situation in Qucbec. The Calgary Herald described 


Bourassa as a "noxious weed.'"'!? The Herald suggested that ''to get 


O%Ipid., January 19, 1915, p. 6. 
ites April 10, 1915, p. 4. 
“pia. , February 14, 1916, p.. 4. 
"2 tpid., August 29. L916; p, Ff. 
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to the secret of French-Canadian disinclination to fight the battles of 
Empire overseas'' it was necessary to go: 
back in history to a certain occasion when Quebec 

province was solidly Liberal and Laurier, and when 

the premier of Canada gave sucha splendid exhibition 

of how not to do things on the occasion of the Boer War, 

and Canada's participation therein. It was not the fault 

of the people of Canada that Canadian soldiers were not 

the first tovolunteer fomactive seruiceatthatstime, 

The old racial issue was often brought into any discus- 
sion of the contribution and enthusiasm of Quebec province for the war. 
It was the bilingual issue which soured the attitude of both English and 
French Canada to the point where reason gave way to a "'bitter dialogue 
of an unreasoning, accusing, and irreconcileable nature. "75 tt was 
the bilingual issue, clearly manifest in the Ontario schools controversy, 
which foreshadowed the much more serious division on the issue of 
conscription. 76 

Not only did the controversy over the bilingual schools 
of Ontario increase the bad feelings between the races but it also 
served to turn French-Canadians away from regarding the war as the 
primary issue. 77 The French-Canadian press in 1916 gave almost as 


much space to the bilingual issue as it did to the war news. 78 Some 


Quebec papers, such as- La Presse and La Patrie, appealed for reason 


“41pid., November 16, 1914, p. 6. 


Lea y, ae Wade, The French Canadians: 1760-1945 
(Toronto: The Macmillan Co. , 1955), Ll, 604s 


EO ea ilean. pp. 114-15; also see Margaret Prang, ''Cler- 
ics, Politicals, andthe Bilingual, Schools.Issuc in Ontario, 1910-1917," 
Canadian Historical Review, XLI, No. 4, (December, 1960), 307. 
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and tried to find some accommodation between the two positions. shes 
Other papers like Le Devoir were partisan and uncompromising in 
their nationalist viewpoints on the bilingual question. 80 

The press in Alberta reacted negatively to the situation 
in Quebec and demanded that Quebec do her share. It was not "a time 
to be making conce ssions to Quebec, '' stated the Calgary Herald, but 


rather a time for Quebec to "prove her right to be classed with her 


loyal sister provinces in their united support for the war cause. 181 

The Bulletin admitted the seriousness of the situation in 
Quebec but suggested that it was the government's recruitment policies 
which were at fault. {It reflected the specific charges which were being 
made in Canadian Parliament, in particular the refusal of the offered 
services of General Lessard and of the posting to Bermuda of Olivar 
Asselin, a French-Canadian nationalist, and the battalion he raised for 
overseas service. 84 

Strange is it, that recruiting is not satisfactory 

in the province of Quebec--while Mr. Bourassa is 
allowed to terrorize French Canadian officers by bring- 
ing disappointment and humiliation upon those who offer 
to serve their country and whose example and influence 
might infect their compatriots with a desire to enlist? 

The government had finally forced Sir Sam Hughes to 
resign on November 1%, 1916, mainly for his inability to work with the 
government and his interference with the co-ordination of Canadian 
military interests in England. The differences between Borden and his 


strong-willed Minister of Militia had been coming to a head for some 


time. Certainly his employment of poor recruiting methods in Quebec 


79pid. 8%Did. 8!Herald, April 2, 1917, p. 6. 


82Bulletin(Edmonton), November 9, 1916, p. 9. 8 Ibid. 
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and his own anti-French views had done little to encourage recruiting 
in,that, province, 84 The Alberta press: had expressed its displeasure 
at the actions of "Sir Sam!"' early in the war. 85 Even the Calgary Her- 


ald, which once described Hughes as ''a minister of militia who knew 


1186 


his business returned to its original view that Canada was better 


87 


off without Sir Sam Hughes. “Col; Sam Hughes, may be.driven to the 


batthetield soonest he isnt careful; if for no other reason than ,.to.escape 
the consequences of rebellion here at home. ene 

The Quebec situation was paralleled by the failure of 
recruiting generally in the latter part of 1916. Among the rising 
demands of some sections of the population which included greater 
efficiency in government, an end to profiteering and equal contribu- 
tions from Quebec, arose a demand for conscription of men and wealth. 
Advocates of compulsory service often referred to the proposed adop- 
tion of conscription.in Great Britain as proof of themecessity of such 
action. 

The advocates of conscription were in disagreement 
among themselves as to the type of compulsory service desired. A 
large and influential section of the population desired a scheme of 


registration of the nation's manpower and resources so that they might 
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OPE ir a defence of Sir Sam Hughes see Charles F. Win- 
ter, The Hon. Sir Sam Hughes (Toronto: Macmillan Company of 
Canade Lid¢.. os iy 
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be most effectively employed in the war effort. Others advocated con- 
scription directly--a levy on the men of the country or by ''proclaim- 
ing the Militia Act and calling out all men of military age with the first 
summons to young and unmarried men between 18 ee 30, until the 
500,000 pledge to the Empire ee wegen "89 Canada's authorized 
overseas force had been 250,000 until the end of 1915. In his New 
Year's, speech,delivered on December 31 of that)year, Borden had 
declared that,. “Prom-toniorrow, the firstrof:the ANew, Y éar,our author - 
Meee sees DE be Sta op one 

Fhe er we to Borden's appeal had been splendid in 
the first three months of 1916. Recruiting slowed somewhat in the 
next two months but the situation was still considered to be well in 
hand. 7! Neither the government nor the opposition at Ottawa was in 
favour of compulsory action, except as a last resort or in some 
extreme emergency such as an invasion of Canada. 9¢ Organized 
groups throughout the country, cspecially the Recruiting Leagues, 
maintained that the voluntary system was unsatisfactory and requested 
"enforced military service or some well regulated system of selec- 
tion.""72 On July 28, 1916 a conference of twenty-two societies ''of 
every description" passed a resolution stating that ''the present volun- 
tary system of recruiting is wasteful and ineffective and should be 


replaced by enforced national service under a proper system of 


89c. 
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R., 1915, p. 186. 
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7?Ibid., pp. 320-21. 
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selection. 

The Canadian press did not favour compulsion. Among 
the few papers which favoured compulsion was the Toronto Star which 
began its campaign for compulsion as early as January 12, 1916. 95 
Orchers, such as the Saskatoon Phoenix, leaned towards compulsion but 
very few came out openly in support of it. Opposed to it were the Tor- 
onto News, the Toronto Globe, the Winnipeg Telegram, the Montreal 
Herald and the Winntiper Free Press. 96 The he Trades and 
Labour Congress was in the forefront of the opposition as were Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier and the Liberal party, and Prime Minister Borden, 
Honourable Robert Rogers, Honourable T. Chase Casgrain, R. B. 
Denrett. and other memibers ot tie government. ca 

The Alberta press had remained fairly noncommital 
about the question until July of 1916 with the notable exception of the 
Edmonton Bulletin which, in spite of its Liberal character and support 


8 


of Laurier, had advocated conscription from the outbreak of the war.’ 


The Bulletin had appealed in an editorial in October of 1914 to the 


example ot the European allies: 


British people do not like the idea of compulsory 
military, servicey megarding itvas an unnecessary \restric- 
tion, Of personal liberty. Butithe present situation raises 
very sharply the question of whether such restriction is 
unnecessary. The cold fact of the matter is that had 


OF ee, wee ibis LA ates, 


28 x position the Bulletin maintained throughout the war. 
W. S. Waddell states that Frank Oliver believed that "it was impos- 
sible to apply conscription in Canada although in theory such a course 
of action would be “logical”. This view of Oliver's position is not 
supported by the editorial attitude of his paper, the Edmonton Bulletin. 
See W. S. Waddell, ''Frank Oliver and the Edmonton Bulletin, '' Alberta 
Historical Reviews ive No.3, (summer, 1957), 7. 
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there not been compulsory training in France and 
Russia the British Empire would today be in a sorry 
predicament. 


Following the advocation of compulsion in Britain, the Bulletin began 
an open cditorial campaign supporting the proposed action of Great 
Britain. “Declarations against Compulsory militany service, '' the 


Bulletin suggested, ''should be addressed to Berlin, where the need of 
1100 


compulsory military service in British countries was manufactured. 


The voluntary system is.championed as a tradi- 
tion,oL British ireedom. _But the judscment of British 
statesmen is that British freedom will itself become 
only a tradition unless the voluntary system is sus- 
pended. 


Oliver's Bullctin was never reluctant to question other newspapers as 
to their intentions,,even-in the matter of,compulsory, service, 


The opinion of a certain section of Canadian 
newspapers seems to be that it is Britain's duty to 
adopt compulsory military service but that any proposal 
that Canada should adopt compulsion is a proposal to 
improperly interfere with the personal liberty of Cana- 
dian citizens. From which the logical,inference is that 
the man living in Great Britain is in some way under 
greater obligalion to presenveitheikimpige and wave 
civilization than the man living in. Canada... ,Just how does 
that come about ? 


Lhe, Bulletin pointed omut,, however, that, since both."'Sir 
Robert Borden and Sir Wilfrid Lauricr were agreed that there should 
be no conscription in Canada'' voluntary cnlistments would have to be 


+telaed pon. "103 ‘The Bulletin then preceeded-fto @rmttici ze, the 


99 Bulletin (Edmonton), October 30, 1914, p. 4. 


100thid., January 5, 1916, p. 5. 


PO bid... Janita ry? 10791916). pe. 4. 


MO hid, Jamiarscl4¢19i1g pix. '°Atpid. 


roe t a 
brs ‘apes. ary a | | 
vuroe & ci ad ee i na faba stig 


hag © 


ad 2 ited biel Beda: b sabes aipntel 


tsem Yo 10h gs bosogotg asta wr 


y 


nie VEN rey 
y 
ae 
awi # an Done gametes ai mateve Seas sao Sick 
it44 fh InoMmaubii eax? iis! <ATTs gus4) a Hgis 
. i Moest fiw neehony) Mena Jorthee 


" Sas ssipnnni [Ww earriatim®. Aatar! 


ff? ” 
as ereqagewon tedio agilesmp ot Mp ulaw shy ae saw (isu tut (2 


$i! 


. 

' 

* 
ue 


1 Add oF reas ya : 
i _ 

bsas.) lo m@zioss SI5774 9/690 Vos nig itt 

VIDE Sie er oi hi 5c) 50 Ue enisse sone Pt 

.y - aa ; ies vice linge 7 

oJ lneoqotg & L Orcs orto Ia , Divone aie sO ) teil 


/ 
4 

4 
~ 


BT. 2 : 4 VSM 
soban vew sroed sr Bi heiitd 16990 af eee a | 
3VESB DNs gt heyrn snd OF 1 FeoAg oO roi Rade 4 

ob word fel. cabsakD of wacy! | deo ed? peed eee 
Hs 100 G sates - 


4i2" Wiod sonfe jadi .zavawed \Woewbatalog siislae ‘ad tra 
Rie esi ah a 
Liuode stadt isd) bevtit fro nora) brace ars soli 


o3 fi dig Jusmidetites TRIAL levy Rona ot dekh i ie 
ser a) 


sivfiits of bobasacte nat Wiese 
* oa 191. (OF «seh fa) \tos7mmombe) a citaliva®® 
& .@ «WhO! ad danua eb Bt weg 
mae Or) 

» .g \OFRi 1 v7 ana 
badt® , TY .@ ,7red yuan ae 
» 


231, 


government's treatment of the soldicr and especially the government's 
refusal to look after his dependents. 104 the Bulletin,,.while maintain- 
ing that the system of recruitment and conditions of service were 
inadequate, encouraged men to enlist. 


Some Canadians think that the voluntary enlist- 
ment system is sufficient. Some think universal service 
is the only fair and adequate way to meet the problems 
of national defence. Both are bound by their theories to 
help along the recruiting campaign. It is up to the vol- 
unteerist to prove that compulsion is not necessary. 

And itis Up to the universalist to show that the voluntary 
system is adequate only as it approximates universal 
Service. 


In March of 1916 the Bulletin again lashed out at recruit- 
ing methods. 


While enlistment is voluntary nobody has a right 
to cast doubt upon the loyalty or willingness to sacrifice 
of the man who has not enlisted. When that is done the 
spirit of voluntarism is dead. Compulsion by criticism 
is compulsion all the same; and if we are to have com- 
pulsion let it be by law and all round in its application. 106 


In its editorials the Bulletin often managed, intention- 
ally, to place the:govermmeént aniarbadslightie,’ Ke Bs Bennett M.P. 
says it is not likely compulsory service will be adopted in Canada. And 
he is. probably right,’ observed the Bulletin. “Gonpratulations to the 
shirkers. "10? 
On Friday, May 26, the Bulletin reported the signing of 


108 


tne "Conmipulsiton Bill in tareat Britain-by the King and on June 1 
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expressed its opinion in a lengthy editorial. 


In Great Britain married men are being mar- 
shalled to the colors under compulsion. In Canada 
single men enlist as they please or as they feel called 
upon to do. This would seem to be an excellent reason 
to forget that claim that Canada should be admitted to 
fullypartner ship with Great Britain in the direction of 
Imperial foreign policy and the making of war and peace. 
If we are-not willing or are not able to share with the 
people of Great Britain an (sic. } equal terms the sacri- 
fice necessary to preserve the Empire what business 
have we clamoring for an equal share in the direction 
of affairs? 


TheBulletin, as mentioned earlier, was not under the 
impression that Alberta was not doing its share but rather suggested 
that other provinces should be'doing more. The Bulletin pointed out 
that Alberta ''with about one-twentieth of the population of Canada . 
has provided about one-eleventh of the recruits. n1llo 

In September of 1916 the Bulletin argued that the govern- 
ment would find voluntary enlistment improving if it would announce 
that it ''intended to enforce conscription. nid 

The disloyal clement know they do not have to 

go, and some who arc not disloyal hold back because 
they do not see why they should enlist when others 
more favorably situated are excused. 

The recruiting situation continued to deteriorate and the 
government was forced to take action. As early as August the govern- 


ment had begun to pass a series of Orders in Council setting up a 


National Service Board. 113 The first director of the National Service 


L09tmid., Junc 1, 1916, p. 4. 


PPO @idtetinahedasvaton sb, peed) 
lllipnid., September 2, 1916, p. 9. !14tpid. 


LS cat W. Nicholson, Canadian Expeditionary Force: 
1914-1919 (Ottawa: QuUeen's Printer, 1964}, p. 325. 
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Board was Sir Thomas Tait, President of the English-speaking Citi- 
zen's Recruiting League of Montreal. 114 He resigned on October 12 
when his choice of a secretary was not approved by the Prime Minister 
and his replacement by R. B. Bennett was reported in the Edmonton 
Bulletin on October 16, 1916. 115 

Meanwhile, the Prime Minister tried to counter the 
recruiting situation by establishing the National Services Commission 
and toured the country making appeals for recruits in speeches at 
Montreal, Quebec, Winnipeg, Saskatoon, Edmonton, Vancouver, Vic- 
toria, Calgary, Regina and Toronto. 116 

In a speech delivered in Edmonton on December 14, 
R. B. Bennett, who was accompanying Borden, stated that ''this is the 
last great voluntary appeal. "117 On December 15, the Bulletin out- 
lined the case for National Service and again suggested that compulsion 
might be employed if other means failed. 118 While its editorials 
encouraged National Service, the Bulletin had some reservations about 
the system of registration. The Bulletin suggested that this system 
could detract from recruiting by offering local employment as an alter- 
native to military service overseas. 119 Furthermore, it would not 


help the deteriorating recruiting situation in Qucbec. ''The nationalists 


to Pilletin) October 16,1926; p. 1. 
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Shoularbe: forced to do their share,” suggestedithe Bulletin, not by 


taking jobs which they are not entitled to but by forcing them to 


enlist. 1120 


OnwDecemier cr, the Bulletin reported that Borden, in 


a special dispatch to the Winnipeg Tclegram dated in Ottawa the day 


before, had refused to promise that there would be no conscription. !4! 


By the end of 1916, the Bulletin had become rather exasperated with 
the Zoverniment an@ its inaction Over Conscription. 


Pome 61 o1n Rh. Borden's newspaper irvends are 
still anxiously concerned lest*he be -su'spected of an 
intention to adopt compulsory military service. Where 
they find occasion for any such fear is a’mystery. (Sir 
Robert has said very emphatically that the Government 
will not adopt compulsory service, the Minister of the 
Interior has said it, the Minister of Justice has said it, 
and the Director of National Service has said it. That 
ought to relieve any apprehension that anybody will 
suspect the Government of any intention to put the coun- 
try on a war footing. 


ihe Bulletin’s concluding editorial comment for the year 
on national service was indicative of its opinion of the Government's 
National Service programme. ''The Real National Service of Canada 
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CHAPTER III 


CONSCRIPTION, A NECESSITY 


The new year Ane without the usual optimism associ- 
ated with a men calendar year. The official New Year's messages 
lauded ae people of Alberta for their support of the war effort during 
1916 but stressed that even greater sacrifices would be necessary in 
1917.1 The problem of recruits and other problems associated with 
the war received much discussion in the Alberta press during the first 
four months of 1917. Why were they so concerned about recruits? | 

First and foremost, the war was not going well for the 
allies and more reinforcements were required. An Ottawa dispatch of 
January 3, 1917 noted that 178,537 recruits were secured during 1916 
bringing the official total to 383,955 Canadians serving in His Majesty's 
forces. ¢ These figures seem quite impressive until one studies the 
monthly enlistments which were also supplied. These figures follow, 
as well as a district breakdown of recruits to the end of 1916. 


Totals to December 31, 1916 


Recruits obtained in 1916:° | by district: 
January a9;elé Toronto 85, 384 
February 26, 658 Manitoba & 

March 32,819 Saskatchewan 77,254 - 
April 23,289 Kingston 41,204 
May 15,099 British | 
June 10,796 Columbia 37, 575 

- July 8,675 | Alberta 34,517 
August 7,267 Montreal 33,993 


I Bulletin (Edmonton), January 2, 1917, p. 1. 
“Ibid. , January 4, 1917, np. 5. 3tpid. 
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September 6, 357 London SUogo 
October 6,035 Quebec 7,729 
November 6, 548 Maritime 

December 5a 9 Provinces.» 34, 802 


The source of concern was obvious. The voluntary 
system of recruiting was producing fewer anid fewer recruits as the 
war progressed. The drastic reduction in the number of recruits vol- 
unteering and the increasing need for reinforcements in Europe were 
the reasons why this issue became an important point of discussion in 
the press. Alberta's record was certainly satisfactory although the 
Edmonton Bulletin felt that the 34,517 recruits listed for Alberta were 
too low and the figures for the other military districts ''with the pos- 


sible exception of London" 


were increased ''by the ten thousand or more 
men recruited in this province for battalions, batteries, and service 
units outside of Alberta. 14 Nevertheless, it was the monthly totals 
that the government was concerned with and when the number of 
recruits for the first two weeks of January was released, 3, 536 for 
Canada with 142 from Alberta, the press also registered its concern. 5 
The Alberta press continued its discussion of the govern- 
ment's national registration scheme and speculated as to what the 
government would do with the information collected. The Calgary Her- 
ald reported that Sir Robert Borden had "intimated that more drastic 


measures would be employed in mobilizing the manpower of the country 


for the successful prosecution of the world wide war. 16 The national 
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registrar, the Honourable Robert Rogers, suggested that returned sol- 
diers should be employed in registering the manpower of Canada and 
stated that ''the days of voluntary recruiting were practically at an end" 
and that ''more efficient measures would have to be taken to fill up the 
ranks of the Canadian expeditionary force. '’ Did this mean that there 
would be conscription? The Edmonton Bullctin questioned the govern- 
ment's intentions. 


Mr. Bennett says it would’ be folly; if not crim- 
ial lLOwtry to chlorce conscription im OQnuebec. Mr: 
Rogers says there will be conscription. Sir Robert 
Borden flatly declared in the House of Commons that 
there would be no conscription, and now hedges by 
saying he will not bind the Government as to the future. 
Thevonlystheory that seems to meet the case 1s that the 
Government hope to induce the Nationalists to take 
well-paid jobs in munition factories and intend to then 
apply conscription for military service to the parts of 
theacountry owhetic it tsi not we edéd! but!is'popular, 


The Bulletin also questioned the value of the National 
Service registration and sugg«sted that the only way it could be effec- 
tive would be to make registration compulsory ''and to have military 
service as its primary purpose. "2 While government officials, in par- 
ticular? Roe BY ‘Bennett ihsisted that ’thée National Service registration 
was not for military service, Quebec and organized labour voiced their 
opinion to the contrary. 10 

The response from Quebec was very poor and organized 
labour declared it was against registration. My Although the Alberta 


Federation of Labour wasrin favour: of National Service which would 
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Mean, Vmobilizing/ynatural resources, mia 


it supported the standard 
demand of labour that there be conscription of wealth as well as con- 
scription of men. 13 This idea received some support in the western 


Me and, later in 


Canadian press, especially in the Grain Growers Guide 
the Edmonton Bulletin. !®? WhenR. B. Bennett suggested that labour 
opposition to National Service was being engineered by enemy agents, 
even the Calgary Herald suggested that ''he was permitting cay IGE Eto 
to run away with his customary good common sense. 16 

The campaign for compulsory military service gained 
many adherents in the west and was accompanied by a demand for a 
national government. The Borden government had been criticized by 
the Liberal papers throughout 1916 but in early 1917 even its own sup- 
porters were finding little cause for satisfaction. The National Ser- 
vice scheme had not produced the desired results and the editorial 
comment on war profiteering was on the increase. 17 The Ross Rifle 
controversy continued to embarrass the government. While Sir Sam 
Hughes, the former Minister of Militia, refused to admit that anything 
was wrong with the Ross Rifle, 18 the anti-government press, notably 


the Edmonton Bulletin, was declaring that it was ''not loyal service to 


Canada to send our young volunteers armed with inefficient rifles to 


létphid,, January 18, 1917, p. 3. | Ibid. 


La ain Growers Guide, January 10, 1917, p. 5. 

be Bulletin. January ©, 1917. 0. 7) March 2, 1917, 2,9. 
Ouro rald: Jenuary 18, LOL, pi 6. 

17 


Bulletin (Edmonton), February 3, 1917, p. 6. 


§ Calgary Herald, g@hebruary 3, 1917, p. 1. 
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meet the picked troops of Europe. "19 tn this case, “inetficiency-1s 
treason, 120 declared the Bulletin, never one to excuse the government 
for its RUA, 

In early February, the Alberta press turned its atten- 
tion away from federal affairs momentarily as it considered the pros- 
pect ol a prove. al election. The Calgary Herald suggested that the 
election in Alberta was unnecessary“! and objected to the government's 
proposal to provide two seats for servicemen overseas, “¢ Although 
Sifton seemed open to the idea of an extension for a definite period of 
Cine, the Liberals shortly thereafter refused to consider any extension 


23 


of the Legislature’ and the Conservatives found themselves faced with 


an election at a time when circumstances were against them. a4 
Although no formal announcement concerning the election 
was made until later, it was clear from the legislative programme of 
the Liberals that an election was in the offing. 25 The government 
passed two acts--the first was a special Act of the Legislature which 


allowed twelve members of the Legislature who were committed to 


overseas service to retain their seats. 26 The second Act was the one 


19Bulletin (Edmonton), Pebruaty 8, 1917. p.. 9. 20 Ibid. 

Bie vee G ua 12, lolita 1, 

221 ewis G. Thomas, The Liberal Party in Alberta: 1A 
History of Politids ih the! Province of ‘Alberta; 1905-192 P Toronto: 
University of Toronto Press, 1959), p. 169. 
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objected to by the Calgary Herald. 27 Under the provisions of this Act, 
two members would ae nominated and elected to the Legislature directly 
by members of the armed forces service overseas who were normally 
residents of Alberta. These members at large were objected to by the 
Conservatives as a government attempt to hive the vote. 28 The Con- 
servatives proposed an amendment which would have allowed Albertans 
in the services to vote in their own constituencies but it failed. The 
Calgary Herald inquired why the government had found it impossible to 
allow soldiers to vote in the normal way when soldiers from British 
Columbia had done so. “? 

The government had also extended the franchise to a 
large number of women. 30 Women were generally pleased with the 
prohibition stand of the Alberta government and many prominent women 
openly voiced their support for the Sifton government. 31 Federal and 
provincial issues were often intertwined during elections and the Cana- 
dian Annual Review speculated that Laurier's opposition to conscription 
was a factor that influenced the naturalized citizens of the province to 
support the Liberal government. 34 The Conservatives immediately 
objected to the right of the foreign born of enemy alien origin to the 
franchise and although the Conservatives tried to keep conscription out 
of the election, they later complained that some Liberal party workers 
were identifying the Conservative candidates as part of ''the war party 


in Canada and were fighting for the conscription of all persons of 


27 28 


Herald, February 12, 1917, p. 1. Thomas, p. 169, 


29Herald, February 7, 1917, p. 6. 2%Thomas, p. 164. 


31 32 


Ibid. C.A.R,, 1917, pe 802. 
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military age. 123 


The question of an extension, in this instance a further 
, extension of Parliament, was also being considered at the federal level. 
Here the positions of the two parties were reversed, the Conservatives 
for and the Liberals against any further extension. 34 The Alberta 
press devoted editorial space to this issue. The Edmonton Journal and 
the Calgary Herald suggested that an extension of federal parliament 
was desirable, while the Edmonton Bulletin was against any further 
extension. °° Other issues under discussion were outlined by the Medi- 
cine Hat News which declared for ''a national government which would 
get rid of 'nationalists' in government. 138 The News referred to gov- 
ernment mismanagement and was especially critical of the medical and 
other provisions, or lack thereof, for returned soldiers. 37 The News 
also called for the resignation of the Honourable Robert Rogers, a 
view which was shared not ae by all the Liberal papers in Alberta, 
but by some of the Conservative papers as well. 38 The matter of 
récruiting and conscription also received considerable attention in the 
Alberta press during February and March of 1917. 

ihe i dmenian Bulletin accused the government of ''shirk- 
ing its duty with regard to the supply of men. "39 The government, 


hard pressed to produce recruits, proposed an extension of the period 


eo rhomiass/pl16. 7 *C AR.) 1917, <p, B02, 


35 journal, May 5, 1917, p. 4; Herald, April 2, 1917, 
p. 6; Bulletin, Pebriary.2 4.0L 9bla pa o 


36News, March 1, 1917, p. 4. ?"thia. 


38rnia. >? Bulletin, February 22, 1917, p. 9. 
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fOr returning the national service cards to April d,:1917.- In-announc- 
ing this extension, E. R. Chapman, the Director of National Service in 
District 10 (Alberta), declared that there would be no conscription. 40 
The government was now considering mobilization for home defence 
but Chapman insisted that no compulsion would be be in 'Mobilization 


for Home Defence. 14] 


This view was supported by the remarks of the 
Director of National Service, R. B. Bennett, who stated that ''there 
were now enough men to drive the Hun back to Berlin. "42 The Edmon- 
ton Bulletin suggested that these remarks by the Director of National 
Service were dissuading recruiting and were putting officials who were 
trying to enlist men in a most embarrassing position. "If recruiting 
is to be stopped by dissuasion, the expenditure of time and money on 
recruiting should also be stopped. "43° The Bulletin continued: "If 
there is to be no compulsion, either military or industrial, the so- 
called National, Service scheme; resolves itselfeither) into a 50 men 
employment agency or nothing at all. 44 

The confidence expressed) by-R.. Bs Bennettiwithwregard 
to a sufficient number of men being available and his statement that 
compulsion was unnecessary did little to reassure Canadians. Rumors 
continued to circulate and a report from Winnipeg on March 4 aroused 


wide-spread suspicion that conscription was indeed in the offing. 45 
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The Peport ieee that the Militia Act would be enforced within the 
next sixty days. 

Reverend W. J. Hindley, chaplain of the 190th 

Batt. addressing his congregation in Central Congre- 

_ tional (sic) Church tonight stated that he was authorized 
to announce that the Militia Act will be put into effect 
within tive ee sixty days and probably within the next 
thirty days. 4 . 

Hindley refused to retract his statement even though Sir 
Edward Kemp, Minister of Militia, declared that ''no one had been 
authorized to make such a statement. ''*! Hindley had suggested that 
the registration cards would be used to ascertain the eligibility of 
individuals despite prmosintien’ statements to the contrary. 48 Purther- 
more, a home defence force of 50,000 would be formed and continuously 
trained for eighteen months and "if at the end of that time''*? the war 
was not over, they would be sent overseas. 

Indeed the government was contemplating the formation 
of a Home Defence Force of 50,000 men and the formal announcement 
was made on March Le LOA 7 2 30 The measure was intended to make 
service more attractive to eligible men in the hope that they would 
enlist if they were to stay close to home. Underlying this was, ee 
course, the idea that once they received military training, they would 
feel more patriotic and volunteer for overseas duty. The Home 


Defence Force would also free the 50,000 or so troops then in local 


training to advance to the front as soon as they were ready. ot The 


40Ipid. “4% Ibid., March 6, 1917, p. 1. 
48tpid. 49Ipia. 9 Ipid. 
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proposal proved unpopular, especially when linked with Hindley's sug- 
gestions, and opposition papers described it ''as a weak Government 
effort to avoid conscription and its problems. "92 The Edmonton Bulle- 
tin declared that ‘under the present and prospective circumstances, 
Canada needs a standing army for home defence about as much as it 
needs a fleet of dreadnaughts in the St. Lawrence. "93 The Bulletin 
proceeded to suggest that the possibility of serious insurrections in 
Canada or invasion by Germans from the United States was most 
unlikely. 54 Military men doubted that men would volunteer for the 
home force but agreed to give the system a try. 25 
On March 20, the Postmaster General, Honourable 
P. E. Blondin, speaking at Sorel, stated that the government did not 
contemplate conscription. 56 However, he was of the opinion that con- 
scription would have to come if recruiting failed. He told the people 
that ''if the country is in danger and we have to resort to conscription, 
it will be imposed frankly and above board. "27 Blondin later offered 
his resignation as Postmaster-General to take command of a French- 
Canadian battalion destined for overseas service. Together with 
Major-General F. L. Lessard, he began a special tour of Quebec in 
May to raise recruits. 58 


Meanwhile, public opinion in English Canada was grow- 


ing steadily more in favour of compulsion. N. W. Rowell, the Ontario 


52Bulletin (Edmonton), March 17, 1917, p. 9. Ibid. 
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Liberal leader, urged the ''putting into force of the Militia Act, so far 
as calling out the first-class for Home Defence was concerned. N99 
The OEE Star regarded the conscription of men by selective draft 
as a fair system while other Liberal papers such as the Vancouver Sun 
advocated the implementation of the Militia Act. 60 Mass meetings 
throughout the country advocated adoption of the Militia Act as did 
some of the Conservative papers such as the Toronto Mail and the 
World. ©! On April 4, the Edmonton Bulletin reported that enlistments 
forsMarcheweres7, 063 and that the-total, for the.firstithree.months tof 
ete erectile aac’ ao" a Hines BHlVeianiehepoakeci thay 


. Enlistment in Canada fell away for one of two 
reasons, either because the work of raising the army 
was not properly directed, or because men refused to 
respond to a properly directed campaign. Newspapers 
supporting the Government say it was because the pub- 
lic are indifferent about the war and that it borders on 
high treason to suggest that the campaign for recruits 
was not efficiently conducted. Strange is it not, in 
that case, that men swarmed around the recruiting 
offices until it became apparent what sort of manage- 
ment our war business was getting? Canadians, we 
are asked to believe, were deeply concerned in the war 
when it had no personal relation to them, but grew 
‘indifferent’ when their relatives and friends went into 
the trenches to face the enemy's bullets. 


With the announcement that the home guards would be 
counted as part of the 500,000 pledged to the Empire, the Bulletin 
commented that "it is just as fair to count the home guards as to count 


the Russian and French reservists, and men who went to work in muni- 


1! 


tion plants, '' neither of which belong to the ''authorized forces of 
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164 


Canada. "But, ' pointed out the Bulletin, "it would take a long while 


to win the war with an army of home guards. 165 


On April 9, the Bulletin auceeures that ''the army of 
young Canadians who fled:to the United States to escape the recruiting 
officer’ should be left in the United States to face "the United States 
conscription officer. 1166 On April 12 the Bulletin carried a report that 
three hundred and fifty young men who had signed National Service 
cards in Guelph, Ontario had been notified that their services were 


required overseas. 67 The Bulletin then objected to the use of the Nat- 


ional Service system as a type of ''social conscription. 168 


Of all forms of compulsory service the most 
objectionable and the least effective is conscription by 
the indirect means of squeezing men out of jobs or 
subjecting them to social ostracism and public humili- 
ation. These tactics were to some extent employed in 
Canada in the earlier stages of the war, and they did 
more to disgust the public with the unfairness of the 
means employed than they did to develop the spirit of 
patriotism in the young manhood of the country. If 
they are to now be employed under the aegis of the 
National Service Organization there is nothing in the 
decision to recommend it, either on the ground of jus- 
tice or efficiency. If we are to continue the system of 
voluntary enlistment, the enlistment should be really 
voluntary. If we are to have compulsion let it be real 
compulsion, applied by authority and applied equally 
to all, without regard to locality or person. How many 
young men in the Nationalist constituencies of Quebec 
have been singled out for notification such as has been 
served upon these three hundred and fifty in the Ontario 
city ? 


Pessimism about the recruiting situation in Quebec was 


found in all of the papers in Alberta which concerned themselves with 


64tbid:, April.5, 1917, p. 9... °°Inid. 
66Ibid., April 9, 1917, p. 9. 
O7Ibid., April 12, 1917, p. 5. ©8tpia. © 9Ibia. 
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war affairs. The consensus was that Quebec had not done her share 
and should be required to contribute more toward the war effort. The 
suggestion of the Ottawa Journal, that conscription should be applied to 
the rest of Canada but not to Quebec, received a poor reception in 
Alberta. /0 
By a huge majority the people of Canada have 

decided that their duty is to assist Great Britain in 

the war. This is a country where majorities govern 

and to relieve the small minority in Quebec from its 

Canadian citizenship obligation would be to sacrifice 

the very foundation principle of our system of govern- 

ment--equal rights for all. There can be no equal 

rights at all where a minority is given preferences. 7 

During April, the Alberta press commented on a number 

of issues such as the extension of the franchise to women, prohibition, 
the impending provincial election and the extension of the federal par- 
liament. One other issue which received some space in the Alberta 
press was the adoption of 'Free Wheat! which was established by an 
Order in Council as a war measure, /* This move was viewed by some 
Liberal papers as an indication of an early general election in Canada 
although the Conservative press, in defending the action, asked where 
"justification for the Liberal phophesy (sic) can be found. "73 Almost 
all questions were integrated with considerations of the war effort, 
The following editorial from the Wainwrig ht Star illustrated one argu- 
ment put forward by the temperance advocates. 


?Oand in English Canada generally, 
“i 


72 


Calgary Herald, April 30, 1917, p,. 4, 


Bulletin (Edmonton), April 16, 1917, p. 1. 


ealgar 


SS eT 


Herald, April 23, 1917, p. 6, 


: ao a 


wt 
ro . oa 
(od sae: Joa Seat o5sda re 8 ; 


2 


anw o4% baswol: oom & >on ° 


tae 

joy o: 
: 

7 ‘ 


polis 
* 
‘ * re" 2 
i blvode moltqi saaas sai Laws 
- Se ee 
- ry nx re “ >a Par ie ‘+ 
qso03 t6eq 6 bavigzat4> ag su) at Hoth Ti oe 
‘ i] 
‘ 
Le ’ aren 
A, 4? qe t ¥ 
4 ~ ). 38 , ° v2 
7 i fx n' 1 j 
i . Te ryt : ral) rt t 


ve 
: of od biuow nehisgiids CiUSGGRRiie me 

ie > ntreteve tO to ShiSarig 3 ci nBnbot Va 
fanoy on 8a 4 5 4 vt (le 6D 8 Hit lsat! - 


1olsiq neviy ei yibroniat 6 6 28dv7 ie tar 


nasa strate. ot tle gaily on 


= ANS 


os rm: 5 i { STZ ATs whit ae, ome ue 

a en er oo ete Unboehe tee bivegits 
| h mare <qyit an, 
irl Sur +erdte sn » dnormal, 


’ MA _ 
i lo nore jobe. wi dics wens’ 
wo 


) 
iv @awe . TT TSW cite a. 
ris 


inane’ ca to ncitessbel ma wot in 


TL a 7 a 
ia? any yd beater Ie 


— == , - — 


’ etiaeih ms sgadten 


44 


From the Pubic (sic) Platform, pulpit and press 
the urgent call is still for more men for service in the 
army and navy, in the munitions factories and in the 
field as agriculture. While this patriotic call is heard 
throughout the land, there is a business in operation 
which hold in its employment, men who if they were 
liberated might hear the call of national service. We 
are thinking of the men who are employed in the busi- 
ness of manufacturing, distributing and selling alcholic 
(sig drink, which has been abundantly proved, does 
lessen the efficiency of the nation's man-power. 

By the first of May, the recruiting situation was desper- 
ate. Major-General S. C. Mewburn, Director-General of the Canadian 
Detence Force, in a conference with officials at Winnipeg declared: that 
no more men could be obtained for overseas service or for the Cana- 
dian Defence Force Scheme by ''purely voluntary methods. "75 Militia 
officers declared that they were in favour of the adoption of compulsory 
service at once. /© The entrance of the United States into the war may 
have had some effect on the almost total collapse of recruiting. The 
Alberta press agreed with the comment of the Edmonton Bulletin 
regarding American entrance into the war., '\This is just. as much 
Canada's war now as it was before Washington broke with Berlin, "' 
stated the Bulletin, and ''Canada's just as much bound to put forth every 
effort it can to bring the struggle to an early conclusion. it he adop- 


tion of conscription by the United States Senate was pointed to by pro- 


conscriptionists as an example to be followed in Canada. ie The Cal- 


gary Herald appealed for co-operation and further recruits in an 


74W ainwright Star. aprii25.. 191.7, ol) 4: 


WReA Ramone), Mey 2) Ul? py. 1. - Ibid. 
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editorial on May 2. ''The prestige of British arms must be maintained 
at whatever cost,'' declared the Herald and insisted that "our four 
divisions must be maintained" by a steady supply of recruits. 
"Whether enlistment is voluntary or by compulsion matters little. n9 
While the English press in Canada was calling for con- 
scription in April of 1917, the Premier, Sir Robert Borden, was in 
London to attend the Imperial War Cabinet. 80 During his absence Sir 
Sam Hughes continued to insist that Premier Borden had requested him 


n8l 


"ROLtG press Fecruiting and that this was responsible for the cur- 


rent slump. Sir Sam was never able to see the disastrous results of 
his own policies nor the fact that those who wished to volunteer had 
largely done so. The Calgary Herald stated that Sir Sam did remark- 
able work but that "insofar as recruiting was concerned, the cream 
had all been skimmed from the milk some time before he left office, ''84 
It was for this reason and "not as he alleges, '' stated the Herald, ''that 
he was urged to go easy with recruiting work that caused the great 
slump. 183 
By the end of the first week in May, the Alberta daily 
press was announcing that there would be no more progress in recruit- 


ing without some form of compulsion. 84 On May 10, the Edmonton 


Bulletin reported casualties in the Canadian forces to May 8, 1917 as 


"2Calgary Herald, May 2, 1917, p. 6. 


olay Castell Hopkins, Canada at War: 1914-1918 (Tor- 
onto: Canadian Annual Review Ltd., 1919), ur hoot. 


Sl calgary Herald, May 1, 1917, p. 5. °*tid. 5? tia. 
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89, 843 and rapidly rising. 85 The calling up of local officers aroused 
further speculation that conscription was indeed in the offing. 86 
Speculation as to what Sir Robert Borden would say when he returned 
from Britain increased following the formal announcement that he 
would make a statement upon his return. 87 

On May 16, 1917 the Edmonton Journal called for con- 
scription. ''We have long since tested out the possibilities of the vol- 
unteer system and the time is past for further trifling as everyone 
should recognize: "88 The Journal assured its readers that ''the gov- 
ernment would win support in circles where it never received support 


before" 


and in any case, the Journal found "'electoral defeat" prefer - 
able ''to refusing to take the action that, in the present emergency, is 
so clearly demanded. "89 The Journal also suggested that a New Fran- 
chise Act for the Dominion would be forthcoming if the Liberals 
opposed a further extension of Parliament. 90 

In the midst of speculation as to what could happen 
when Borden returned from Britain, Premier Sifton formally announced 
that the date of the provincial election would be June 7, 1917. 91 The 
Calgary Herald objected to the announcement of May 15 and argued that 
the people would have "little more than three weeks to consider the 


issues and make their decision. 192 The Herald's reaction to the 


announcement was mild compared to the reaction of the Western Globe 


85Bulletin, May 10, 1917, p. 1. 


So Calgary Herald, May 15,-1917; pz 8. ST ae: Dp. sb0. 
88 journal, May 16, 1917, p. 4. ®8%tbid. 2QMDid., p. 1. 


9 Calgary Herald, May 15, 1917, p. 1. ?Ibid., p. 6. 
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of Lacombe which suggested that ''the greatest insult ever thrown at a 
Christian country is the springing of a Provincial election at this 
time.''73 The Globe continued: 

When the very life of our Empire is in the bal- 

ance; when our boys are dying by hundred (Sic) in our 
defence; when our homes are full of grief and sorrow, 
is no time for an election. Sifton should be shown that 
his crafty political move is not backed up by the intelli- 
gent people of this province. 

Meanwhile, Borden was on his way home from England 
and he would later comment in his memoirs that, ''Upon my return 
from England on May 15, 1917, I speedily embarked upon an exceed- 
ingly stormy political sea, which was swept, from time to time, by 
gales of varying intensity and from many quarters. N95 

Borden's formal announcement of conscription was 
delivered in the Canadian House of Commons on May 18, 1917.and 


96 


reported in the Calgary Herald of that date. Borden proposed a 


"a compul- 


force of fifty to one hundred thousand men to be raised on 
sory selective basis. "97 The following day the Herald reiterated its 
enthusiastic support for compulsory service by announcing that the 
"Borden Government would not play favorites. "98 ail other dailies in 
the province headlined the conscription announcement on May 19 and 
the Herald in a front page editorial announced that ''Canadian editors'! 


were ''almost unanimous for conscription. "99 In the same editorial 


the Herald noted the reaction of other dailies. The Edmonton Journal 


72Giobe, May 16, 1917) pg: 3. ?4Tbid, 
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declared it ''a great relief! and that the announcement "saved the coun- 
try from a national disgrace. "100 The article included the Edmonton 
Bulletin among those in favour while most of the out-of-province 
papers agreed with the Ottawa Journal which regarded opinion through- 
out the country as being in favour of conscription. In fact most papers 
agreed with the statement of the Vancouver Province which declared 
that, ''the vast majority of the people in Canada will be thankful that 
the voluntary system of service is ended and the country is to be 


placed on a properly organized footing. nlOl 


"It was a message of 
cheer for the men battling in the Hindenburg line, '' declared the Win- 
nipeg Free Press. 102 Of the twenty-one dailies quoted, only the Sask- 
atoon Phoenix reacted negatively to the announcement--a reaction as 
much to the Borden Government as it was to the conscription issue. 

"Is the Borden Government efficient and eee) asked the 
Phoenix. ''Are we willing to give them the power of conscription? Not 


for a minute, 1103 


answered the Phoenix. 

While following through on their early support of con- 
scription, some of the Alberta dailies were not without their doubts. 
The Lethbridge Herald indicated the position of much of the Alberta 
and national press at this point. The Herald believed that the Prime 
Minister was acting from ''the highest motives" and that if the con- 
scription measure was placed in the "hands of men free from partisan 


1lO4 


motives very few objections could be raised. The Herald con- 


tinued: 


100ibid. 29! tpig. 194tpia, 193 tia. 


1041 ethbridge Herald, May 19, 1917, p. 4. 
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It must be seen that productive industries like 
agriculture and coal mining are exempted. Already 
too many men have been taken from these industries. 
It must also be required that conscription shall be 
brought into operation in the provinces behind in their 
quota of recruits at the present time. 10 


Although exemption for coal miners was of special inter - 
est to southern Albertans, the exemption of farmers was of general 
importance and interest. Impressive support for making Quebec do 
her duty first continued to be found throughout the provincial press. 

"Tf the required number of men cannot be secured, 1106 stated the Her- 
ald, then we 

can turn to the other provinces to fill the ranks, but 

only from occupations where production and public 

safety will not suffer. A conscription that would put 

Alberta and Quebec on the same basis would be unfair 

and objectionable. 

Alberta has done its share, more than its 

share, inraising the halfimilion allotted.) wet the 

delinquent portions of Canada be conscripted first. 107 

Reports concerning the situation in Quebec only helped 
to reinforce the attitude of those who wanted to force Quebec to do her 
duty. The Edmonton Journal and the Edmonton Bulletin mepoxnted on 
the crowds in Quebec and the anti-conscriptionist meetings. 108 On 
May 24 a front page story in the Bulletin described a crowd which 
gathered in Montreal the previous day. Estimated at fifteen to twenty 


thousand and composed largely of men in the fifteen to thirty year age 


group, the crowd had shouted ''down with conscription! "199 
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LO atc t il (Edmonton), May 24, 1917, p. 1. 
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The opposition of organized labour was also noted as 
was support for conscription by boards of trade throughout the coun- 
try. 110 The Edmonton Board of Tbe gave its unanimous approval to 
conscription on May 22. The Board held that conscription would pre- 
vent wasted efforts at recruiting and all labour could be organized. 
The Board suggested the use of prison labour fot construction and 
urged the appointment of a food controller.!!! The opposition of 
organized labour was delivered to the federal govemnbiant in the form 
of petitions. 

On June 4 the Bulletin carried a resolution passed by a 
national conference of organized labour at Ottawa which recommended 
radical demands and urged all labour to fight conscription. 112 The 
arrouneerre rt of conscription resulted in an increase in the number of 
men joining up. 113 Reports from the front indicated enthusiastic sup- 
port for conscription in Canada by those Canadians already in the 
trenches in France. !!4 
| However, this was not enough for some Canadians and 


several papers were objecting to the conscription of men only. Indeed 


tan denoaton Journal, May 22; 1917, p. 1; Bulletin 
(Edmonton), May 23, 1917, pv ob; also see Martin Robin, "Registra- 
tion, Conscription, and Independent Labour Politics, 1916-1917," 
Canadian Historical Review, XLVII, No. 2, (June, 1966), pp. 101-118. 


LL a tetin (Edmonton), May 23, 1917, p. 1. 


li2teia,, June 4, 1917, p. 1. 


bi3inid., May 23, 1917, p. 1; May 26, 1917, p. 1. 


igioid., May 24, 1917, p. 1. 
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a section of the Alberta press was in favour of conscription of wealth. 


The Lethbridge Herald pointed out that: 


Conscription of wealth must come too. Unless 
it comes with or ahead of conscription of men, there 
will be strong and warranted protests that will ey 
make conscription of men unpopular and unacceptable. 15 


The Albertan failed to find any indication of conscription 
of wealth and found this "disappointing. "116 The Albertan had cam- 


paigned for conscription of wealth--a position taken by a number of the 


western newspapers, including the Calgary News-Telegram which was 


rather bitter at Sir Robert Borden ''for announcing a form of conscrip- 


tion of manhood without first announcing a form of conscription of 


wealth. "117 4 large number of English-Canadians agreed with the 


Grain Growers Guide when it insisted that "every citizen should be 


1118 


forced to make an equal sacrifice although not all of these would 


have supported the rest of the Guide's position. 


There has been a large accumulation of wealth 
since the outbreak of the war in the hands of a few. 
Before demanding any greater sacrifice on the part of 
the young men it is only reasonable that the government 
should demand proportionate sacrifice of the rest of the 
citizens of Canada. No sacrifice of wealth can ever 
equal a sacrifice of life. But let the sacrifice of wealth 
be made in some measure approaching the sacrifice of 
our soldiers, and then, and not until then is it just to 
demand conscription of men. Distribute the burden and 
let us all bear our fair share. Let the government take 
a referendum of the people on conscription of wealth 
and conseription of men. The people have va eo taa 
voice in the settlement of this great question. 119 


115tjerald, May 19, 1917, p. 4. 


116aipertan (Calgary), May 19, 1917, p. 3. 


1177 ethbridge Herald, May 2! 191 (orpr 4: 


118 Guide (Winnipeg), May 23, 1917, p. 5. !19tpia. 
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The Bulletin viewed conscription with ''general approval!’ 
but was quick to point out that while there wen a “'difference of Siton 
as to why the dolintary system failed to produce the required number 
of men," there was "no evidence of any postu attempt to revive 
ity 1120 The alternative for the Bulletin seemed ''to be compulsion or 
Ae rannes and default is not to be thought of if we still value our liberty 
or our national self-respect. nl2] fin the following week the Bulletin 
continued to. suggest the lack of volunteers was the government's 
fault. 122 

The Edmonton Journal also commented on the ''gratify - 
ing deprne of unanimity" among newspapers on Sir Robert Borden's 
proposal and pointed out to the Bulletin and other opposition journals 
who were crying for the government to ''do something" that they would 


have only ''petty criticism to offer't¢> 


now that the government had 
proposed conscription. The Journal noted the approval of ''Liberal. 
new epaperé of the standing of the Toronto Globe, the Toronto Star, 
the Winnipeg Free Press and the Vancouver Sun. "124 initial reaction 
in the weekly press of Alberta echoed the opinions of the majority of 
the dailies. The Red Deer News noted the favourable reception of the 
conscription announcement by jeteeahe and the boys at the front. 


"They are the ones that count. The fact that Quebec is included is the 


best news of all."!49 Other weekly papers wanted Quebec to contribute 


120Bulletin (Edmonton), May 10, 1917, p. 13. !4! Ibid. 
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123 journal) (May 21, 1917, p. 4... !241pia, 


1eoNews, May 23, 1917, p. 4. 
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lirsts 

When conscription comes Quebec must be 

brought into line first. The other provinces having 
made almost incredible sacrifices of their manhood 
are in no mood to stand for any further paltering and 
pandering to the disloyal element in Quebec. The 
Government might start with Laval University and 
make a first draft of the young fanatics of that hot- 
bed of disloyalty. 

The Vegreville Observer freely admitted that it had 
declared that ''conscription would never come in this country"!2? but 
now declared that it had changed its opinion. 

Well our opinion is quite different now. Under 

the circumstances conscription is necessary and inev- 

itable and the decision of the Prime Minister must be 

met with ready acquiescence on the part of the citizens 

of Canada. 
Nevertheless, the Observer was not abandoning its partisan position 
and declared that nothing had been done by the government since Sir 
Sam Hughes quit. When Hughes quit, ''the government went to sleep 
and has stayed asleep until the return of Sir Robert Borden from Eng- 
land, nl2g with his announcement that conscription would be resorted 
to. 

The Redcliffe Review insisted that Canada should have 
hac conscription at. the start of the war. There should be ''no delay 
and no referendum, 1130 declared the Review. The Chinook Advance 


disagreed declaring that ''the government has done well to wait until 


the need for conscription became apparent to almost the whole people. 


126 AY fe 
Vegreville Observer, May 23, 1917, p. 4. Ibid. 
P26 
Ibid. tepid. LO aticw’ Wave oe, Gel t en Ds “a. 
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It has done well to act now. '!3! 


The Hanna Herald congratulated Sir 
Robert Borden on his decision. !32 The Red Deer Advocate felt shat 
selective conscription ae overdue and objected to a referendum which 
would cause further omen delay. ''There is little doubt the Govern- 
ment plans will have the support of the Liberal party--of the Western 
Liberals at any rate. "133° The Alberta Liberal press, with the excep- 
tion of the Calgary News-Telegram congratulated the government on 
its conscription measure and then adopted a low profile while they 
waited to see which way Laurier and the federal Liberal party would go. 
As Laurier debated what action should be taken, he 
realized that he was caught between the pro-conscriptionist and anti- 
conscriptionists within the Liberal party. His decision was also com- 
plicated by Borden's offer to form a coalition government. The prob- 
lems of a party faced with a decision which could not result in any sort 
of unanimity resulted in the absence of an official Liberal point of view 
while Laurier, the traditional master of compromise, struggled to 
devise an answer. The absence of a clear Liberal policy caused the 
Edmonton Journal to observe that, ''Laurier may be waiting for the 
Alberta election result before stating his stand. n134 The Journal pre- 
dicted that Laurier would declare for coalition if the Conservatives 
were to make gains or win the provincial election. 135 This view of the 


situation in Ottawa was not shared by other papers in Alberta. After 


LEX creme Mey 285) 101 0) ps 1s 


1 Secrets May 24, 1917, p. 4. 


waned ee May-25,-1917, ‘p. 4. 


134 135 


Journal Jone 5, 1917, p.. 1. Ibid. 


ITB lute ignes blex9H is ll 
ee 


o(3S2 
ase 
» < * 
16603 iisti 
siniw coal 
7 ron 
q 9 WV 334 
J bet | 
ee re ; 
j 
+ ' 
-~ fTiO oO 
d 
na rc 
r DOs 
; 


tigo% 

T7@ 

<; rr 

i } 
i 


7 ie ayy 


an 


- Mee 


wip 
A ey 


siezavbAs te: os bis! yi 


aX, o “ ail : 10 ma _ 


. : . rer 
istsle? s 02 Db: 93%! TAD bets oubrovd ee 


rotate neose7on BS are bs 2st ene to 


amy 


ey 


ae 


“iid ‘Me oi “ + 33 3 os 


G79 au {A sd : eee 


by 
Ms Choy Miss sie? +o wisi 5 ne 
ee ey — ~ : fas 
= 7 a 
coks aanh Dre one-act ara » 
1 ' i 4 7 el 
ya. bas s9tiog.l yaw mac r 
: ~y 
tecen sotawied = } d 
Bran | oi 
ees le 33h8> asw re ne wth 
¥ bins 


inisdhl ont abatiw  sontolaghy pene 
a ak 
+ g1t0 é'iebs08, A bot the 


bar y 


, oe to 
mia + TL TOF 


Via a eel. - 
os ie sau 1) / 
ds odd me botlueen tire pu nat 
v% o hese 
re) 3 ra | tscariibs | edt tpkts nto 
ro = - 


7 ew 7 7 


innacds oa Tt ene selyv 


farsdii 
Lae ivi 
bas sds 
- r 
atc i 
ear 
° 7 
1 faitasel” tect (S600, os ees 
ety) a 
7 Ss A 
i Avie eae 
baeie ai mit aie tod Nuest sortase 
bi ittise 9 tol otelosb bigow ‘arn 
0£799)% 
; 4 
— ; ay 
big ft 


we er - » 
Atel PS yaM bins 


££ 
ier .2€8 ysM ,sisooyba ~ 


bes 
j ee 


aivoug ati niw +9 enisg vale en ot ott 
ni a4 S i - 


afiio vd bates Son 25w swat al aul 


ipl #8 yeM .sonevbA 


— 


oe 
VECT 4E sant laatvor oa 


55 


their initial approval of Borden's call for conscription, the provincial 
Liberal press, notably the Edmonton Bulletin, refrained from immedi- 
ate editorial comment on the developing situation. In the lull they con- 
tinued (URNS Ra election battle and simply reported events con- 
nected with the war. 

The Alberta election which would be held on June 7, 
1917 was of more immediate concern to the Alberta press. Those 
papers which were politically committed devoted more of their editor- 
ial space “3 provincial issues than to war matters. Nevertheless, the 
war did complicate the campaign and the Conservatives, during the 
session of 1917, held the view that-there should be no election until 
the soldiers had returned home. !3© Whether the calling of the election 
involved an insight on the part of Premier Sifton into the future for- 
tunes of the Liberal party in Canada or whether he was merely carry- 
ing on with the tradition of an election every four years instead of 
waiting for the full term of five years allowed by law is difficult to 
determine. 137 Nevertheless, it certainly was a fortunate political 
move, calling the election before conscription and the national govern- 
ment issues ripped the Liberal party apart. Conscription was only one 
issue which influenced the outcome of the provincial election. 138 The 
Liberal Government, although the election was not announced until 


after the session, had laid the groundwork for the election. The 


CN area Onna sti on honda et pet 7. 


138 For an examination of this and other election issues 


see Chapter VII, ''Alberta Politics and the War of 1914-18,"' in L. G. 
Thomas, The Liberal Party in Alberta, pp. 154-187. 
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announcement of the election was headlined by the Bulletin on 


May 15. 19 Three days earlier the Bulletin had carried a summation 


of the legislation passed in the last year! 40 


and the issue announcing 
the date of the election as June 7 also contained an advertisement of a 
political meeting featuring Premier Sifton and Mrs. Nellie Mc Clung.!41 
The Liberals campaigned on the basis of their progress- 
ive legislation and all rural papers which supported the government 
contained a large one» sheet insertion--as large as four regular pages 
in the regular provincial weekly press. This statement of the ''Pro- 
gressive Laws Passed by Legislative Assembly'' was introduced as an 
"Official Resume of the Acts Enacted at Recent Session, Prepared by 
Ju: D. Hunt, 2. A« Clerk of theslegislative Council. so that everyone 
can Easily Understand Changes Made in Old Acts and Scope of New 
Legislation" and every aiseetitiene advised to ''Keep this paper for 
future reference. ''144 
Conscription was not a large issue in the provincial 
election as other issues related to the war were more frequently 
debated. During the Bisetion careaient the Conservatives continued 
to object to the Act which provided for two soldier representatives in 


the Alberta Legislature. Since these two representatives were to be 


chosen by Albertans serving overseas in lieu of voting in their own 


139Bulletin (Edmonton), May 15, 1917, p. 1. 
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constituencies, the Conservatives continued to view this Act as a gov- 
ernment attempt to hive the vote. 143 The Calgary Herald addressed 
itself ''to the Electors" on this question. 


No voters list is prepared. Soldiers to the 
number of about 35, 000 fighting at the front robbed 
of their franchise and offered a joke instead, while 
hordes of untutored foreigners, many of alien enemy 
origin willbe driven like cattle to. the polls ta vote 
for Siftonian democracy. 


Sifton was often confronted on the issue of the soldiers 
vote. Ina speech at High River on May 22 his answer was ''that no 
matter what else happened there would be 13 soldier members in the 
next House. "'!45 The alien vote question provided one of the most vol- 
atile issues of the campaign and the Lethbridge Herald noted the editor- 
ial position of the Calgary Herald by quoting the following editorial. 


There is involved in the Alberta contest, the 
clear cut issue as to whether British people are to run 
their own country, or whether for the sake of keeping 
in office a miserable group of subsidy-hunting politic- 
ians, foreigners, even those of alien enemy birth are 
to be counted for their franchise while Canadians wear - 
ing the uniform of their king are to be ignored. That 
is the situation in Alberta today. That is the basis upon 
which Premier Sifton has called the present election, 
and by means of which he hopes to grab another lease 

on power. That is the principle for which Liberal can- 
didates in Calgary and elsewhere must stand if they 
stand under the Sifton banner. 


LAS eC HAMRIGHDOTTS pyi804: 


144tierald, May 22, 1917, p.°1. 


1455. Stauffer, the Deputy Speaker, was killed in 
the interval between the passage of the act which provided for the re- 
election of members on active service. This left eleven members who 
retained their seats automatically plus two representatives from over- 
seas who were to be elected later. C.A.R., 1917, p. 803. 
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The Lethbridge Herald then asked if: 
. the Calgary Herald will tell us why leader Mitch- 


ner of the opposition has so studiously avoided any 

reference to this issue? Is it because Leader Mitch- 

ner is playing for the large foreign vote in his own con- 

stituency and is willing to leave it to his henchmen to 

create a stench by raising the question in ultra-loyal 

Calgary ? 147 

The Albertan also demanded clarification of the position 

of the opposition leader and suggested that ''the time to discuss the 
enfranchisement or the disfranchisement of the alien was at the last 


"1 


session of the legislature'' and the Conservatives ''should have brought 


it up then. 1148 


' 
Actually, Mr. Michener had stated his position on 
May 24 when he denounced ''the effort of the Sifton Government to hive 
the soldier vote as a deliberate plot to give greater weight to the vote 
of the ene enor electorate'!4? in Alberta. Mitchner claimed that 
the 34, 659 fighting men and nurses at the front had been arbitrarily 
lured into two seats by an Act of the Legislature leaving the province 
at the mercy of alien enemies or other naturalized voters. 150 Never- 
theless, Mr. Mitchner remained fairly quiet on the subject and some 
of the Liberal organs suggested ulterior reasons for this attitude both 
before and after the aie Sheth, Apparently there were a considerable 
number of aliens in Mitchner's own constituency which may have 
accounted for his relative silence. Discussion in the press indicated 


that the alien controversy was indeed an election issue. The Albertan 


asked for clarification of the whole question: 
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Do the people who talk about the alien vote mean 
the country should prevent unnaturalized citizens from 
voting? They are not permitted to vote now. Or is it 
that they would shut out naturalized persons of alien 
enemy origin from voting? No person has made this 
very definite, and a great deal depends actually upon 
what the question means. 


The Edmonton Journal declared that the disfranchise- 
ment of.'all citizens of alien enemy origin" had ''never been approved 


1 


of by the opposition;'’ rather, the proper policy was to go after ''indi- 
viduals whose disloyalty is fairly open to question. "152 The Journal 
continued in the same editorial to point to the fact that soldiers vote 
had been "hived"' into two constituencies. ''They are being discrimin- 
ated against in favor of those of alien enemy origin, to whom the gov- 
ernment is in many ridings making a special appeal, and therein lies 
the injustice of the situation. "153 This editorial caused the Albertan 
to comment that apparently ''after all the excitement and turmoil and 
trouble and bad feelings about the statements of the disfranchisement 
of the aliens, the Conservative party has no intention of doing it, 
apparently never had any such intention. nlo4 
The Liberal position on enemy aliens was outlined by 
the Lethbridge Herald. 
If there are alien enemies who are a menace 
to the country they should be in the concentration 
camps. If they are naturalized British citizens who 
have become so under our laws and constitutions, we 
have no right to change their status. They came to 


us on our invitation and to escape the militarism of 
their own countries, lo deprive ‘them of their standing 


151 aibertan (Calgary), May 19, 1917, p. 3. 
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arbitrarily would not be British fair play. 155 


It was also suggested that it was a federal matter falling 


156 


under dominion law. "If the citizenship of this or any other class 
were to be suspended it would have to come from the Dominion Parlia- 
ment,'' declared the Alliance Times, ''not from the Provincial Legis- 
lature, "197 

The campaign was not particularly exciting and the out- 
come of the provincial election was no surprise. The Liberals 
remained in power with thirty-four seats; the Conservatives received 
nineteen seats; and the Independents, which included two Non-Partisan 
members, obtained three seats. 158 The results were not pleasing to 
all parties and the Peace River Record, a Conservative supporter, 
objected to the methods used in the election. 

Even though returned to power, the Sifton admin- 

istration cannot hope for the support of the soldier mem- 

bers after the flagrant exploitation of the alien vote 

throughout the province and the contemptible attitude 

which Sifton himself adopted throughout the campaign 

toward the returned soldiers. 

Conservatives also claimed that Liberal workers were 

using the conscription issue in two constituencie s--drawing support for 
the Liberals by claiming that the Conservatives were the war party and 


were supporting conscription of all men of military age. 160 One of 


these constituencies was Red Deer where Mitchner, the Conservative 
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leader was fighting a tight battle, winning by the narrow margin of 
twenty-three votes. 161 At least one Alberta newspaper commented on 
results in this constituency. 


Mr. Mitchner, leader of the Opposition, was 
re-elected by the skin of his teeth. A number of out- 
lying non-English speaking districts returned a major- 
ity for him in the eleventh hour. Mr. Mitchner will 
probably have very little to say about shige ae pas 
the naturalized foreign-born voters henceforth. 1o2 


Of course not all the weekly press concurred with this 
outlook. 


The northern polls went solidly for Sifton largely 
if not wholly on account of the conscription cry raised 
by his workers a few days before election. If this is 
the plank upon which the Liberal party expects to work 
at the forthcoming. federal elections it is well that it be 
known. In any event the Conservatives are warned, in 
the meantime we say to our friends in those districts 
that they need have no fear, the Conservatives will deal 
rightly and justly with them. We are sorry that they 
should have allowed a gang of election-heelers to fool 
them as they did on June 7th. 


The naturalized vote was certainly a factor in the elec- 
tion and the Conservatives were probably justified in their assumption 
that most of these Albertans voted for the government. As to the 
importance of the conscription issue in the provincial election of 1917, 
it is difficult to determine whether it played a large part in determin- 
ing the votes of naturalized Canadians. The Canadian Annual Review 
for 1917 declared that ''the bare possibility of conscription and the 


known opposition of Sir W. Laurier to it was enough to influence largely 
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the foreign naturalized vote in the province. 
probably true. that these people would have voted for the government 
in any case and the conscription issue, although the Conservatives 
attempted to keep clear of it, simply clarified the issue and increased 
the resolve of these Albertans to support the government. 165 
Following the election, two issues were widely dis- 
cussed in the Alberta press; first, the conscription issue and then 
"the Union Government" problem in which Premier Sifton took great 
interest. 166 The Empress Express declared that ''all interest aside 
from the crops is focussed on the Conscription Bill which has been 
brought before the Dominion House by the Premier. n1l67 The Express 


also noted that ''the general expression of opinion’! was ''! 


t 1168 


very diver- 
gen 
On June 7, the Edmonton Journal announced that Sir 
Wilfrid had "blocked"! the "effort to unite Canada against the domina- 
tion of Germany. "169 The release of the correspondence between Bor- 
den and Laurier had revealed that Laurier had found Borden's offer of 
coalition unacceptable. The Premier's proposals included the dissolu- 


tion of Parliament following the passing of the Military Service Bill and 


ioe Ah olen 802, 


105 Ror a discussion of voting patterns in Alberta elec- 
tions see Thomas Flanagan, ''Political Geography and the United 
Farmers of Alberta, '' in The Twenties in Western Canada, Mercury 
Series, edited by S. M. Trofimenkoff (Ottawa: National Museum of 
Man, National Museums of Canada, 1972), pp. 143-59. 
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an appeal to the country for support for the coalition government before 
the Military Service Bill was enforced. 170 The offer "had been as fair 
as Borden could make it.'"!7! Laurier could name half the ministers 
and have a voice in policy but Laurier turned down the offer. His rea- 
sons were not clear, although one of his biographers suggests that the 
fact that Laurier would have to stand with Borden in favour of conscrip- 
tion, without prior direction from the people in the form of a referen- 
dum or election first, influenced his decision. 172 Borden wanted coal- 
ition, the Act*passed;"and then an election before the Act‘was enforced; 
Laurier wanted a referendum or election, then possibly a coalition, and 
finally the passage and enforcement of the Military Service Act. 
The Liberal press was silent no longer. The Edmonton 
Bulletin expressed its views on rumors which stated that Borden was 
trying to induce individual Liberals who favoured conscription into a 
coalition government. 
Sir Robert Borden announced conscription 

apparently without previously consulting either his 

colleagues or the Opposition. But when he found con- 

scription defied by his Nationalist friends in Quebec 

and objected to by some important elements outside 

Quebec, he proposed to take some Liberals into the 

Government in hope that they would extricate him from 


the situation into which he had put himself. 


The Bulletin suggested that Borden believed ''in going to 


10 mor a discussion of Borden's position see R. Craig 
Brown, ''The Political Ideas of the Prime Ministers of Canada,'' in 
The Political Ideas of the Prime Ministers of Canada, edited by Marcel 
amelin ttawa: niversity o ttawa, 5 


171 soseph Schull, Laurier: The First Canadian (Tor- 
onto: Macmillan of Canada Ltd., Meee 


172i1phid. 173Bulletin, June 9, 1917, p. 7. 
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' with the support and under the banner of a 


the country for a mandate 
coalition ''which he has failed to organize. wl74 The Bulletin then ques- 
tioned Borden's leadership in an editorial entitled ''Sir Robert Borden 
should quit. "175 On the same day, June 9, the Calgary Albertan criti- 
cized the method with which Borden introduced his conscription legis- 
lation and suggested that Borden had pushed some supporters of con- 
scription into the opposing camp by the timing of his offer of coalition. 

Sir Robert Borden made a tactical blunder in 

the time and.manner of offering coalition, The time 
for a coalition government was at the beginning of the 
war. The time that it was offered was after the last 
resort conscription had been decided upon. The gov- 
ernment has conducted the affairs and adopted a very 
extreme policy, and then asked the oppasition to walk 
in and assume the responsibility for it. 

On June 11 Borden introduced the Military Service Bill 
into the House. The following day the Edmonton Bulletin admitted that 
coalition might be necessary for the introduction of conscription and 
agreed that the leader must come from "the Conservative -Nationalist 
section as it is the largest,'' but denied Sir Robert Borden's ''right to 
lead because of his blunders."'!?" The Bulletin maintained its position 
concerning coalition and conscription for the next few days. 

The Calgary Herald described the Military Service Bill 
as an act that had "been carefully thought out'' and stated that ''total 


exemptions are not numerous and there can be little fault found with 


the méasure on this score. "178 The Herald gave an elaborate 
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explanation of the act and declared that ''we must keep faith with our 
brave men in the firing line.'"'!79 If the bill was defeated when the 
measure came to a vote, then there would be a general election result- 
ing in unnecessary delay. The Herald suggested that the ''Liberals 
ane to save their party may kill conscription. 1180 tn the Beis 
front page story, the Calgary Herald announced that the government 
was to conscript wealth although editorially the Herald did not seem as 
confident of the government's programme concerning the conscription 
of wealth. 18! "The Borden government would be easing its own path- 
way materially if it were to deal with this phase of the national service 
problem now and ina satisfactory manner. n182 
Western newspapers were not alone in their advocacy of 
this issue. The issue of conscription of wealth was introduced into the 
bering: House by the Honourable George P. Graham who planned to 
move an amendment to the motion to go into supply in order to give 
members of the opposition an opportunity to express their views as to 
what steps they thought should be taken by the government in addition 
to the conscription of men. 183° The Bulletin carried the actual wording 
of Mr. Graham's resolution. 
That in the opinion of this house it is desirable 

that steps should be taken forthwith by the government 

to provide that accumulated wealth should contribute 

immediately and effectively to the cost of the war; and 

that all agricultural, industrial, transportation and 


national resources of the country should be organized 
forthwith so as to ensure the greatest possible 


179tpid., p. 7. 180Ipid., June 13, 1917, p. 1. 


‘T8linia, 182tpia., p. 6. 
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assistance to the empire in the war ang to reduce the 
cost of living to the Canadian people. 4 


Other Liberal papers insisted that the conscription bill 


was not inclusive enough and one of the popular demands continued to 


be a call for conscription of wealth and resources. 


The Military Services Bill considered by itself 
does not meet the needs of the hour, or reflect the 
views of the country. The concurrent conscription of 
all the resources necessary to the prosecution of the 
war is the only policy that can command Liberal sup- 
port. 


The Toronto News agreed with the Toronto Globe and 


felt that conscription of wealth had been lightly disregarded. 186 si, 


James Lougheed, government leader in the Senate, declared that the 


government had already started on the conscription of wealth. 187 


Conscription of wealth ''according to the government" suggested the 


Albertan, "is the placing of a small tax upon certain exorbitant prof- 


its: 


1188 


"That is not our idea of the conscription of wealth, nl89 


declared the Albertan. 


News, 


It amounts to nothing at all. To suggest that 
the man of money who yields a pittance of his enor- 
mous profits, most of which are due to war activity, 
is making a sacrifice which can be compared in any 
way to the conscription of man power, is toying with 
a serious situation. That is no sacrifice at all. 

Let us have real conscription of wealth. 


1845 5g, 


Beamer Globe quoted in the Medicine Hat Weekly 


June<24, 191%." pr 1: 


POT eons News quoted in the Bulletin (Edmonton), 


June 255) LOL. De it. 


187 aibertan (Calgary), June 27, 1917, p. 1. 
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The Bulletin agreed with this position but did not com- 
ment on the outcome of the discussions in the House. As the Military 
Service Bill moved nearer to the second reading in the House, the 
Bulletin reiterated its proconscription stand. 191 However, this time 
the Bulletin eed that estes would be necessary for the conscrip- 
tion legislation to be enacted and declared that coalition was now "'out- 
side the issue. '!94 
A coalition Government was not proposed for the 

purpose of introducing compulsory service. Sir Robert 
Borden announced his intention of applying conscription 
without consulting anybody outside his own party. He 
only asked for a coalition of parties to save him from 

his Quebec friends who do not favor conscription and to 
re-establish him in the Premiership for another term. 193 

The Edmonton Journal found the Bulletin's editorial 
position somewhat exasperating. ''Why does Frank Oliver not admit 
frankly that his object has never been to bring about compulsory ser- 
vice, but simply to injure the government ?'!!94 demanded the Journal. 
The editorial position of the leading Liberal daily was beginning to 
solidify. First, the Bulletin insisted that it stood for compulsion since 
the voluntary system had failed; a failure which the Bulletin held to be 
the result of mismanagement on the part of the Borden Government. 
Furthermore, since the Bulletin was a supporter of Laurier, this 
demand for conscription was accompanied by a request for a referen- 
dum. Second, the Bulletin advocated conscription of wealth as Well as 


men and finally, the Bulletin objected to the selective basis of the Mili- 


tary Service Act, taking great exception to the manner in which people 


Logi 192 


Bulletin (Edmonton, June 14, 1917, p. 7. Ibid. 
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would be excluded from the Military be Gale Act. 195 Throughout the 
month of June the Bulletin defended its editorial position against the 
Conservative press. 

The Calgary Herald had predicted that the Liberals 


would support a referendum on the issue of compulsory military ser- 


196 


vice and was proved raght-in its prediction. An amendment to the 


Military Service Act, asking for a referendum, was moved by Sir Wil- 
frid Laurier on June.18 and seconded by Frank Oliver. 197 Waurier 


continued to pledge the loyalty of Quebec if the referendum on con- 


198 


Seription carxied. The Herald speculated whether Quebec would 


follow Laurier or Bourassa if the referendum was successful. ''Sir 


1 


Wilfrid's real hope,''’ announced the Herald, is ''that a referendum 


would not carry. nl99 

The situation in Quebec was being aggravated by the 
reports circulating in English-Canada suggested the Bulletin. One of 
these reports referred to the ''terrorizing methods of Quebecers'' who 
were ''threatening death to men who supported the government!'290 on 
the conscription issue. The Bulletin also noted the opposition of the 


president of the Dominion Trades and Labour Council, who was 


1201 


"appealing to organized labor to oppose conscription unless there 


was ''conscription of money and the nationalization of industries out of 


19>5ulletin(Edmonton, June 20, 1917, p. 20. 
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19’ Bulletin(Edmonton, June 19, 1917, p. 1. 


198 Calgary Herald, June 19, 1917, p. 1. !99tpia, 


e0UBulletin(Edmenton|, June 16, 1917, p. 7. “°'thid. 
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which war profits are made. n202 The Calgary Herald denounced this 
stand and insisted that the announcement of the forthcoming income 
tax should’ be’ €nougnh to silence the governments critics.’ The Herald 
agreed that no manufacturers of war materials should be allowed to 
make @xees B* profits: 203 

The Bulletin not only pointed out that there was opposi- 
tion to conscription as it now stood, outside of Quebec, but insisted 
that this opposition outside Quebec was far more formidable than that 
inside the province because it was based on the principle of equality. 
"If we are to have compulsion--and we need it--let it be compulsion 
all around, and all along the line of everybody and everything. 204 

After objecting further to the selective basis of con- 
scription on June 20, the Bulletin launched into a lengthy editorial on 
the position of French-Canadians toward conscription. ''It is neces- 
sary,'' suggested the Bulletin, ''to go back to the year 1909295 and 
the formation of Canadian naval service by Sir Wilfrid Laurier. Sir 
Wilfrid's policy was attacked by ''a group of men in Quebec calling 
themselves nationalists'' who objected on the basis that ''it meant par- 


1206 


ticipation by Canada in European wars. "When the elections of 


1911 were held, the Conservative party made a secret alliance with 
the Nationalists''®9! in which they divided the constituencies between 


them so they would not run against cach other in any particular 


202inhid. 293Calgary Herald, June 14, 1917, p. 6. 
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constituency. 


The attack against Laurier [in 1911} was to be 
not on reciprocity which was popular in Quebec, but 
on the naval policy, which it was urged, meant con- 
scription. Conscription was pictured in hideous terms. 
So successful was this campaign of prejudice conducted 
against Sir Wilfrid that with Conservative aid, the 
Nationalists carried some seventeen seats, and received 
in recognition of their services three of the portfolios in © 
Sir Robert Borden's cabinet. The Nationalist party 
instead of vanishing after the election of 1911, gaineda 
consciousness of its power which it theretofore had not 
had, and the present campaign in the province of Quebec 
against conscription is the logical sequence of these 
events. 208 


The Bulletin's rather unique analysis of the failure of 
Quebec to do her duty was intended to give credence to the position that 
Borden and his colleagues were responsible for the situation in Quebec. 
Further, it added support to the belief that Borden only wanted a coali- 
tion government to support his political position as it was certain that 
Quebec would not follow him on the conscription issue. 

Meanwhile the Military Service Bill was progressing 
through Parliament. An attempt was made to put the conscription bill 
off for another six months but the amendment failed when some Liber- 
als voted against it. 209 Rumors were circulating that some Liberals 
would also vote against Laurier's referendum amendment and for the 
Military Service Bill. #19 

ihe: bulletin objected to Borden's stand against a refer- 
endum. It stated that Borden's position was to allow the Be eiieree vote 


on conscription but only if they endorsed Borden as premier as well.@!! 


The Bulletin maintained that the referendum was not impossible as the 
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Journal suggested, but rather it was the only way to. give the people a 
clear voice on the matter. 2le2 A‘s tar'‘as the Bulletin was concerned, 
the division between the members at Ottawa was not as to the necess- 
ity of conscription but rather as to the "advisability of applying con- 
scription without giving the people a chance to express their approval 
or disapproval. n213 

The Bulletin continued to insist that conscription should 


be applied where it was needed and that, declared the Bulletin, ''is not 


n2l4 


in Western Canada even though this view seemed to be very popu- 


lar with newspapers published in Eastern Canada. The Edmonton 


Journal was not impressed by the Bulletin's cry that conscription 
should ''be applied where it is needed. ''“!° For the Bulletin this 
seemed to mean that ''a conscription bill should be, to all intents and 


purposes, simply a measure to compel the young men of Quebec to 


1216 


serve in the army, noted the Journal. Perhaps Mr. Oliver might 


move ''an amendment to the Military Service Bill embodying this 


idea,“' suggested the Journal, “and ask Sir Wilfrid Laurier to second 


it, "el? Oliver failed to respond to this barb by his local opposition, 


probably because it was politically expedient to avoid further comment 
on this issue. 
The Calgary Herald on June 23 again hinted at the 


breakup of the Liberal party. 218 The Bulletin found it "curious that 
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all the lamentation about the division which the conscription bill is 
making in the Liberal party in Parliament is coming from Conserva- 
tive newspapers. "219 Indeed it was probably not so strange as the 
Liberals were still struggling with their stand on the issue. The issue 
itself was emotionally charged and papers often made appeals which 
would certainly find receptive ears in some segments of the popula- 
tion. The following excerpt from the Edmonton Bulletin would exem- 
plify this. 

Why should an Alberta mother who has volun- 

tarily given one boy to his country be forced to also 
give the other boy in order that a mother in some other 
part of Canada may be excused from giving either of 
her boys? Particularly as the leading member of the 
Government from the Province of Quebec says there is 
no need of imposing that double sacrifice upon the one 
in order to excuse the other. 

Other issues tended to complicate the conscription issue 
even further. Senator Landry suggested that Parliament had no right 
to pass the conscription bill or any other bill for that matter as the 
life of Parliament had expired. 221 This was a question which was to 
be resolved in July. An extension resolution was proposed which 
would ask the British Government to extend Parliament for one year, 
to October /, 1916. 222 The results of this vote, although the resolu- 
tion carried eighty -two to sixty-two, were considered insufficient to 
justify an extension and an election was predicted. The votes were 


largely along party lines but six Liberals voted for extension while six 


Conservatives voted against the motion. 223 The ‘Calgary Herald noted 


219Bulletin (Edmonton), June 29, 1917, p. 7. 22 1bid. 
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the reluctance of the Liberal party to vote for an extension and held 
the,pLibenals responsible for: the result. ~Moreover, the Herald :sug- 
gested that the Liberals had turned down another chance for voluntary 
enlistment which they wanted. 


Sir Wilfrid Laurier had a golden opportunity 
presented to him in the statement of Premier Borden 
to the effect that he would be willing to consider a 
final appeal for voluntary enlistment provided it were 
understood the country were not to be plunged into a 
general, electionsat once s. ens 

It was all up to Sir Wilfrid and Sir Wilfrid 
failed. 244 


Indeed, Borden announced on July 18 that he would not 


ask the British authorities for an extension of Parliament. @*° The 


question of exemptions also came up for discussion in the press. The 
Lethbridge Herald called again for the exemption of coal miners and 
farmers. If “conscription's’ chief ‘aim is*to' raise 100, 000 men for 
Peimor cements,” “then “thre seemiust- tome from the slackers engaged 


1226 


in occupations not necessary for winning the war, observed the 


Herald. 

The matter of exemptions was discussed in the Domin- 
ion House and it was proposed that farmers be excluded from the Act.*% 4 
Meighen, however, insisted that it was not necessary to detail exemp- 
tions of this type as the clause was general and it would be better to 
let the tribunals decide. 228 Nevertheless, the question of the nature 


of the exemptions which would apply to farmers continued to be a 
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contentious issue inthe federal house. 229 The farmers in Alberta 
were indeed concerned about this issue and the U. F.A. continued to 
call for conscription of wealth as well as men. The position of the 
U.F.A. as stated by its Board of Directors follows. 


Resolved that we, the Board of Directors of the 
United Parmers of Alberta; in executive meeting 
assembled, hereby affirm our belief in the principle of 
the selective conscription of men to carry on the war 
and the conscription of wealth for the same purpose. 
We also pledge our support to the government in an 
effort to intelligently and prudently carry into effect 
the conscription of men for this purpose, but in con- 
nection with and at the same time as that effort is made 
we insist that the government put into effect a system- 
atic, just and equitable scheme of conscription of wealth 
of the whole country. It must be understood, however, 
that this scheme must embrace the conscription of 
wealth of all. the men and institutions of the Dominion. 
The rate at which these incomes are assessed must be 
increased as the incomes increase. 


The Edmonton Bulletin approved of the U. F.A. call for 
conscription of wealth and suggested that if there was no time for a 
referendum on the subject, perhaps the government should introduce 
conscription at once, not when the elections were over. The Bulletin 
suggested that if there was time for an election, there was also time 
fora pe rene nna 231 The Edmonton Bulletin noted that penalties for 
infringement of the Military Service Act covered public speaking and 
publications which obstructed the law. 232 The question of press cen- 
sorship was discussed and the Bulletin was unhappy with the result. 


The Bulletin predicted that the Act would not be enforced fairly and 
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pointed to the differences between Quebec and the rest of Canada. 
"Look at Quebec--newspapers and individuals are suppressed else- 
where but Government allies go unmolested. 1233 Nevertheless, the 
penalties for obstructing the Conscription Act included suspension for 
newspapers who published "articles derogatory to the Act. na34 The 
Bulletin objected to the amendments which were ''introduced to curtail 
Hires Speech andthe Pareedom of the Press’ and congratulated ''Nich- 
olas Romanoff Borden. ''3° Throughout July the Bulletin continued to 
hammer away at the Borden Government. 
ourable Frank Oliver was ''making a name for himself which will not 
be creditable when history of. the war is written. 1236 Prank Oliver, 
declared the Herald, exhibits "bitter animosity to anything Conserva- 
tive'' and consequently opposed the Conscription Act "regardless of 
anything. ''23? The Herald was running out of patience. 
Mr. Oliver is getting to be an ’old’man and much 

may be forgiven in an old man whose past record is one 

ofmerit, “Bul there ts a limit to patience even with ‘the 

old man when he is becoming a nuisance and Mr. Oliver 

is rapidly approaching the limit. 238 

The-Bulletin declared that to win the "war and to win 


the election’'*>? would be the Liberal stand. ''Under Laurier we will 
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234uitedicine Hat Weekly News, July 19, 1917, p. 7. 
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fight, "249 aeclared the Bulletin. The Bulletin was of the opinion that 


the Conscription Act infringed upon the personal liberty of 100, 000 of 


the citizens of Canada. 


With the election, noted the Edmonton Journal, the 
people of Canada will have a chance to turn out the government which 
proposes ''to infringe on the personal liberty of 100,000 of its citi- 


zens.'241 Further, they may 


place in office-Mr. Oliver's twisted leader, Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier, who according to the leading Liberal newspaper 
of the west is ''inflexibly opposed to the compulsory 
enlistment of mankind immediate or remote.'' There is 
no autocracy in Canada. If the people wish to do nothing 
more in connection with the war, they will now have the 
opportunity to realize their wishes by returning Sir Wil- 
frid Laurier and Mr. Oliver. 


On. July 25,. 1917,the Bulletin noted the passage of the 
Military Service Bill. Twenty-two Liberals voted with the government 
-conscriptionists, the total vote heithe 102 to 44.243 Borden had suc- 
Paid in passing the Military Service Act. Would he be able to obtain 


a coalition to enforce this Act? 
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CHAP DER TY, 


CONSCRIPTION AND COALITION 


As the Military Service Bill was being introduced into 
the House of Commons, politicians were giving serious consideration 
to another issue for the first time. Although agitation for some form 
of national or win-the-war government had existed for some time in 
Canada, it did not become an acceptable alternative to the majority of 
Canadian public men until after the announcement of conscription by 
the Premicr. \Barlier suggestions of coalition had been rejected by 
both political parties. Partisanship had overridden the call for 
national government by some members of both parties and the press. 
Only after the introduction of the Military Service Bill into the House 
was Borden actively involved in attempts to form a coalition govern- 
ment and whether he was motivated by political necessity or by a true 
desire for. a real war Seance creme ed of the best men available 
is open to debate and although the latter consideration is probably the 
correct one, the political benefits were obvious. j 

The Canadian Annual Review for 1917 aesetibed the 
movement for a united government as a ''natural instinctive impulse''é 


and pointed out that by May of 1917 some form of national government 


éxisted in Britain, France, New Zealand, Australia, and South Africa. 


| aperk Craig Brown and Ramsay Cook, Canada, 1896- 


1921: A Nation Transformed (Toronto: McClelland and Stewart Ltd. , 
1974), pp. 269-70. 
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At the start of the war there had been an apparent harmony in Parlia- 
ment and some members predicted a lull in party strife for the war 
period. This restraint from active dissension did not last and by 
1916 and through into 1917 the Liberal press denounced Borden "'as 
slow in thought and policy, lacking in all initiative, devoid of personal 
and political strength''> and demanded his resignation. Demand for a 
change in government was not limited to Canada, nor was the desire 
for a change in leadership. Sir Robert Borden was the only original 
war premier in the world except for M. Radislavolf of Bulgaria. 4 
Neither the Conservative party nor the Conservative 
press were strongly advocating Union or national government at the 
beginning of 1917. They were suspicious of the Liberal journals which 
advocated that course of action and indeed had little reason to feel 
otherwise as the Liberal press continued to attack the government. 2 
Many Conservatives regarded the demand for national government as a 
ploy of members of the opposition who simply wanted to obtain office. 
It was urged by such vigorous Conservative 

journals as the Winnipeg Telegram that the Conserv- 

ative Government had subordinated party to national 

war purposes and was, therefore, a National Govern- 

ment; it was claimed that if Sir Wilfrid Laurier would 

not join in such a simple national project as a united 

appeal for enlistment and war service it would be 


quite impossible to obtain union ,upon all the complex 
issues dividing the two parties. 


Pitsicighstnin 


Among these attacks were the financial criticisms of 
the Toronto Star, the vigorous onslaughts of the Toronto Globe upon 
Mr. Rogers, and the continuous criticism of the Borden Government 
by the Regina Leader and the Edmonton Bulletin. 
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The Conservatives regarded coalition without Sir Robert 
Borden at the helm to be out of the question. The alternative of Sir 
Wilfrid or some unknown Liberal or Conservative SAE not be Be ects 
able to the party faithful as it could be Cone ed as a victory for the 
Liberals. Partisanship entered the matter at all stages for obviously 
if new Receie were to enter the government, some of the old guard 
would be forced to depart. This made discussions within the Conserv- 
ative party politically explosive and indeed was the most obvious parti- 
san reason for not openly supporting an alternative to the present 
administration. | 
Coalition up until the beginning of 1917 had been, as 
far as the press was concerned, almost exclusively a Liberal propa- 
ganda move, although it received some support from W. F. Maclean 
and the Toronto World, from Sir Clifford Siftton and the Manitoba Free 
Pecos. and from other elements not firmly involved in partisan poli- 
tics. / 
One of the first Liberal advocates of Union government 
was the Ottawa Free Press edited by E. Norman Smith which, on 
July 1021915. declared that; 
. the formation of a Dominion Coalition Sapte 
ment, under Sir Robert Borden, if it is so desired, 
would be the truly patriotic thing for Canada's leading 
statesmen to bring about--patriotic for the Empire 


and patriotic for Canada. 


Throughout 1916 the Toronto Star advocated a non-party 


? Thid. 


? Ontava Free Press, July 10, 1915, quoted in i. A. oe : 
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government, declaring on January 4, 1917, ''There should be no party 
in office at this time. '' The Star advocated a non-partisan war admin- 
istration and suggested that if Sir Robert Borden brought about this 
change, ''it would be the end of his troubles and the beginning of his 
usefulness. ''9 
The Manitoba Free Press saw national government as 
the only means of increasing the war effort. 
A united National Government is important: 
United action by the whole country is more impor- 
tant. The former is fundamental because it is the 
only way of effecting the latter. 
On May 16, 1917 the Toronto Star, although continuing 
to criticize the Borden government for "inefficiency, incapacity, and 


weakness,''! 


expressed the opinion that the country would follow Sir 
Robert Borden if he would "institute food controls, put the Militia Act 
in force, and reorganize ship building. nll Two days later the Star 
again recognized that the organization of a non-partisan government 
was the greatest need. 12 The Toronto Globe was direct in its censure 
of the Borden administration. 
The failure of the Borden Administration was 
due to the absence of statesmanship and the lack of 


moral stamina and that in everything that effects the 
successful prosecution of the War and the welfare of 


80 


Cota Janvaryes, 19lG, tjuotec mC. Ack. Lol?) po 556. 


Ores Press, January 6, 1917, quoted in Cc; ne Res 
1917, p.. 557... For.a.discussion of the attitude of the Manitoba Free 
Press see Ramsey Cook, The Politics of John Dafoe and the Free 


Press (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1963), p. 68. 
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the people the Borden Government has signally [sic] 
failed to express the national mind. 13 


While the Liberal press appeared to at least prefer con- 
scription and coalition, the attitude of official Liberalism remained 
cool to the idea of coalition and declared for the future in terms of 
party politics. 14 Official party reactions did not reflect the growing 
enthusiasm for national government among the population. A better 
indication of the general feeling in the country was attempted by the 
Toronto Star which published replies from prominent people across 
the country to the Star's enquiry whether the time had arrived for a 
truly national government. Those contacted replied 70 percent in the 
affirmative. !> On February 3 the Star published replies from sixty - 
five prominent western Canadians; of these, 80 percent replied in the 
affirmative. 16 | 

Agitation for a national government outside of the press 
continued to grow. Various organizations declared themselves behind 
a Sethe -war eh eee as Win-the-war meetings were held across 
the country and local win-the-war groups were established. This 
movement culminated in the National Unity Convention which met in 
Montreal on May 23-25 with five hundred delegates present. ''A Win- 
the -War and Canadian Unity League was formed with H. J. Gagne, 
Montreal, as President and Frank Wise, Toronto, Secretary- 
Treasurer. '"'!? 

13Globe, May 5, 1917, quoted in C.A.R., 1917, p. 557. 

eee Reel ole tp. 557. 

l5star, February 3, 1917, quoted in C.A.R., 1917, p. 559 
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Success for the league in Alberta, however, was under 
question and the Calgary Herald gave advance notice that the ''Win-the- 
War Convention proves failure as far as Alberta is concerned. nl8 No 
official representatives would be attending from the southern half of 
the province as notice for the convention had been too short and it was 
felt that the western delegation would be ehivorka by the East. 19 

Agitation by the Alberta press for national government 
was centered in the editorial columns of the Alberta dailies. The 
unanimous support for the war initially brought about a brief lull in 
political animosity in Alberta. The sub-headline of the Bulletin on 
October 9, 1914, ''Partisan Politics go den in Alberta Legisla- 
ture, roe expressed the sentiment of the members of the legislature 
regarding the war as did the unanimous acceptance of a motion intro- 
duced by Premier Sifton two weeks later expressing the support and 


the loyalty of Alberta in the war. 21 


Although various newspapers and 
groups declared a political truce. tive See wil in political activity 
was usually very brief and partisan politics remained a feature of the 
provincial political scene for the duration of the war. 

As the war progressed, the press of Alberta reflected 
the deepening concern of the Canadian people over the war. The 
lengthy casualty lists following the Battle of Ypres and the use of 


poison gas by the Germans in April of 1915 brought the nature of war 


home to the Canadian people. The Edmonton Bulletin called for 
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co-operation and an end to differences in an empassioned editorial: 


We know now what the meaning of war is, of what the 
people of older lands have been enduring for months, 
and how and why it is that they have subordinated 
everything to the one thought of beating the enemy. 
Who with the vision of that wild charge at Ypres before 
his mind wants to talk of politics? Away with such 
trifling! This is too awful a time to fritter away 
money and energy in party warfare. There is only one 
proper subject before the Canadian people today: the 
war. And whoever seeks to divert their attention and 
effort from that is an ally of the enemy. The men who 
fell at Ypres have pledged us with their lives to devote 
ourselves singly to the cause for which they died. 


The Bulletin's advocation of co-operation did not, how- 
ever, carry over to the idea of coalition which it described in the foll- 
owing terms. 

Some of Sir Robert Borden's parliamentary supporters 
think it would be a good scheme to form a coalition 
government at this stage of the proceedings. So it 
would be--for Sir Robert and the party that has to 
answer for the last two years. 

It will be time enough to talk about coalition 

government in Canada when the coalition government 
of Great Britain has shown that a mixture of oil and 
water is an improvement on both, And when the Bor- 
den government has shown that it has anything to put 
into a coalition other than an accumulation of liabili- 
ties. 

While other western Liberal newspapers agreed with 
the Bulletin's criticism of the Borden government, they did not agree 
with the Bulletin's position on coalition. During 1916, their main con- 
cerns were the inadequacies of the Borden government and no Alberta 
paper launched a concerted effort for a national government until 1917. 


As the year 1917 opened, the campaign for Union gov- 


ernment began. The leading westerp Liberal organ, the Manitoba Free 
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Press, declared: "It will require a united effort of the nation to sub- 
stitute a National Government for the blind partisan leadership of the 
blind. 124 The organ of western farmers, the Grain Growers Guide, 
suggested that what was needed was a national government "in which 
both parties will be represented and in which organized labor and 
agriculture will not be overlooked. N25 

Already a supporter of national government, the Cal- 
gary Albertan began its 1917 campaign for national government on 
January 5. Expressing its "lack of confidence in the administration'~© 
the Albertan opposed any immediate extension of Parliament and 
declared for a national administration composed of the strongest men 
Mite country. 

In that cabinet, in addition to men like Borden, 

White, Foster and Meighen, we should have men like 
Laurier, Lemieux, Rowell and Clark. We should have 
Labor men like Watters and Simpson or Verville. We 
should have the ablest men of business and the fact 
that they have taken part in public life should not debar 
them {fom orice. 

The Albertan opposed any further extension of Parlia- 
ment until a national government was formed--a government which 
included representatives of labour and agriculture. 28 After noting that 
no other ''purely party government" in the British Empire had asked 


for extension, the Albertan gave vent to its feelings about the opposi- 


tion of the Conservative party to coalition in an editorial entitled ''Who 
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The pettier Conservatives, the little Tories 
are opposing the idea of a national government. That 
is to be expected. Even in the supreme emergency, 
these partisans cannot rise above their party. They 
are hopeless, and their petty untruthful criticism of 
the Liberal leader is as paltry as the spirit,that 
inspires it. 


The Calgary Herald thought that the movement for the 
formation of a national government merely complicated the issue and 


explained that Ottawa was suspicious of it because it involved ''certain 


m3] 


big business interests. "The latest political call is for a national 


Wh 


coalition government for Canada, '' announced the Herald. "We say 


political call because it emulates from sources that are Liberal or 
near Liberal.''>% The Herald insisted that a coalition government was 


not needed and declared that the Borden government was in a ' 


133 


‘splendid 


position so far as the conduct of the war business was concerned. 


While disagreeing with the Herald with respect to the 
Borden government, the leading Liberal paper in Alberta agreed with 
the Herald about coalition. 


The proposal for a coalition government in 
Canada appears to be getting about where it ought to 
get--that is nowhere. 

We have had a coalition government in Canada 
for five years, which has been tragically shown to be 
at least two and a half years too long. A government 
composed of straight Conservatives, united in the pro- 
motion of a policy in conformity with Conservative 
traditions and ideals would have been infinitely prefer- 
able, even to Liberals, to the vacillating and uncertain 
combination of Nationalists and Conservatives that has 


2%tiae, Ganbasy's) 1917, . 3; January 15, 1917, p. 3. 
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squandered lives and money by supplying our soldiers 
with inferior equipment at hold up prices. 


Indeed the Bulletin had little to say which favoured the 
Borden government while the Calgary Herald led the campaign for the 
Borden government and reflected the views of most Tories when it 
commented on the movement for national government. The movement 

had its birth in Toronto some months ago and 
which aimed at forcing the Borden government either 
to satisfy the demands of certain Liberals for cabinet 
office or go out of business. It is now called the 
National Unity and War Problems Movement. 

The announcement of conscription superceded the dis- 
cussion of coalition in the press for a number of days. Speculation 
about events in Ottawa related to coalition resulted in the immediate 
association of coalition and conscription. The Calgary Herald on 
June 2 recorded Borden's offer of a fifty-fifty deal to Laurier ina 
front page article while noting in the same issue that ''Compulsion will 
be insisted upon if coalition goes. "36 The Liberal press found it diffi- 
cult to assess events in Ottawa at this time and while noting ena coali- 
tion was growing in favour, they held it was “Weather late for a coalition 
government. N37 As negotiations progressed, the Herald explained that 
although the coalition scheme was looking brighter, it might be delayed. 

Laurier is willing but is being bitterly opposed 


by Pugsley, Lemieux, Oliver, and Macdonald--Carveil, 
Graham and Pardee are in favor of Sir Robert Borden's 


34 
Bulletin (Edmonton), February 1, 1917, p. 7. 


35 
Herald, May 4, 1917, p. 6. 


30h ia... Juneiay, 2917s) p. 4, 


37 aibertan (Calgary), June 2, 1917, sp. 1; Bulletin 
(Edmonton), June 95. Bo islse Dea. 
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Be UUOUEL: 38 
It was the Herald which had a few days earlier declared 
that Laurier was against coalition. 39 Most of the press reports con- 
cerning coalition in the eiF st week of June were based on the Ottawa 


rumour mill and often led papers to add their own speculative thoughts. 


40 


The failure of the coalition negotiations*~ was noted in the Alberta 


press, and the Herald felt that the failure would result in a split in the 
Liberal party and that while the Dominion Cabinet would be reorgan- 


ized on purely party lines, the conscriptionist wing of the party would 


support the government on war measures. 41 


On June 8, the Edmonton Bulletin noted the failure of the 
first efforts of Borden to obtain a coalition government and on June 9 
noted the beginning of the next stage in the negotiations. 42 it reported 
rumours that Borden was trying to induce individual Liberals who 
favoured conscription to his government. 43 The Bulletin did not feel 


obligated to change its opinion about Sir Robert Borden over the 


8 calgary Herald, June 4, 1917, p. lL. 
a2 net ee ay 9194 Fpep 6: 


40R amsay Cook noted that conscription made coalition 
impossible for Laurier. If he joined, Laurier would lose Quebec to the 
nationalists. His refusal alienated most pro-conscriptionist Liberals 
and made the formation of a coalition government inevitable. Ramsay 
Cook, The Politics of John Dafoe and the Free Press (Toronto: Uni- 
versity of Toronto Press, 1963), p. 76. Also see Barbara Robertson, 
Wilfrid Laurier: The Great Conciliator (Toronto: Oxford University 
Press, 1971), pp. 143-44. 


41 Calgary Herald, -June 9, 1917, pi 1: 
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coalition issue: 


If Sir Robert Borden has not been able to direct -one 
government in such a way that it can get the approval 
of the public to so vital a measure as conscription, 
what hope is there that he would be able to direct 
another government any better? 


The Bulletin then called for his resignation. 


It should be apaprent (Sic] to Sir Robert Bor- 
den that, with the results of his leadership so painfully 
in evidence, the highest service he can render his 
country is to resign. 


On June 12, the Bulletin momentarily softened its stand 
on coalition in an editorial. The Bulletin declared its support for con- 
scription and admitted that coalition was necessary to introduce con- 
scription and even went so far as to admit that the leader must come 


from the ''Conservative-Nationalist'' section as it was the largest, but 


denied Borden's right to lead because of his ''blunders. 146 


So long as the Borden government could go 
ahead, go backwards, or go sideways, every sugges- 
tion to follow the British precedent and form a coali- 
tion Government in Canada was met by rejection and 
ridicule from Sir Robert and every other spokesman 
for the present ministry down to the Edmonton Journal. 
Only when the Government got stuck up to the ears in 
difficulties of its own making, when it could neither go 
forward to conscription, nor backwards to voluntary 
enlistment, nor sideways to inaction did Sir Robert 
begin to call upon the Liberals to come in and pull him 
out of his predicament. 

Coalition to manage the war Sir Robert would 
have nothing to do with. Coalition to extricate his 
Government from the consequences of its own mis- 
management of the war is what he has been appealing 
for. The only proper beginning for a coalition under 
those circumstances is the resignation of the Premier 
whose incompetence has brought both the cooney se war 
effort and the Government to a standstill. q 
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Reaction from the Edmonton Journal was immediate. 


"Canada ought to have compulsory service'! 
declares the Edmonton Bulletin and in the same article 
demands that the premier who has had the courage to 
adopt a policy of compulsory service should ''go and go 
now'!'. If he did, his place would be taken by a man who 
is fighting compulsory service. Will someone please 
explain how the course of compulsory service would be 
aided if the Bulletin had its way. We cannot. 


One of the first of the prairie dailies to advocate national 
government in a concerted campaign was the Saskatoon Star. This Lib- 
eral daily was followed by the Alberta press with interest and even 
forced a reaction from some of the weekly press in Alberta. | 


The Saskatoon Star has had a vision of a Nat- 
ional Government at Ottawa, neither Liberal nor Con- 
servative, and above party politics altogether in order 
to unify the country and bring it whole-heartedly to 
support the extreme exigencies [Sic] which the war 
has forced upon us. The Star thinks that something 
bigger than a coalition of party leaders is necessary 
now. Is it possible to find enough big men in Canada 
to meet such a crisis, men who are not and have not 
been hide-bound partisans? We would like to see their 
names in print. 


The attitude of the Liberal papers on conscription made 
coalition attractive to them as a means of gaining acceptance of con- 
scription. Coalition was rapidly being advocated by more and more of 
the Liberal papers. Even the Calgary Herald ina front page editorial 
gave ' A@tribute ‘to Liberals:"'29 


As one who opposed and does oppose the Liberal 
party, the Herald salutes both the Liberal members 
and the Liberal newspapers that have placed duty before 
the party, and assures them that they may depend upon 
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the loyal co-operation of their fellow citizens of Con- 
servative Conviction. 


The question of coalition as well as conscription had 


become questions of patriotism for the Canadian people. After noting 


that the Toronto Globe and the Manitoba Free Press and other leading 


Liberal newspapers were in favour of conscription, the Red Deer 


News, traditionally Conservative, appealed for support for a union 


government. 


The only way to avert serious trouble is for the English 
speaking Liberals in Parliament to join Sir Robert Bor- 
den in a union government. Laurier stands in the way. 
Will Ontario and Western Liberals be controlled by 
personal friendship for their leader or by patriotism? 
It is the day of decision. The Globe points out the path 
of duty. The country is awaiting the issue. é 


The Red Deer Liberal paper, the Advocate, gave its 


support to national government and made an empassioned plea to ''ful- 


MiG anc altesh ahaa eaVidrs Doc ail he ihanal ear ould 


; . welcome to this end some measure of coalition; 
that failing, a great number of Western Liberals at 
least will support the Liberal members who have sup- 
ported conscription--the only adequate and scientific 
method for a democracy to raise its quota in war--or 
will support candidates of a Government pledged to 
carry out conscription despite its many weaknesses. 
The Liberals are between the devil and the deep sea 
but the Advocate sees only one way ahead for many of 
us leaving "after the war'' to deal with the calling to 
account of any who have betrayed their trust during 
the war. 
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During the month of July conscription remained the most 


contentious issue with coalition receiving some attention in Alberta 


papers. 


The discussions centered around the positions taken by other 


Pa iident  tiewse Junme274 19l7, a.) 4. 


>3advocate, July 20, p. 4. >*Ibia. 
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newspapers on the issue. For example, the Edmonton Journal took the 
Albertan to task: 


Some Liberal newspapers are making an extra- 
ordinary effort to make it appear that the divisions in 
the party are of a transient nature, the Calgary Albertan, 
for instance praises in one breath Sir Wilfrid Laurier, 
Mr. Oliver, Mr. Clark, and Mr. Buchanan. But every- 
one who is not blinded by mere party zeal must recognize 
that they cannot all be worthy of commendation. To 
praise the two latter for the stand they have taken at 
Ottawa must be to condemn the two former ane see Ra 
versa. 


After declaring that there was ''a serious duty resting 
ee every public individual and public newspaper today to be as fair 
as possible to those with whom he is not usually in agreement, 156 the 
Herald hastened to point out the shortcomings of the Albertan in this 
ImMatver. 


The Herald considers that the Morning Albertan 
is not "playing the game'' in these respects. It is dis- 
playing a spirit more narrow than that of almost any 
English Liberal newspaper in the Dominion, apart 
possibly from the Edmonton Bulletin, which always 
"takes the cake'' for political narrowness. The Herald 
believes that the Albertan would serve its duty to the 
country better if it would for once come out of its thick 
shell of partyism and give an open opinion on political 
TrVatte rs: 


The Edmonton Bulletin noted the Herald's advice: 


The Calgary Herald appeals to Liberal papers 
to ''be generous" in their criticism of the Borden 
Government. The advice comes from about the most 
inappropriate quarter possible, and is in itself about 
as inappropriate as anything that could be suggested 
from any quarter. The newspapers opposed to the Bor- 
den Government have treated that Government since the 
war broke out with a degree of forebearance such as no 
previous Canadian Government ever received--or was 


a er July 12, 1917, p. 4. 


>Scalgary Herald, July 14, 1917, p. 6. >“ Ibid. 


Pa! 


Pa 


sd) Hoo! leniteol potnombs sat", 
————— in - 4 


4 


Nn 


’ 


ne guide ont oT eteqaigey wont igxed 1 swe 


. ra anoiwivib 


"atte i 


t rms 
é 
=P 
rm 
| 
; 
AOL 
| 
' 
4 
; 
’ 
¢ 
of 
Li 
F F- 


sited tA 


awore 
a¢ 


¥ 
. 


y 
: | sf 
i 
; tie 
Bani 
az oJ 
9S Ot [ 


o°7ue 


= fi 


real 
hee 


avai lee we £07 Ty ro: < rel owe: 
sorm101 owd 98? atrobacs3 ot od “aig 


hye ¥ * pal & pape ke mii3 Lim sik: indole 


’ iO 6arrioen excro te? Dipow ‘i iit pipes By 
[en J mo) nomray j Sqr 1 jig b OAE — 
aot 
A od? lo om@rsitts<o vied? «ai ‘eure 


Inomatevow Iods beteont sved interna’ 


& 


10-«bevresS% Teves sos evOU ‘nstbensd 


fidwe unis liad nemeeiee a9 nian ac 


5) 
i 


oi! (AS RD OR Le R aT anrt sath inner 
<A “odd otis tus ere iz? & 6 16 2 adh r at 
UW sid dime? eee nf besistg SoneIIAE® 
vedoud IM bis xr ek, 7 aM ¢ 
laos Ying stom yi be 5 bined led ton 
“wTtmos 0 yatitow ond es joann apd 


#13 arly eetteloeh weA 
ed 

ile _ 

pubsvihal shidug 


Ni 


pave t OF, 


ass , ~~ omgiltel  o 
wilk a4) tt et 15. nionw itz seod} Oo: "eat 260q 
i" aa 
i 
} t itorla fd 4 nie | os ‘by nay ae bi Bo! 


7 ii ? . ‘Be So 4 bi Vive a] by! -' oi} eat: 
P ‘ i a, =y 
i a ; ; OE SITLS BD ? v iv y sig 
AH ) wouTeh | fort I tiga’ 
i qT Age wri 1s redid del 


~ 7 
se 


ie 


I * +5 
mrt Bt LAD LO aay 's> odd a et 


ae 


oi oft baron nijeliod notromb® 
‘ - 2) Pion 


edit of sldaqqs blerel yraglad 
vods moth sernrmoo 4 IVb saT : A fea 
ti ot wi bas ,aidiaeoy t$ireep eels 

sd bluoo ted gnhityns ox sishige 
suoade esegeqewon SfT ,T90as 


anetaade wl to 29% 7u9 ob o ditiw tye. 


, _ 


; - 7 a 
> ee PPL 


5 aa 


b a het SE lit taal 

7 — i 

q \Tlel (abylet 4h _ 
; ‘ (am 


- 


92 


entitled to receive. 98 


Although the majority of the Alberta Liberal weekly 
press supported conscription, they refrained from committing them- 
selves on the coalition issue. The provincial Liberal press was free 
in its criticism of the Borden government. A few of the Liberal week- 
lies tended to favour coalition even though some of these papers were 
staunch supporters of Oliver and the Bulletin. The Camrose Canadian 
thought national government possible and called on Borden to resign 
- and call an election--it felt that the present government could not be 
relied upon to enforce conscription. 59 In this, as in most political 
matters, the Canadian reflected the opinion of Oliver's Bulletin. 
Another supporter of Oliver, the Stettler Independent, went further and 
declared 

that party politics conducted for the sake of a 
party advantage in Dominion affairs during war time 
is a crime against the state, and against the soldiers 
who are representing the country at the front. 

One of the pathetic phases of partisanship at 
present is that there does not seem ito be enough power 
residing in parliament to put some of the agitators in 
Quebec against conscription behind bars. It is one 
thing to sing God save the King in parliament and 
another to let demagogues like Lavergne and See 
speak and act as though the King did not exist. 0 

Another weekly paper, the Fort Saskatchewan Conserva- 
tor, called upon history to support the movement for a coalition gov- 


ernment. 


>Spulletin, July 20, 1917, p. 7. 


>? Canadian, Maleel 9: 1907 p42 tude 26.1917, p. 4. 
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Such a form of Government has in the past been 
adopted in Canada itself. At a time when there was a 
good deal of agitation against Confederation Sir John 
MacConald [sic] and Hon. George Brown--personally 
incompatible and politically enemies--joined hands 
along with certain of their followers until the British 
North American Act became law and was placed in 
actual operation. 


Following the passage of the Military Services Bill 
through the House of Commons, the western papers began to consider 
the forthcoming Western Liberal Convention at Winnipeg. After the 
success of the Toronto meeting which had supported Laurier, interest 
in the position to be taken by western Liberals quickened. The Ontario 
Liberals proposed a campaign in which winning of the war would be the 
first consideration and declared, 

that under Sir W. Laurier's leadership the next 
campaign would be fought and won, and there would 
be no extension of the Parliamentary term, that Coal- 
ition with the Borden Government was impracticable 
and that there would be another voluntary effort before 
Conscription was enforced. 

These aims appeared to have the full support of the Tor- 
onto convention although later rumours and reports indicated that not 
all Ontario Liberals were in favour of Laurier's leadership. Follow - 
ing the convention, the Ontario Liberal press declared itself in favour 
of conscription and offered its help to all Liberal candidates who would 
support conscription and the Military Service Bill in the next election.°3 


Sir Robert Borden had continued to negotiate with lead- 


ing Liberals during July and events seemed to indicate that a coalition 
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was possible. 64 Asa considerable number of the conscriptionist Lib- 
erals were from the West, negotiations paused as Liberals prepared 
for a convention of western Liberals which was to be held in Winnipeg 
on August 7 and 8. 

The convention was called by a group of western Mem- 
bers of Parliament who were in favour of conscription in the hope that 


165 


they would be able to form ''a definite political organization to pur - 
sue the idea of Union government. Credit for calling the convention is 
often given to Sir Clifford Sifton and while he was certainly in sympathy - 
with the above objective of the convention, John, Dafoe, gave credit to 
other members of Parliament. 66 There can be, however, little doubt 
that Sifton was involved as he began his personal public campaign by 
writing an open letter, stating his support for Union government to 
Hewitt Bostock, leader of the Liberals in the Senate. 67 

In Sifton's paper, the Manitoba Free Press, an impress- 
ive campaign in favour of national government and written by John 
Dafoe appeared in the editorial columns. Sifton carried this campaign 
to the people by launching on a personal tour of the west. As Sifton 
proceeded in his western tour, he noted that the situation was not as 
favourable as he had hoped. Although he found support for his position, 


Sifton found that the delegates who were chosen for the convention were 


O4ey Borden, ed., Robert Laird Borden: His Memoirs 
(Toronto: Wacmallan Co. tof Canada, Ltd), 1938); Ih pp. 733-34. 
Oren W Daftog@- Clifford oritonninukelation to Ris 
Times (Toronto: The Macmillan Company of Canada Ltd., 1931), 
p. 418. . 
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not in sympathy with the movement for conscription and coalition. 68 
The party organization retained control of the selection of representa- 
tives and delegates and these were selected with the party interests in 
sib 

Sir Cliffora's intervention into western affairs did littie 
to further his cause. Western leaders resented the intervention of an 


individual they regarded as the embodiment of the eastern ''big inter- 
ests. 1169 They had not forgiven Sifton's desertion of the Liberal party 
or his opposition to reciprocity in 1911. The Albertan thought that Sir 
Clifford had not given an honest assessment of conditions in Canada and 
noted the lack of any call for conscription of wealth among Sir Cliff- 
ord's declarations. ‘9 The Albertan took note of the influence that Sir 
Clifford was exerting on several Calgary Liberals. His support for 
Union government and conscription was enough reason for these Lib- 
erals to oppose it. 
He is to Western Liberals what the red flag is to the 
bull. He betrayed the party on a basic principle of 
Liberalism. 
He supports Union government and conscrip- 
tion so they oppose it. 
The Edmonton Bulletin was even more skeptical of Sir 


Clifford's support and in an editorial entitled 'Win the War and Slam 


Quebec,'' the Bulletin noted that ''big business''!* had captured Canada 


Gee roid ah a 


OF st ik R. Ford, ''Some Notes on the Formation of the 


Union Government in 1917,'' Canadian Historical Review, XIX, No. 4, 
(December, 1938), 360-1. 
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in 1911 and that they had won because of the treachery of professed 
Liberals. Big business had opened its campaign in 1917 with the help 
of like treachery, suggested the Bulletin. Its purpose was "'to set race 
against race and province against province. nts | 
The situation in Calgary, however, provided the best 
example of the position of Alberta Liberals prior to the Winnipeg con- 
vention. The reaction of individual Liberals to Sifton's campaign was 
described as unfortunate by the Albertan. ''The future of the country 
is of much more importance than the expression of animosity to a man 
who does not deer well of his party. "74 The Albertan was indeed 
involved in Liberal politics. The editor of the Albertan, W. M. David- 
son, was a member of the Alberta Legislature for Calgary North. 7 
His wife was adiaared as a delegate to the Wiunipes convention at a 
meeting held in Calgary on the first of August. 76 She perieed the 
AAG delight on the grounds that she had not made up her mind about Sir 
Wilfrid and the conscription issue. Her husband, however, was con- 
vinced of the propriety of his own position aad encouraged the meeting 
to adopt a pro-conscription attitude. This course of action was 
rejected. Davidson then requested that the delegates should not be 
instructed and therefore allowed maximum freedom at the convention. 
In this he succeeded, but most of the delegates nae ena as those 
from the rest of Alberta, were pro-Laurier and if not openly anti- 


conscriptionist, they would not adopt a position which would split the 


"3 1pia. “4A lbertan (Cateary), August.2, 1917,.p. 3. 


1 @anadian Parliamentary Guide, 1917, p. 456. 
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party or alienate Laurier. 77 Nevertheless, the Albertan remained 
"hopeful" and expressed the opinion that ''the object of the convention 
is to have no test of strength between two parties but to arrive at some 
settlement satisfactory to all parties. 178 

On the morning of the convention some of the Liberal 
press in Alberta, notably the Bulletin, reported that all was well, but 
not all of the pro-Liberal papers were convinced. 79 For example, 
under the heading "It looks Dark'' the Albertan declared: © 

Things do not look good for Canada in Winnipeg 

today. Alberta which has sacrificed more men than 
almost any other province is leading the fight against 
those who wish to unite the country on conscription for 
the purpose of winning the war. All the political strat- 
egy of old Liberal campaigners is brought to bear in 
favor of Laurier and a party contest instead of union 
and a national government. It is a great pity: anda 
cause for regret and even shame to those in this prov- 
ince who have given up so much and are willing to give 
up more on behalf of Canada. 

About 1000 delegates were present when the convention 
opened on August 7. The business of the first day did not directly 
involve the issue of conscription but the general negative attitude 
toward it was discernible and Dr. Michael Clark, disappointed at the 
anti-conscriptionist attitude of the convention, left for home. Although 
conscription itself was not mentioned, the attitude of the convention to 


the Borden administration was set forth in the first resolution. The 


Convention declared ''its most severe disapproval of the War 


(Mpa. TipidsiAugust 6, 1917; "p. 3. 


7 
? Bulletin (Hdnionton) pAugust ifs, chOtels ypsod 


80 
Albertan (Calgary), August 7, 1917, p. 7. 


x 


boarenres tease vit 
norinsy no 9 sits 20 epdle oan 


wroe’isg SvVIzIs _ wid ao hha " 


aoe Bie ms lo 


Latedit ‘eli to amoe mol reaver , pid, 10° gotanortts 
0 : My iw 

rud \ilew esw iis tert fsvsoge wnisot lo HA to 
) Bets 

sfamsus 109”, DeaRIVARS SIPW 24 og aq inte 


% Tile 


‘ber Ethad nartmdiée oer’ Arn toll ih gmt a an. 


7 


agianiW at ehbatad Sok boo al bs a vs a gaidT a 
neds nor storm Hegiiizose Aoltiw ctrodté +¥8b0}, 
tanisys deft odd oatbeol et soaive zy Yedio yma a nthe 
rot: Holipenos ne tas att 2 tiaw oF derw of r 90044 
Ljetta fsottilog sft MA) awed paisa lo saoqing SM 
nt «sed of tdguow #! gisqrisd Istedhl blo te > BS 
itn io bs Je + PSInos i200 ae bask 3 oi twml Yo x pod 
c bos iviig teo7n 6 61 3) =nominteyvog pete 

-vorg ei ot seord of sible cove bas teager ot 96 rin 
svig of goiiliv o76 bas Apu oe qu mavig, oved on Al soak 
nie 08 shana ie ierted. ao stoctiqy 
7 rayie | ‘Tobey a 7 
Hooevnes sdi nedw idness tq otew selegeled er ivi) mi wits 


= 7 rv a 7 
yliostib jon bib yeh dati eal to Bet goseud oT cae es ‘o ber 
7 } ‘ 
; Pau 
sbutitte svitspen isieney oF 4d ng tit 22 enor 


¥ i 
i ang 
‘ * -_ . “Ts i 
od3 is beintoqqsath’ 16! leetoiM et bas oleia 
& Ve 


* * ; * : * 
4314 smod tot Mel ,cotinevAod oat to ebutits a 


iz 


: " 4 oon 
t nolfaevaos #f8 to ébetitte ed’ ,benciiasm jon 8 BY 
8 


‘ r é o 7 « ov - > - ,~ 
iT .nottiviose: te71) op mi ivol tee eew nONeae ths aebtoé 


‘ bs 
7 Ore ‘ 


, ; bs 
ts W of) lo isvorgqeelh ateves Seon sti! bow) 
. | | ; isis 


nm 
% 


J 


iy es. | 


£ .q TIO (6 tang wh (bia bid 


welts v 


? oan tae 
“af 


aS man . : is et 
Aq vier ,f raugua detente abe f§ 


T oq .¥le@L manok te cals aa | 
ran sS yay 


‘4 » ; ¥ ot he 
it y) i” - 


98 


administration of the Borden Government.''8! It charged the Govern- 
ment with "gross incompetence and inefficiency'' and declared that the 
Government had attempted from the beginning to make a ''national life 
and death struggle the prerogative of one political party. "82 One of 
the crucial items of business was the ''Win-the-War resolution'' moved 
by D. B. Neely, M.P. from Saskatchewan. 83 This resolution con- 
tained a clause which advocated ''the maintenance, in unimpaired 
strength at the Front, of our fighting forces, and the taking of all steps 
necessary to secure required forces for this purpose. 184 

To this clause J. G. Turriff moved an amendment which 
would add the words "'and by compulsion if possible. "85 This amend- 
ment was rejected by a substantial majority after Premier Arthur Sif- 
ton and Honourable T. H. Johnson insisted that the idea of conscription 
was implicit in the resolution as it stood. Although part of the Mani- 
toba delegation favoured the amendment, it was defeated and unanimous 
assent was given to the resolution. 86 

The resolution made no mention of coalition; however, 
Mr. Neely did describe Sir Robert: Borden's proposal of coalition as an 


insult to the opposition leader and declared that under a Liberal admin- 


istration reinforcements would be kept up at the front. The 


Se  GefoRie L9ivsnpa-57Be (nSebid. 


Oh resolution was written by John Dafoe. Cook, 


Dafoe and the Freew;Peress,epe #9: 
84ibid. 
owe R.,, 1917, p.. 574..°.The Review uses the: phrase 


"and by compulsion if possible.'' The Alberta press reported it as ''and 
by conscription if necessary. "' 


So ALR. #Ol7, pi 574. 
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anti-government attitude of the convention was based on the govern- 
ment's administration of the war. The party organizers managed to 
keep discussion of conscription and coalition off the floor although it 
has been suggested that negotiations in the backrooms were far from 
uncomplicated by these issues. 

On the following day the Winnipeg convention adopted 
another important resolution in which it endorsed Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier. The motion-stated: 


That the Convention places on record its admir- 
ation of the life and work of the greatest of all Cana- 
dians, the Rt» Hon. Sir Wilfrid Laurier, and of his 
earnest endeavour to carry out his duty as he sees it in 
the interest of all Canada respecting our part in the 
great world struggle. We express the hope that his 
undoubted ability, his long experience and matchless 
statesmanship may be utilized in reuniting the people 
of Canada in this great crisis, in the successful pro- 
secution of the War and in Sar Py Ine out the platforms 
laid down by this Convention. 8 


The Premiers of the four western provinces supported 
the resolution and the Premier of Manitoba, Honourable T. C. Norris, 
declared that: 


I have been an advocate of National Government, 
and I believe the best chance we have of a National 
Government in Canada is under the leadership of Sir | 
Wilfrid Laurier. If Sir Wilfrid recognized that there 
was a united west desirous of a National Government 
he would be statesman enough not to ignore it. When 
Sir Wilfrid is returned to power--and Sir Robert Bor- 
den can never be returned--the thing to do is to form 
a national business Government. 


Both of these resolutions were compromises and 
although apparently satisfactory to the party in the west, they did not 


achieve their purpose--to hold the Liberal party in the west together 
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ander the leadership of ‘Wares . Aninnion open dissension, with a few 
exceptions, did not occur at the convention, it materialized shortly 
thereafter. Discussions soon revealed that the only observation which 
the edhe agreed upon was that the convention had not Reeahiplished’ 
what Sir Clifford Sifton had desired of it--the formation of a group 
supporting the movement toward union government. | 

The Alberta press remained in-disagreement, as did 
the national press, over what had occurred at the Liberal Convention. 
The Edmonton Bulletin carried a headline which announced that to 


189 was the general conclusion of the 


"Conscript Everything to Win War 
Winnipeg convention, while the Edmonton Journal declared that the 
Western Liberals were behind Sir Wilfrid in their opposition to the 
conscription Act and pointed out that the Turriff amendment, asking 
for compulsion if necessary, was defeated by the convention. 90 


Editorially, the Journal suggested that the only aim of the convention 
was political power and declared the statements of the convention to be 
"nebulous, "91 pointing out that Laurier was clearly anti-conscriptionist. 
The Calgary Herald explained its view as it answered the question, 
‘What do the Liberals of the West propose 292 in a front page editor- 
ial. | 

They say that they are out to win the war; they 


claim that they are in it with a whole heart: they 
promise to maintain our fighting forces in France. 


89 
90 


Bulletin, August 9, L9l?, p,, 0. 
JOUGhelwememet 9, 19175 “pelo 
Ilipid., August 10, 1917, p. 4. 


92 
Herald, August 9, 1917, p. I. 
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Yet they balk at the word ''conscription'' they confine 
their pledges to generalities and they propose to con- 
duct their war policy under the leadership of Sir Wil- 
frid Laurier. No one Liberal or Conservative, whose 
first desire is to win the war can logically. support 
such a position. Sir Wilfrid Laurier is no leader for 
those to fight under who so desire and honest Liberals 
as well as honest Conservatives know it. Should the 
platform enunciated by the Winnipeg convention carry 
a general election under Laurier's leadership, Canada 
will be out of the war within six months. 


The Herald also pointed out that the Liberals had missed 


a great opportunity. 


Here is the opportunity of Sir Robert Borden--not to 
achieve victory for the Conservative party, not to 
satisfy those of his following who are as narrow in 
their political wisdom as the Liberal leaders at Win- 
nipeg, but to unite under his own leadership the great 
mass of Canadians who care more for country than 
for party. ? 


The Edmonton Bulletin noted that the Liberals approved 
of national government, supported Laurier, and endorsed conscrip- 
tion.?° The Albertan saw the policy as a ''Win the War Platform!'?® 
but clarified its position on the conscription issue. 


The Albertan still believes that the time for voluntary 
enlistment is past. It is convinced that not 20,000 men 
can be secured by that method. The convention, how- 
ever, was prepared to give that system another brief 
chance. 


The Albertan disagreed with the Bulletin on the resolu- 
tion concerning Sir Wilfrid Laurier. 


It is no endorsation of the conscription policy of the 
Liberal leader. It pledges no one to his leadership. 
It is an appreciation of.the services of the Liberal 
chieftain and an expression of the hope that he will 
adopt the policy of the party. If he accepts the policy 


73tpid. %41bid, > Bulletin, August 10, 1917, p. 1. 


98 albertan (Calgary), August 13, 1917, p. 3. 9" Ibid. 
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he will continue to lead the western-Liberals. If 
returned to office, upon the failure of voluntary enlist- 
ment he does not resort to conscription, he: will meet 
with the opposition of western Liberal members. 


With regard to the other contentious resolution, the Win- 
the-War resolution, the Albertan issued the following editorial. 


The Albertan's interpretation of the resolution 
is that the Liberal party is determined that Canada 
should use every means to win the war with conscrip- 
tion if the voluntary system fails, and there will be 
real conscription of wealth as well. The Liberals 
have no faith in the sincerity of Premier Borden's con- 
scription policy nor in his ability to administer it suc- 
cessfully, and if returned they desire that Laurier 
should form a national government. 


Bhe ‘Albertanccontinued tol explainnts position, moting 
that there was agreement among Liberals that the present government 
should be defeated, but whether its replacement should be a "national 
government or a Laurier government is a matter of opinion. 1100 The 
Herald questioned the proposals of the Albertan: 

Under whom, then does the Albertan propose 

to fight? Under a leader whom it claims it does not 
endorse, and who fights for a cause it does not sup- 
port? What sort of hypocrisy is this that endeavors 
tovdeiGetvetthe people of the west im the intéres tof a 
Ouebec leader while at ine same tune trying to square 
itself with the people of the west by denying the Quebec 
Leader ?/9! 

The Edmonton Journal cast further doubt on the general 
support for Laurier while the Calgary Herald continued to accuse the 


Alberta Liberals of dominating the convention and refusing to allow the 


conscriptionists to have their say. 102 The Medicine Hat News and the 
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Lethbridge Herald agreed that the convention was in favour of con- 


- scription but only after another effort at voluntary enlistment had 


failed. !93 The News admitted that the convention was opposed toa 
referendum and consequently opposed to Sir Wilfrid's ae 104 
Although the News declared that the convention was for a non-partisan 
war administration led by a ''strong man and free from all bar- 
Satie! "105 it did not believe that divergence on one question would 
lead the Liberals to repudiate Sir Wilfrid. The "Liberal ics 
concluded after declaring for National Government after Election, 106 
stated the News, while the Red Deer Advocate regretted "that the Con- 
vention was so decidedly against a bi-party or coalition government 
and was determined to run the election on party lines. N10? 
Discussions concerning the Winnipeg convention did not 
result in any sort of consensus among the press.” They continued to 
express divergent views and eventually tired of the discussions as it 
became obvious that negotiations concerning Union government were 
being conducted outside of the formal Channelsc-of the Joiberal panty. 
The number of papers which looked favourably on this type of negotia- 


tion slowly increased. Nevertheless, the prolonged discussions about 


the Winnipeg convention caused the exasperated Edmonton Journal to 


103 
| News, August 16, 1917, p. 4; Lethbridge Herald, 
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POS end Hangoe, Laurier, trans, by H. B. Myers 


(Montreal: Harvest House, 1966), p. 96. 
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ask: ''Was there really a convention in Winnipeg 21108 Its comment 
centered on the arguments presented by the Camrose Canadian in the 
discussion of whether Frank Oliver stood when the National Anthem 

was played. The Canadian stated: 


The Edmonton Journal was especially interested 
in knowing whether or not the Hon. Frank Oliver stood. 
Several times 'the Journal' has returned to the matter, 
-and finally in Monday's paper it copies from the 'Cana- 
dian Courier' direct testimony that Oliver did stand and 
thus prostituted the 'National Anthem! to that political 
use which he so much deplores. 


The Canadian then declared that the National Anthem 
was not sung at that time. 110 The Journal replied by referring to the 
number of Liberal journals which declared that it was. 111 The exas- 
peration of the Tourn put a final touch to the debate when it further 
declared: 


The Canadian only needs to pluck up a little 
more courage in order to tell us that it is alla Tory 
lie that there was a Winnipeg convention at all. That 
it would like to believe that it was all a fairy tale or 
at least a ge ae nightmare, and we can all 
well believe, 112 _ | 


Negotiations between Borden and individual Liberals 
continued throughout August. The negotiations with conscriptionist 
western Liberals was noted with interest in the Alberta press. As the 
western Liberals became convinced that Laurier was against conscrip- 


tion and would not support it, the conscriptionist Liberals began to 


ES cna ln September 4, 1917, p. 4. 


LU Garanase Canadian, quoted in the Edmonton Journal, 
September 4, 1917, p. 4. 


110s, 5d. 111 &amonton Journal, September 4, 1917, p. 4. 
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openly advocate action outside of the Liberal party. The press 
increased their call for a non-party union to promote conscription. 
The Albertan, in its campaign for such a union, suggested: 


The ideal situation would be for Sir Wilfrid Laurier to 
announce himself in favor of conscription and declare 
for national government. The situation would then be 
much simplitred: The Liberal leader has spoken in 
opposition to compulsory service, but not more posi- 
tively than Sir Robert Borden. The premier without 
any notice and comparatively little consultation, 
decided in favor of conscription of men. He has done 
nothing respecting conscription of wealth. The major- 
ity of the Liberals in Western Canada will go into the 
election behind candidates pledged to conscription of 
men, conscription of resources and national govern- 
ment, with allegiance to no leader who does not 
endorse such a policy. 

National government at this stage cannot be 
effected. except by the elimination of both panly headers 
--Sir Robert Borden and Sir Wilfrid Laurier. !13 


The Albertan's consistent opposition to Sir Robert Bor- 
den was in direct.proportion.tocthesHerald's.supportiof. Borden. The 
Herald saw Borden as the only man to link the two parties and declared 


that ''Stories that Western Liberals insist on a new leader'' were 


"absolutely wrong. nll4 


Events of the next two months were to change the atti- 
tuge O1 western Liberals. Ine first stumbling block*was removed by 
the resignation of the Honourable Robert Rogers, Minister of Public 
Works, on August 17, 1917. His removal had been advocated by most 


of the Alberta dailies and even the Calgary Herald regarded the 
Willd 


joi 


announcement of his resignation as a "cause for satisfaction. 
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The conscriptionist Liberals were not happy with the 
direction assumed by the leadership of the Liberal party following the 
Winnipeg convention and immediately set about rectifying the situation. 
Public meetings were held in Winnipeg where dissatisfaction was at its 
peak. The North Winnipeg Liberals declared in favour of a ''National 
Government'' on August 17. This was followed by a meeting of two 
thousand South Winnipeg Liberals on August 21. They expressed their 
approval of conscription and repudiated the leadership of Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier. They approved of national government, preferably under 
new leadership. 

At this meeting, Mz. Premier Norris expressed him- 
self as being opposed to Laurier leadership under 
present conditions and stated that his views put before 
the Resolutions Committee were in favor of a Western 
Liberal group pledged to no leader: ''I have nothing 
more to say except that our leader having failed us, I 
am now ready to support Sir Robert Borden in the 
formation of a National Government." 

The "united front'’ which the Liberals had managed to 
fabricate at the first Winnipeg convention and the compromises that had 
been agreed upon had rapidly dissipated. Speculation in the press now 
centered around a meeting between western Liberals which was to be 
held at Ottawa on August 20. Among those expected to attend were: 

Sit Glitiordioiuton, Bis brother Hon... Av lie <oifton, 
Premier of Alberta; Hon. J.._A..Calder, Minister of 
Public Works, Saskatchewan; H. W. Wood, President 
of the United Farmers of Alberta; T. A: Crerar, 


Winnipeg, President of ths Grain Growers Grain Co. ; 
and J. G. Turriff, M.P.!17 


UNGMerwees Wolvnen 267701 PheManitoba Premier 
repudiated his pro-Laurier stand of the western Liberal convention in 
order to hasten the creation of a pro-conscription national government. 


Ipid., p. 578. 
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At this point it was known that A. L. Sifton was in 
favour of a coalition government and on August 21 the Albertan carried 
a front page report on the Ottawa meeting, which noted that A. L. Sif- 
ton might join the National Government. 118 Events in Ottawa were 
followed with some interest in the western press. They noted the 
return west of Calder, Sifton, Wood, and Crerar and their meeting in 
Winnipeg on August 23 with Premier Martin, Honourable C. A. Dunning 
and Honourable A. B. Hudson. Following this meeting, Henry Wise 
Wood announced his support of Union government but stated that he 
would not be a member of the government. A telegram was dispatched 
to Borden declaring the support of these western Liberals for Union 
government but insisting on a change Be leadership. 119 Calder, Sifton, 
and Crerar then returned to Ottawa to continue negotiations. 

With the announcement that western Liberals were trying 
to oust Borden, the Calgary Herald voiced its anger. It took note of the 
meeting of caucus called for the following day and declared that, 
"unless the Western Liberals receded from their reported position, the 
movement for Union was dead.''!49 Caucus met on the twenty-ninth. 
Borden outlined the problem and offered to step down, suggesting that 
Sir George Foster who headed the list of acceptable alternatives pre- 


sented by the western Liberals might be the one to replace him. 121 


118 aipertan (Calgary), August 21, 1617, p. 1. 


PETC SAMR ©) h9 7 cap: 4599 580: 


tO Herald) August 28,.1917, p. 1. 


sa A. R. , 1917, p. 580. The others suggested were: 
Honourable J. P. Duff, Sir William Mulock, Sir Fred Haultain and 
Sir Adam Beck. 
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Sir George Foster refused and gave his whole-hearted support to Bor- 
den. The caucus declared its loyalty to Borden and passed the follow- 
ing resolution. 


We, the supporters of Sir Robert Borden's 
Government in the Parliament of Canada, record our 
emphatic approval of that Government's policy and 
achievements during these*three years of war. We 
endorse the earnest and patient efforts of the Prime 
Minister to bring about a union of all the war forces 
of Canada and to give to this Dominion in these days 
of ever-increasing stress, suffering and peril, the 
advantage of an Administration which would typify that 
union and speak to the world the unswerving resolution 
of our people to see this war through to victory. For 
the purpose of such union we are one and all prepared 
to make any personal or party sacrifice that the occa- 
sion may demand. We record unanimously our pro- 
found admiration of the great work and splendid leader- 
ship of Sir Robert Borden. We sincerely believe that 
no other man can discharge with like capacity the 
tremendous task of Prime Minister during this crisis 
and that now, of all times, his continuance in the 
Premiership is indispensible to the nation and to his 
support we pledge our unalterable devotion. 


On August 29 the Herald's headline proclaimed Borden 
to Stay: Union may be off, "123 but on the following day the Herald 
moderated its position, It declared that the matter of.coalition was 
now in the hands of westerners. The Herald thought that conscription- 
ist Liberals would now agree to Borden as they had repudiated 
Laurier. !44 Other papers were skeptical. Although it noted the poss- 
ible continuation of negotiations, the Albertan did not expect positive 


results: 
beg Mat op, 580-811 


1¢3 Calgary Hera. August 29 S191 fo rae el. 


124rpid., August 30, 1917, p. 1. 
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Western Liberals may continue negotiations 
for Union government is the dispatch from Ottawa. 
It is doubtful if they will get anywhere. Whatever may 
be the words of the resolution passed by the Conserva- 
tive members, the spirit is that they have no real 
desire for Union government, and Borden government 
is much more to their way of thinking. °*: 


The Edmonton Bulletin remained steadfast tn its opposi- | 
tion to Borden and his government. Of Borden the Bulletin stated: ''no 
Canadian Premier Bee rated so low for administrative ability. 126 
The Bulletin also rejected Borden's attempts at coalition. ''Have you 


been offered a portfolio yet 22? 


asked the Bulletin in one of its 
unusual editorial aeknowledgéments of the negotiations for Union gov- 
ernment. The leadership question seemed to have stalled, at least 
temporarily, negotiations for a Union government. The Albertan 
declared that ''national government seems like a strange memory of 
the past. It doesn't seem to be talked about in polite society any 
more, '128 
Notice was given by the government that they would 
introduce a franchise act and it was this issue which now received the 
largest amount of editorial coke in Alberta newspapers. The Alber- 
tan declared: | | 
~The plan of restricting the franchise is as old 
as Toryism itself. To deprive of the franchise in the 


name of patriotism, citizens who have done no wrong, 
is the work of the Canadian Tory alone. 


19 Aiestan (Calgary), August 31, 1917, p. 3. 
bee tint ace tomnbentl alot iemeete o Tbid, 
128 


Albertan (Calgary), September 4, 1917, p. 3. 


129 ae 
Ibid., September 5, 1917, p. 3. 
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The primary debate over the War-time Elections Act 
centered around the question whether the franchise was a right or a 
privilege. “Others objected: to, the division of enemy aliens into two 
groups on the basis of their date of naturalization. Many politicians 
regarded the Act as a simple manipulation of the vote in the favour of 
the government. 

As the Toronto Star, a strong win-the-war paper says, 
it smacks too much of Germany's treatment of its 
solemn pledge to Belgium. Why also should certain of 
the alien enemies be exempt from the penalties of the 
new franchise. It looks to us as though the Act was 
intended to deprive Western Canada of votes while it 
gave to Ontario people of alien birthplace the privilege 
of still voting. Is a German in Waterloo county, 
Ontario, any more loyal than a German in Alberta? 

ii so, how does the government know, and if some 
Germans are friendly and some are not why limit the 
Period ol citizenship to.l90Z.- 

The degree to which the opportune introduction of the 
War-time Elections Act influenced the Liberal politicians to support 
Union. government remains an open question. Nevertheless its elec- 
toral significance was apparent to the politicians and the vigorous par- 
liamentary debate on the bill aroused strong party feeling. 

On: september 10, Borden declared: “At is bothumy pur - 
pose and my expectation to form a Union Government before the general 
election which is now imminent."'!3! Borden then stated that if it 
proved impossible to form a Union government before the general elec- 


tion, he would form one if he was returned to power. 132 Other than 


reporting Borden's statement, the Alberta press gave little indication 


1301 ethbridge Herald;“September oy 1917, p: 4: 
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of further negotiations for a coalition government. On September 17 
the Bulletin commented on Sir Robert Borden's efforts. 
If the Borden Government had been national in 
fact there would be no call for a government national 
in name. The demand for the reorganization of the 
government on win-the-war lines is based on the 
admission that it had not been a win-the-war govern- 
ment, 133 
Basing its opinion on the statements of A. L. Sifton, 
the Albertan reported that there would be no Union movement until the 
House prorogued. 134 The following day the Albertan expressed the 
view that if Borden was to have Union government, it would have to be 
formed before an election as one could not depend on his promises for 
the future. !35 
On September 25 the Albertan noted that negotiations for 


Union government had resumed and described the situation as ' 


‘per - 
plexing. 1136 On he arentyceranth it was announced that Sifton, Cal- 
der, and Crerar had reconsidered their position and would join Union 
government. Calder, Carvell and others were at the capital on 
October 2. 137 

The Calgary Herald of that date reported a rumour that 


Laurier was going to retire. 138 The following day the Edmonton Jour- 


nal announced that, "Sir Wilfrid resigns as leader; will remain as | 


Bee (Edmonton), September 17, 1917, p. 7. 


134 


Tee: 


Albertan (Calgary), September 19, 1917, p. 1. 
Ibid. !36Ipiad., September 25, 1917, p. 3. 
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Lieutenant. '"'!39 The Calgary Herald still regarded the report as 
rumour, which was the correct interpretation. 140 The Conservative 
press suspected the Liberal party of planning some manoeuver. They 
noted the discussions at Sir Wilfrid's home and with what information 
they had available decided that the Liberals were going to play a ''two 
headed game in election fight. n1l4l They predicted an English pro- 
conscription man would lead the Liberal party and Laurier would be 
his first lieutenant, leading the *®rench section of the party. Although 


! 


the Albertan still found the situation ''perplexing,'' it favoured the 


choice of Frank Carvell as the successor to Laurier if Laurier stepped 
down. It described Carvell as a ''very able man, a strong debater, and 
a through-going Liberal, steeped in Liberal traditions and prin- 
Cipres? "142 

An announcement by A. L. Sifton in favour of a Union 
government was noted by the Albertan. ''However,'' stated the Alber- 
tan, "that does not exactly mean that there will be union govern- 
ment. ''!43 Nevertheless, events at Ottawa indicated that there would 
be a union government. On October 3, Mr. Charles Ballantyne was 
appointed Minister of Public Works and on October 4 Mr. Hugh Guth- 
rie was appointed Solicitor General. 144 it was the latter appointment 


which the Alberta press found it necessary to comment on. The 


13) téauha October Ss, O17, p. 1. 


140 141 


Herald-"Octoper oP 4191 74> pal? Ibid. 


142 aibertan (Calgary), October 4," 1p1imepi- 3. 
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Albertan stated that Guthrie was not acceptable to western Canadians 


1145 


as he was a high tariff Libera and the Bulletin regarded him asa 


"Judas.'146 The Bulletin continued to insist that the only win-the-war 
platform was that drawn up by western Liberals at the Winnipeg con- 
vention and emphatically declared that ''Laurier will not quit. W147 

On October 5 the Herald reported that Laurier had asked 
for a delay of the Union conference and the following day reported that 
Premier Borden was moving ahead with his Cabinet making. 148 Not- 
ing the number of western men gathering at Ottawa, the Bulletin 
reported that Union government was ''hovering on the brink. nag 
These westerners included A. c Sitton, J. Ay Galder. fo “AiyGrerar: 
W.M. Martin, A. B. Hudson and Mr. Brewster, the Premier of 
British Columbia who was on his way east. 150 On October 8, Premier 
Borden held a conference with Sifton, Calder and Crerar. 151 Mean- 
while, other influential Liberals met with Laurier ina last effort to 


prevent a rupture inthe Liberal party. Mr. Rowell was also in Ottawa 


145 aipertan (Calgary), October 5, 1917, p. 3. 


1465, netin Gidimenton), October.5, I/O? =p. S. 


147 ia. 


148 Calgary Heraidy Octover 5) 1917; pb. 1; October 6, 
Leo E 


149 Bulletin (Mdmonton), October, 3s. hOl7, op. 1. 


Mee. AOR. 1917) p. 582: 


bol ee an examination of T. A. Crerar's position on 
Union government, see Foster Griezic, "The Honourable Thomas Alex- 
ander Crerar: The Political Career of a Western Liberal Progressive 
in the 1920's,'' in The Twenties in Western Canada, Mercury Series, 
edited by S. M. Trofimenkoff (Ottawa: National Museum of Man, Nat- 
ional Museums of Canada, 1972), p. 109. 
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and his advocacy of the Unionist cause was well known. 152 


While the Edmonton Bulletin denounced the western 
Canadian provincial governments for dealing with Borden, 153 the 
Albertan was not as adverse to the Premier joining a Union govern- 
ment. 
According to the Winnipeg Free Press, which 
is fairly well informed about the movements of western 
Liberals, Hon. A. L. Sifton will be taken into the next 
government, whatever may come. That would mean 
that Alberta will have a new premier, and beyond a 
doubt he will be Hon. Charles Stewart, now Minister 
of Public Works. ! 
This was certainly not the first mention of Honourable 
Charles Stewart as the successor to Honourable A. L. Sifton, and 
indeed an announcement was expected on Union government daily. 155 
On October 9, Laurier visited Toronto and managed to reassert his 
leadership and control over a number of dissident Liberals. 156 The 
Regina Leader, which up to the last minute rigorously opposed Union 
government under Sir Robert Borden, was of the opinion that if Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier ''should decide that the path of duty lay in stepping 
-aside for an English speaking Liberal leader, then the Western Lib- 


erals would likely withdraw at once from the present negotiations. nS? 


fie GatelRen £1OUr,. p. 582. 
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Wibertan (odlgary), Gevover 9, L9lr, p. 1. 
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Edmonton Journal, August 25, p. 1; Bulletin (Edmon- 
ton), October: 1917 pas lL 
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Negotiations in Ottawa were completed by October 12 
and the Alberta press heralded the event with lead stories in all the 
major dailies in the province. The next day the daily press in Alberta — 
carried the story of A. L. Sifton's resignation and the Calgary Herald 
_ announced that the Honourable Charles Stewart was the new premier of 
Alberta. 158 

Most of the press welcomed the selection of Stewart as 
the new premier. The Edmonton Journal noted that the new premier 
was ''a painstaking administrator''!99 who had little in common with 
the party machine and who had personally been only infrequently 
exposed to the many attacks.on the Liberal government. 

It is generally accepted that Mr. Stewart has been 
chosen for the premiership largely because he was a 
neutral in the struggle within the party. His position 
will not be an easy one and we can only hope, having 
the interests of the Pao a. in view, he will rise 
fully to his opportunities. 160 

Generally speaking, the press also favoured the trans- 
fer of A. L. Sifton to the federal scene.!®! The provincial Conserva- 
tive press welcomed A. L. Sifton's support for Union government. 

The Journal has done its full share in criticis- 

ing Mr. Sifton in the past. But. his action in joining 
hands with Sir Robert Borden in this emergency is 
such, so far as this paper is concerned, as to bring 
the statute of limitations into effect with regard to his 
record in the smaller field. © 

The ability that he brought to his duties as 


provincial premier could never be denied, however | 
much one might find fault with the policies that he 
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adopted. For that ability he will find plenty of scope 
at Ottawa and we shall be very much disappointed if 
in him Sir Robert does not find one of the most cap- 
able and loyal of his colleagues. 162 

The provincial Conservatives also threw their weight 
behind the union movement. ''I am behind the union government and 
every Man in it; mee ema cd hit. Michener, leader of the opposition 
in the Alberta Legislature. 

While the Calgary Herald rose to the occasion, pictur - 
ing Sir Robert Borden as the saviour of Canada in an editorial entitled 
Wit So Panicked, nl64 which announced that there would be no more 
party politics until the war ended, the Edmonton Bulletin was not so 
kind. In a two-column editorial it blasted Borden for his ''wobbly 
leadership. "165 The Bulletin maintained that Borden was disqualified 
by his record and viewed the result sarcastically with the announce- 
ment that, ''Big Business hold the fort. 1166 The Albertan, a moder- 
ate Liberal daily, declared that the new government was a strong coal- 
ition government and that Liberals did have influence in the new 
government. 167 The Albertan felt that the government would greatly 
"strengthen its position among the people when it moves some plan for 
the effective conscription of wealth. 1168 


Union government was now a fact and since no further 
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agitation for i formation of such a government was necessary, the 
campaign to form a government had become a campaign to win the 
election. In Alberta most of the daily press was satisfied with the new 
federal government. The leading exception was the Bulletin which 
declared that western prestige was not up in the new cabinet and that 
it was, in fact, an anti-union government. 


Mr. Mewburn and Mr. Ballantyne have no claim 
fc represent the Liberal party on principles. The four 
recognized Liberals in the Government have therefore 
been strategically placed, so that while they will have 
to share responsibility for what the Government has 
done and will do. Sir Robert and his colleagues will 
continue to shape the government and to administer the 
patronage for the benefit of the Conservative party. 

Mr. Carvell, it seems, does not aspire to be numbered 
among the goats. | 


The Edmonton Journal reacted to the Bulletin's charge 
that the new government was a ''manikin of Big Business'' by examining 
a Bulletin editorial entitled ''Big Business Wins." 


Under this heading Hon. Frank Oliver's newspaper 
describes the different ''big business" interests which 
it says are represented in the new Dominion govern- 
ment. One minister 1s a prominent manufacturer, 
another répresents a manufacturing. city, ete, Then 
follows this peculiarly interesting sentence: ''The new 
minister of agriculture is the business head of the 
greatest grain handling concern in Canada and has been 
working in close touch with the Borden government for 
several years past.'' 
So the co-operative companies of which the 

western farmers have made such a success are part 

of the 'big interests' which the Laurierites are out to 
fight and one of the counts against Sir Robert Borden 

is that he has kept in close touch with these companies, 
That. the interests which they exist to serve are ''big"' 
there is no denying, but it is something new for a west- 
ern paper to find fault with a government because they 
are given representation in its make-up. 


169 Bulletin (Edmonton), October 15, 1917, p.7. 
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Union government was favourably received by the 
Alberta weekly press except for the staunch followers of Oliver. The 
views of the moderate Liberal weeklies in the province were reflected 
in the columns of the Stettler Independent: 


| We believe that it is a real honest effort to 
combine the two old line parties for war purposes only. 
The policies of the Liberal party would appear to be 
quite safe in the hands of such men as ex-premier Sif- 
ton and Frank Carvell, the latter being given the depart- 
ment that was formerly presided over by the Hon. Rob- 
ert Rogers. The last appointment shows in itself the 
good faith of Premier Borden and we believe that Bor- 
den has forgotten politics for the period of the war. Ait 


The Hanna Herald promised its support for Union gov- 
ernment! ?2 and the Coleman Bulletin declared, ''Canada's Union Gov- 
ernment is one of the most notable of her achievements.''!73 The 
majority of the weekly press were noncommital at this point and 
remained so until, in the heat of the election campaign, they declared 
their support for or opposition to Union government. 

The shift in political views in the daily press was noted 
by the Edmonton Journal. 


So far as the Journal has been able to discover, there 

is only one daily newspaper in western Canada which 

is not supporting the union government. It is unnecessary 
EQ fatisenit sn ; 

Even the Regina Leader executes about the sharp- 
est turn in the history of Canadian journalism and 
expresses its gratification with the result. The people of 
the west, it says, are overjoyed, 'because of the passing 
of the old Borden government'. But its Edmonton running - 
mate of such long standing declares that 'the Borden gov- 
ernment under its new assumed name means the same 
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Independent, October 18, 1917, p.. 4. 
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thing'. Even an old opponent like the Journal cannot 
forebear the shedding of a metaphorical tear over the 
loneliness to which its local contemporary is reduced. 
Must not Tom Moore's lines suggest themselves. 

I feel like one who treads alone 

Some banquet hall deserted 

Whose lights are out, whose garlands fled 

And all but me departed. : 


The Edmonton Bulletin may have felt somewhat isolated 
but never paused in its opposition to the Borden government. While 


the Edmonton Journal declared that ''a new era for Canada has been 


fe Uefa; 


inaugurated, the Bulletin found nothing new, other than an attempt 


to return to ''the good old days. nl 76 


The Borden Government during the first two years of 
the war was relieved of the restraint of parliamentary 
criticism. That period stands out in our history as the 
most disgraceful record of graft and incompetence the 
Canadian people were ever subjected to. The Liberal 
party will never be able to disassociate itself from the 
error made by its parliamentary representatives when 
they assumed that the way to get good government was 
to refrain from criticising the mistakes--and even 
overt acts of collusion on the part of the ministers. 
The plunderers who wish to restore the prosperity they 
enjoyed during the first two years of the war are toa 
man behind the present movement to again abolish the 
safeguard of parliamentary opposition and place all 
power in the hands of ministers. 


On October 18 Borden outlined the policies of his admin- 
istration in a list of twelve items chiefly related to the prosecution of 


the war.!’8 his list, the Bulletin declared, simply reflected the 
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These items are listed in CsA, R., 1917, pp.-98/-88. 
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failure of Borden's earlier administration to cope with these prob- 
lems.!?9 The Bulletin suggested the addition of another item to the 
list: 
_ Item 13 is omitted from the list. It should be 
that the man responsible for this ghastly record of 
failure in face of a national and world crisis has as yet 
failed to tender his resignation. 

Few newspapers offered any support for the Bulletin's 
position. The Grain Growers Guide noted the shift in the press and 
the increasing support for the Union government in English Canada. 

All signs indicate that throughout English 

speaking Canada public opinion is rallying strongly to 
the support of the new union government. Only a very 
small proportion of the press remains antagonistic, 
together with a minority of the old hard shell party 
veterans. 

The Guide then proceeded to outline the attitude of 
organized farmers to Union government. Organized farmers: 

. will give whole-hearted support so long as its 
actions and conduct warrant support. There are no 
better union government supporters than those candi- 
dates who stand upon the farmers platform. The best 
promise of harmony is to give the farmers candidates 
full support in those constituencies where they have 
already been nominated. 

The Guide supported Union government as a means of 
furthering farmers' interests as well as the interest of the war. With 
the certain loss of Quebec to the Liberals in the forthcoming election, 
the west became a vital focal point for the new government's election 


campaign. The campaign and the promises which were made prior to 


the December election of 1917 served to illustrate the interest of the 


seater a (Edmonton), October’20, 1917, p: 7. 
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new government in peu Serer A vote. The campaign awakened the 
Alberta weekly press to the new political situation and forced them to 
reconsider their traditional Views, whether political or non-political. 
On October 31, 1917 Sir Robert Borden issued a state- 
ment declaring the new administration to be truly non-partisan and 
urged men of both partie Si im the vyartous Santee. to unite and elect 
union candidates. 183 tHe also announced that elections would be held 
on December 17 with nominations on November 19 and the Yukon elec- 
Hen OM wanuary sac, oho. 184 The actual campaign had already begun; 
the struggle for the formation of the new administration had helped to 
plant the issues in the minds of Canadians. The winning of the war 
was the battle cry of both sides but they held diverging views as to how 
this should be accomplished. Although the Liberals tried to emphasize 
other Hire « as being more important, the Unionists, whose very for- 
mation was a pledge to oS ARASH AT conscription, declared that conscrip- 
tion was the central issue and fought the campaign on that basis. The 
federal election of 1917 therefore may be referred to as the 'conscrip- 


tion election’ of 1917. 


183 A.R., 1917, p. 588. 184tpia. 
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THE CONSCRIPTION ELECTION 


The war had become a focal point in the lives of most 
Canadians. Canada had become a nation dedicated to providing large 
amounts of material and men to the war effort. Therefore most Cana- 
dians, especially those with relatives overseas, were concerned with 
the progress of the war. Similarly, an election conducted during the 
war would be fought on issues associated with the war and its conduct 
by the government of Canada. The national battle lines were clearly 
drawn between the forces of Liberalism and Unionism--only in Quebec 
were there to be See efforts by third parties to disrupt this ee 
way battle. The Nationalists were extremely serious in their efforts 
to oppose the war and the conscription issue had forced many French- 
Canadians to revise their traditional political views and to at least 
support Bourassa in his vehement opposition to conscription. 

Only a few days after the formation of the Union govern- 
ment the Premier had is sued a statement of the principles and policy 
of the Unionists. ''The Union Government,'' stated Premier Borden, 
"had been formed with a desire to give representation to all elements 
of the population supporting the purpose and effort of Canada in the 
War.''! Noting that both political parties were represented in the 
Union government and that it was "intended forthwith to give Labour 
special representation, "2 the Premier promised-many changes. 

Nomen tgtt as8T> | “Ibid. 
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The government's programme was centered around 
theiriiiost objectives the eee cons prosecution of the war. "3 In addi- 
tion the government promised action against profiteering and promised 
increased taxes on excessive profits and income. The government 
also proposed greater co-operation with agriculture, promising a 
better understanding between East and West and immediately set out a 
Portfolio for Immigration and Colonization. This was well received by 
the press and, with a few exceptions, they praised the Unionists for 
their intentions. # 

The announcement of the general election to be held on 
December 17, 1917 was issued on October 31, with nomination day set 
for November 19. The military voters in Canada were to vote the same 
day as the civilian population while the soldiers overseas would vote 
tinst, beginning on November 20. Membership in the new House of 
Commons was to be increased to two hundred thirty-four members 
from the two hundred twenty-one members who had sat in the last Par- 
liament. 

When he announced the election on October 31, Borden 
again stated that men in the government of both political stripes had 
"unselfishly stood aside in order that union might be achieved" and that 
"members of the present administration had sunk their party differ- 
ences, disregarded all minor considerations, and united in an earnest 
effort for a supreme national purpose. "9 He then urged the Canadian 
people to do likewise and to elect Union candidates. The actual elec- 


tion manifesto was issued on November 12, when the Premier reviewed 
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the results of reehutting and the policy of conscription which had been 
adopted by his late government. 6 The remainder of his statement was 
couched in the rhetoric of a politician in the throes of a general elec- 

tion. ! 

Sir Robert Borden, opening his campaign in Halifax on 
November 14, began his Adie by declaring that the ''autocratic 
military aggression which now seeks to dominate the world" can only 
be defeated if people are willing to fight against it and "under the 
Milltary Service Act the highest duty of citizenship is demanded of the 
people.''8 Borden declared that ''the enforcement of military: service 
should not be carried out by a Party Government,'' but by a Union 
government. The need for reinforcements is ''insistent, compelling, 
imperative. '' He denied that there was time to wait until Parliament 
is summoned, until a Bill for Referendum is passed and until the 
Referendum shall have been held''? and the verdict of the ab apd deter- 
mined as the Liberals were sugge sting. 

On November 16 the Premier made a vigorous attack on 
sir Wilfrid Laurier, accusing him’of not giving his best assistance to 
recruiting in Canada and declaring that Laurier was responsible for 
forcing an election in war time. 10 These accusations were refuted by 


Laurier who denied that he was invited to participate in recruiting in 


6 


"Sir Robert Borden's Election Manifesto, November 11, 
1917,'' in C. P. Stacey, ed. , Historical Documents of Canada, Vol. V: 
The Arts of War and Peace, 1914-1945 (Toronto: Macmillan Co. of 
Canada Ltd... 1974), ps ; : 


C.A.R., 1917, pp. 589-90. "Ibid., p. 590. 


Tide, p. B91. +o Thid. 
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the instances referred to by Borden. !! 


Borden continued to press his 
charges and to explain his government's policy for the conduct of the 
war. Ina speech given at Toronto on November 18 the Prime Minis- 
Pe eratained the general policy of the new government and was 
particularly emphatic as to the enforcement of the Military Service 
Act. 'We intend to see that in every community and every ee and 
every Province of Canada, that Act shall be enforced fully, impartially 
and finally, "12 geclared Borden. 

During his election tour the Premier addressed twenty - 
five meetings, with the war as the central topic and the need for 
reinforcements his central point. rae Premier abandoned his cam- 
paign upon hearing of the great disaster at Halifax! * and apologized 
that he would not be able to go west during the campaign. He continued 
- to make speeches in Ontario where he emphasized that his was a ''no 
party government" and that its members were sitting ''not as Liberals 
and Conservatives but as Canadians'' and were pledged to ''keep faith 
with their fallen comrades. ''!? Throughout these speeches the Premier 
made little reference to Quebec or, for that matter, to anything except 
the return of a government pledged to enforce conscription and carry 
on for Canada in the war. 


The pro-conscriptionist attitude of the Unionists was 


Pe aveuin eon tay Noverm ber 2501 917, “p.. iis 
PO CoM le pst Ao Wil a. 597. 
14 


On December 6, 1917 the Mont Blanc, a: munitions 
ship, exploded in Halifax harbour destroying a considerable portion of 
that city. 
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clear; it was only the Liberals who refrained from taking a clear-cut 
stand on the issue. Laurier unquestionably occupied a very difficult 
position. His official position on the conscription issue seemed quite 
simple--he would accept conscription if the people accepted it ina 
referendum. This position was largely disregarded by the Conserva- 
tive press who insisted that the Liberal party stood for no conscrip- 
tion. These accusations, designed to embarrass the Liberals, only 
partly succeeded since they allowed the Liberals to deny them in parts 
_of the country while leaving these accusations virtually unopposed in 
other parts of the country--notably French Canada. 


The Canadian Liberal Monthly for August 1917 defined 
16 | 


Laurier's position. It declared that Canada should and would remain 
in the war to the end and that one more national effort to secure volun- 
teers should be tried. If this failed, then a conscription referendum 
should be put to the people of Canada and the verdict would be accepted 
and enforced in all provinces of Canada. Until it was necessary and 
approved by the Canadian people, Laurier remained opposed to con- 
scription declaring that: 
. this sudden departure from the volunteer system 

was bound more to hinder thanto help the war. In 

combating the policy of conscription all that I asked 

was that a measure of such moment should not be 

enforced by Parliament without an appeal to the people. 

I supported a referendum for the reason that the refer- 

endum is the most advanced and the most modern 

method of consultation of the people, without Py com - 

plications inseparable from a general election. ? 


Laurier denied that the voluntary system had received a 


fair trial in Quebec and claimed that Quebec's slow enlistment was due 


l6mpid., p. 598.  Tbid. 
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to the ''Borden government's alleged supporters, the Nationalists, 
whose policy was 'no participation in Imperial Wars'. 118 Laurier 
objected to the Military Service Act because it ''conscripts human life 
only and that it does not attempt to conscript wealth, resources or the 
services of any persons other than those within the age limit, pre- 
scribed by the Military Service Act. nt 

The reaction of the press to the Liberal manifesto was 
varied. The Regina Leader, while suggesting that it was a clear, 
logical statement of the political situation as Laurier viewed it, joined 
the Conservative,press in criticizing Laurier for not meeting the 
Dressing Guestion,. thesimmediate need for more men at thetront. 20 
During his campaign Laurier emphasized his opposition to compulsion 
in Quebec and in Ontario; he insisted that he would not repeal the 
Military Service Act until the people had passed upon it ina referen- 
dum. Laurier made a successful tour of the West and while he admitted 
that Quebec had not done its duty in enlistment, he quickly laid the 
blame on: the Conservative - Nationalist allgance. ite clauned that 
"150, 000 Canadians were in England as reserves. and.there was.no 


nal 


hurry for feintorcenvente and no danger. luaurier criticized the 


War-times Franchise Act as ''iniquitous' and denied that Austrian and 


German settlers had any prejudice against Great Britain. 22 


io « 
Ibid., p. 599. 


LN Six Wilfrid Laurier's Election Manifesto, Novem- 
per 4, 1917"). in Stacy, Wocuments, “p..<02; 


Cie 1087, p. 600. “Ibid, p, 601. 


Ibid. 
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Outside of Quebec the Liberals had a difficult fight to 
wage inthis campaign. In Quebec the whole press was theirs nee 
for two daily newspapers. In English Canada they had a united press 
against them with the exception of the London Advertiser, the Peter- 
boro Times, the Edmonton Bulletin, the Calgary News-Telegram and 
a few smaller papers. The Premier of Quebec, Sir Lomer Gouin, 
was the only provincial premier behind Laurier. 23 The western Lib- 
eral governments were split in eae support although the premiers 
were unquestionably behind the Unionist campaign. Although the sol- 
dier vote was undoubtedly Unionist, the Liberals looked to the vote of 
the French-Canadians and the remainder of the voters from other 
minority groups which had not been disfranchised by the War-time 
Elections Act. Labour-Liberal candidates were expected to make a 
good showing and the question of conscription of farmers left a lot of 
votes in doubt in the east as well as in western Canada. 

The Alberta press fought an interesting election duel, 
covering not only conscription but all of the issues associated with the 
election. They discussed the Military Voters Act, the War-time Elec- 
tions Act, the Unionist movement, the conduct of the war, the failure 
of recruiting, the failure of Quebec to pull her weight, ene question of 
eee He under the Military Service Act and several other issues 
related to the war. Nevertheless, the focal point of discussion was 
the Military cone Act and the compulsory military service it had 
enacted. 

Although the Edmonton Bulletin would have preferred to 
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ae) 
avoid emphasizing conscription at this point, it was to be a conscrip- 
Hom eclection, -olnce it mad pDecome the central target of a large portion 
of the Unionist press due to the lack of other opponents, the Bulletin 
was forced to wage a widespread battle as well as engage in its usual 
verbal battle with its traditional Conservative enemies in the provincial 
daily press--the Calgary Herald and the Edmonton Journal. The other 
two Liberal dailies of some consequence in Alberta, the Calgary Alber- 
tan and the Lethbridge Herald slipped into the Unionist fold. 

The situation among the small newspapers in Alberta 
was similar as the majority of these also joined the Union fold. Ty picat 
of these was the Granum News which outlined the extent of newspaper 
opposition to the Liberals in the following editorial: 

The unanimity of the stand to Liberal news- 

papers throughout the country is more remarkable. 
When anyone tells you that you are being untrue to © 
Liberalism by supporting the Union Government you 
can afford to smile when you know that the Govern- 
ment is also being supported by the Toronto Globe, 

the Winnipeg Free Press, the Toronto Star, the Hali- 
fax Chronicle, the Victoria Times, the Regina Leader, 
the Calgary Albertan, the Lethbridge Herald and 
practically every other newspaper of consequence in 
The country. 

The Liberal party along with the traditional Liberal 
press in Alberta had split, forcing the remainder of the Liberal party 
to retrench. This resulted in some interesting changes. For example | 
the editor of the Bulletin, Frank Oliver, found himself in alliance with 
the Attorney General of the province, C. W. Cross, the leader of a 


faction of the Liberal party which had previously opposed Oliver's 


meddling in provincial affairs. Other members of the provincial 
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Liberal caucus who openly identified with this group were the Honour - 
able Duncan Marshal, Honourable Wilfrid Gariepy, Honourable John R. 
Boyle and the Honourable G. P. Smith. The new Premier, the Hon- 
ourable Charles Stewart, however, was inclined toward Unionism but 
a large segment of the Liberal caucus in the Alberta House tended to 
follow Laurier or remained uncommitted. Nevertheless Unionist 
ranks were swelled by prominent Alberta Liberals, fhe most notable 
being the former. premier, A. ibe Sifton, who had joined the federal 
cabinet; Michael Cross from Red Deer; James Douglas of Strathcona; 
and W. A. Buchanan, the publisher and owner of the Lethbridge Her - 
ald. 25 

Alex Allan, President of the Provincial Liberal Associ- 
ation, called a convention of Liberals opposed to the Borden govern- 
ment to meet in Edmonton on November 10. Over five hundred repre- 
sentatives attended and Martin Woolfe, S. G. Tobin, H. P.. Atkins and 
W. A. Rae, all members of the Provincial Legislature, joined Oliver, 
McKay and Gariepy at this meeting. Ten resolutions were passed and 
those attending ''unanimously approved the platform adopted by the Lib- 
eral Convention at Winnipeg. 126 tt denounced the Borden government 
and condemned Sifton, Calder and Crerar for joining the Union govern- 
ment. The Honourable Frank Oliver spoke at length in support of 
Laurier and the convention passed a resolution of confidence in Laur- 


ier.“ It also moved a resolution on the conscription of wealth as well 


Z5 
Lewis G. Thomas, The Liberal Party in Alberta: A 
History of Politics in the Province of Alberta, 1905-1921 (Toronto: 
University of Toronto Presse, 1959) p, lad. 
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as men which was a popular demand in the Canadian west. 
We recognize that it is only by levying its fair 

contribution on the accumulated wealth of the country, 

the elimination of profiteering, the proper regulation 

of food prices to reduce the cost of living, and the 

rational utilization of the manpower of the Benet 

Canada can hope to do her full share in the War. 
The Liberals then dispersed to begin the election campaign in earnest. 

As the battle lines had been forming since the creation 

of the Union government, the supporters and opponents of the Union 
movement had ample time to choose sides. Since the daily press in 
Alberta was largely Unionist, it was necessary to use the Edmonton 
Bulletin as the focal point of Liberal strength in the province. The 
battle between the Bulletin and the Unionist dailies in the province 
centered around the issues of the election. The Bulletin began its 
campaign with a not unusual editorial denouncing the Borden govern- 
ment“? while the Calgary Herald carried a paw one story which 
warned that Sir Wilfrid might repeal the Military Service Act if he was 
elected. 29 A Herald editorial was quick to point out that the govern- 
ment party was for conscription and for the forces. The Herald 
declared, ''goodness knows how much longer surviving members of 


Canada's first contingent already at the front for more than three 


years'' would be compelled to remain there ''because of absence of 


reinforcements''?! and implied that only the Unionists would support 
AST 
Pd pre theni a (Edmonton)}*November 1, 29175 p.. 1. 
pO rea ide Noveraber 1, 1917; op. Lk. 
31 


Ibid. (November 3, LOT spo. 
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these forces: 

The Bulletin's lead story on November 5 outlined Laur- 
ier's policy. 32 In addition to outlining his position, Laurier accused 
the government of speaking in generalities and of sounding like the old 
Conservative platform of 1911--many measures of which were never 
introduced. 27> The Edmonton Journal stated that Sir Wilfrid's out- 
standing declaration meant that ''soldiers must wait indefinitely for 
reinforcements if he is elected.''°* It offered support for this position 
by quoting a Canadian press release from the Ottawa Journal. 

If Sir Wilfrid Laurier triumphs in the coming 

election, he will promptly suspend the operation of 
conscription, and, no matter how great may be the 
need no reinforcement will be sent to the front under 
the Military Service Act until on some undefined date 
in the future the country is given an OPPOnLEDLAY to 
pass upon it by way of a referendum. ; 

Following its explanation of Sir Wilfrid's manifesto on 
its front page, the Edmonton Journal carried the actual manifesto on 
page two. 36 The issue appeared very clear to the Journal. The only 
issue was ''whether the boys at the front are helped or deserted. 137 
Editorially, the Journal questioned Sir Wilfrid's sincerity. ''How,'! 
asked the Journal, ''can anyone read the returns from different Cana- 
dian centres of population of drafted men who are applying for exemp- 


tion'' and still believe that ''voluntarism can possibly give the results 


that we require ?!'>8 For nearly a year ''there has been no justification 


Salish (Edmonton), November 5, 1917; p. 1. 


oe ee 34 
Ibid. Journal, November 5, 1917, p.: 1. 
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whatever for future faith in voluntarism.''2? The Cal ary Herald's 
reaction to the Laurier manifesto was also plain. ''Are the boys at 
the front to be reinforced at once or not? Laurier says no. Borden 
Says yes. "40 The Herald suggested that only one conclusion could be 
reached--''that he is pledged to Quebec" and ''we kKnow'' that ''his Que- 
bec following is opposed to active participation in the war. ee 

These two ideas, that Laurier was opposed to conscrip- 
tion and that Laurier was tied to Quebec, were to be hammered on 
unceasingly by the Conservative press during the election campaign. 
Every attempt was made to link Laurier with the anti-war effort in 
Quebec. The Edmonton Journal, tor example, quoted from the 
speeches of Frank Oliver at a Laurier convention in Tofield. Oliver 


stated that ''on the conscription question Sir Wilfrid Laurier has been 


one of the original advocates of it and was in favour of it still, if it 


142 


were endorsed by the people. "This statement, '' suggested the 


Journal, ‘will surprise everybody--nowhere more than in the offices 
of Sir Wilfrid's personal organ Le Devoir. "43 The Journal in its edi- 
torial quoted Le Devoir. 
"We are bound to repeat,'' it said a few weeks 

ago, ''that conscription is completely banished in a 

form, Under any pretext from the; Liberal program: 

Sir Wilfrid has formally stated and repeated in the 

house that he 1s irrevocably opposed to compulsory 

service. "' 


Hence, "there is not the slightest evidence to support what Mr. Oliver 


said at Tofield regarding Sir Wilfrid,'' declared the Journal, ''and that 
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he would make such a statement simply shows to what a state of 
irresponsibility the former member of Edmonton has come. 45 
Oliver's paper, the Edmonton Bulletin, stood by his position in the 
face of this criticism and declared: 
The issue of the election is not conscription. 
There will be conscription. There will be conscrip- 
tion under Laurier if the people want it, The issue is 
whether the people are to rule or not. : 
The Bulletin was not the only Liberal daily in the prov- 
ince to receive criticism. The Calgary News-Telegram, the "new- 


found Laurier daily at Calgary, N47 


also received caustic comments 
from the Edmonton Journal. The News-Telegram had suggested that 
there were ''eight or ten million eligible in the United States. Let 
Uncle Sam ws his bit. 148 ‘Should our men in the field depend on 
American action?''4? asked the Journal. "A more contemptible and 
dishonoring argument has never appeared in a Canadian newspaper 
outside of those directly under Mr. Bourassa's jen we eles 190 The 


Journal editorial also denounced those people who suggested that Bor- 


den was delaying in pushing forward with the Military Service Act. 


134 


The work was ''being pushed forward with all possible dispatch and no | 


fair-minded or reasonable man would think of denying this. "Sl The 
Calgary Herald was only slightly more discreet. in its criticism of 


Laurier, 


+> Re, 46 Bulletin, November 10, LOL. pe °T. 


4 eae nat. November 3, 1917, p. 4. 


48 
Ibid., November 6, 1917, p. 4. 4° pia. 
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The Herald is not going to say Sir Wilfrid's 
heart is not in this war or the side of the Allies. We 
have had his word for it that he is. Judging by his 
record, however, it must be said that if his heart is 
really with the allies, that organ in him is so small 
as to require the services of a microscope to locate 
1 


The pro-Unionist weekly press was also critical of Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier's policy. The Stavely Advertiser, for example, 
declared that all of the volunteers had enlisted and ''another appeal 


would be useless. 153 


"Sir Wilfrid Laurier's policy, '' declared the 
Advertiser, ‘means Canada's withdrawal from the war and desertion 
of her sons overseas and her allies in the fight for liberty. 54 
For some Unionist papers, such as the Killam News, 
the direction of action was clear. 
We want no back-sliding, no compromising, no 
vascilating measures now. We only have to die once 
and the name of the man who "rather be a live coward 
than a dead hero'' is not emblazoned upon the immortal 
pages of history, but is placed along side of such trait- 
ors as Benedict Arnold who died without a friend, with- 
out a country and without a flag, and 2s the poet has 
said unwept, unhonored and unsung. > 
Not all of the weekly press were pro-Unionist and one of 
the most outspoken against the Unionist government was the Cardston 


Globe which declared, ''there is a fight on in Canada today between the 


common people, on one hand, and a modern Canadian autocracy on the 
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other.''2© The Globe declared that the battle was between "the People 


and the Big interest, and if the people are true to their country, the 


people will win. poll The Globe supported Laurier in the matter of 
seeking a referendum since this was based on "'the broad principle that 
in a democratic country it is the inherent right of the people to govern 
themselves as the majority may decide, '' and, ha ox eeyecle: the Globe, 


"providing there is no injustice to the minority. 158 'Laurier's posi- 


tion is strengthened,'' declared the Globe, by ''the fact that over ninety 
percent of the young men eligible and registered under Sir Robert Bor- 
den's Act do not want to do military service at $1.10 a day and do not 
propose to do it if they can by any means escape it. "59 The Globe 
stated that 206, 000 out of 220, 000 men registered were seeking exemp- 
tion. 
Surely there is some reason other than a desire 
to escape military service that prompts so many to 
claim exemption. The only cause that we can assign 
for such a condition of affairs is the fact that the gov- 
ernment of Canada does not treat its soldiers fairly 
either in pay or pensions, and that, because of certain 
other incidents, the young men of Canada have 90 con- 
fidence in the government of Sir Robert Borden. 0 
The issue of conscription was soon surrounded by other 
issues in the heat of the election campaigns. The Calgary Herald 
declared that there was a "reign of terror for Unionist candidates" in 


Quebec as ''Laurierites threaten the life of a Union Candidate. 161 


Furthermore, the Herald stated that free speech was being stopped by 


58Globe, November 22,°1917, ‘pion! 2 in fae 
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organized gangs. 62 "Which shall rule in Canada--French or English 
votes ?11°3 asked the Herald. Certainly it was possible to draw on 
Canadian history to support a position such as this. The Herald did so 
in a front page editorial entitled ''Bourassa is Boss.'! 
Not since the eighties when Honore Mercier, 
Coursol and Laurier, using the scaffold of Louis Riel 
as a stepping stone to power, fanned the ashes of 
French racial bigotry into a living flame against 
English-speaking candidates, has there been witnessed 
such a spectacle of anti-British demagogues arousing 
the passion and prejudices of a people for party gain. 
And just as the old Rouge party became merged into 
Mercier's Parti Nationale, so today the old Liberal 
party of pré-war days has ceased to exist becoming 
part and parcel of the Nationalist anti-war pecnaigendas 
inspired and directed by Henri Bourassa. 6 
It was the Herald's cohort, the Edmonton Journal, which 
explained the position of the Nationalists by suggesting that the Nation- 
alists regarded the Liberal candidates as "less an evil than the min- 
istry. N65 Le Devoir rationalised the actions of the Nationalists. 
To bring out Nationalist candidates would be 
risking the success of the ministerial candidates while 
in supporting the opposition we are working to defeat 
the government eee “urgent. WtelLaurier fails. it. 
will not be our fault. ~ 3 
Even in the carefully selected wording of its fellow Unionist daily, it 
would be impossible to go as far as the Herald suggested in interpret- 
ing the actions of the Nationalists. Nevertheless, in the heat of the 
election campaign, the Herald was using all of the devices at hand to 
win its point. If Laurier could be directly linked to not only the anti- 
conscription but also to the anti-war factions in Quebec, it would - 
indeed be impressive political capital for the Unionists in English 
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65yournal, November 14, 1917, p. 1. ©®tpia. 


i To 


: po 4) 7 
yél : | i. a 


~ 


fetlenal to Pee aa na 


© 
: 


: j X vied 
no werTb 03 sidiesog eB ti “vlaitad bates pet 


ry 


eat iast 


oe 


oe bI6b BisweH afT .eidd es Aue ee oqgue 


—— at ‘on 
ee, re eto eI reese botiian » ter 
. Tets16eM S16foH wsHw soils sii epaig sia 


= 


- lois ziuo.l Io blotisoa sed gaien tel toed. ‘bas. i tO. 
4c esndes edt benntst ,tswog os snore se 
janisge sonslt gnivil nw einai yogic: ts 
eeonliw need otot) esd \setsbibras gates 
gaievets eshpoysmeb AaititG~itas io opt 
niays yiteo 101 slqosq 2'to es svibplexq bas notes sey weld 
Orcas D9y tS I SIMS? a yr Bq 93s ok bio odd es sie 1a 5 posed 
isvodil blo sat ysbo3 o& ,eladaoltsV iste oft) tem” 
gnimoosd e¢ixs ot beeass esd @yéb 16 wo'stq. — Niteq 
(Sbasnsgetg *hW- nk tar ane tel ‘oft lo leetedq fas 
QO , getuno0d itneb vd { bots tity baw 5 sige 
. vs < ar fe ig. 4 i 
rdw  laentuol notnonmtbSy od? ,todoo & bigtsh soe nk: 


rIsA ‘ fj tert wise ay aA V¢ - tartsnons Yi a rl9 le oto a 1 bom ics 
| ‘ie 


-nimn of7 asd? live as ees!” 26 esgsb ‘bn love fit st bobs ak tet. 
etetlenohsVi sit io shofioe oct badslansiia? aeeie 8. NUTS 
eed 

| ies - : - i yes 7 

ed bluow estsbibnss tatiane tt Ss fue 3! nixed) ‘oT: 
alidw estebibass Intreieinim oil? lo seonbue Sy $ gata " 
rseteb of gctittrow ots Sw noi eoqds adhe gas a 
ti @lisi totimst i Jlnegta oigt ied w heocninT i 
Jipsi two oe som 


Wish isicoinU wolfsl et Yo gmibiow bolosisa yl ar calen pe 
inigtaini ni beieepgue bieweli oAy PY isl en Op oF otdinwoge a8 an > 
Mf io teed ocd nt jessladyrtavev wyeile: nolink ot ana ite oes x 
r eo 
ton o3 hear yooh = ce bivo> ala le sf che 


binow 45 ,»adeauQ nat BROOME 1S -}ins widé o3 oles pel soli 2B mC 
; at 5 


1 basd ta asdiveb odd lo He gric Ge2aw bisisH 902 


ting ong yine 


‘ 


detigad of eteltmotgnl sd? tot Istiqss. [ aitilog s tl 9sqmm i ad bosbe 


-l .q .VERL .TS r9dmtevey piart? a 
ee 


——— ween 


* A ’ . : . : 
bidI9? Eg ‘S1O1 bd ae 


138 


Canada. Since Bourassa declared for Laurier, then Laurier must be 


like Bourassa--'a traitor'.©’ The Bulletin regarded this so-called 


68 


alliance as a plot of the Borden-Bourassa group to discredit Laurier. 


Another Liberal paper, the Camrose Canadian, was not 


169 


alarmed by ''Bourassa's pretended support for Laurier, and 


declared its distrust of the Nationalists. 


We know that Borden drew the Military Services 
Act to suit Bourassa in that it falls more lightly on 
Quebec than on any other province. We know that Bor- 
den is today playing a double game in Quebec as else- 
where, and we know that the only man in Canada who 
can unite the country in a supreme effort and secure a 
fair share of assistance ie Quebec is the old Chief- 
tain. toinewilfrids(aurier. 


The Bulletin suggested on November 21 that since the 


Military Service Act was an accomplished fact, a referendum could 


easily be held to determine the raising of future reinforcements. 71 


The Journal viewed this as a distinct shift in the position of Mr. 


ae 


Oliver. However, it was only an acceptance of the existing legisla- 


tion as well as a rather astute political shift in the election campaign. 
The Journal pointed out that Oliver had regarded the Act as unfair 


while he later referred to it as ''of no consequence in the present elec- 


tion"! and that it would be carried out no matter how people voted in 


67 


For a discussion of the relationship between Bourassa 
and Laurier see Casey Murrow, Henri Bourassa and French Canadian 


Nationalism (New Haven: Harvest House, 1968). 
68 é 
Bulletin (Edmonton), November 21, 1917, p. 7. 


6 
7 Guadian: December 11, 1917, p. 4. iad 


eal 
Bulletin (Edmonton), November 21, 1917, p. 7. 
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Edmonton Journal, November 21, 1917, p. 4. Ibid. 
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the election. This, stated the Journal, was an ''attempt by Mr. Oliver 


174 


to throw dust in the voters eyes, an attempt to make it appear as 


though the Military Service Act was no longer a political issue in the 
election, , itis thesissue, |) declared the Journal: "If, Laurier gets: in, 
the Act is killed."?° 

The issue of the Bulletin for the same date, Novem- 
ber 21, carried the following choices on its front page: 


Which is your Leader? 


Laurier or Borden 

The peopLie or The Big Interests 
The soldier or The profiteers 
The worker or Che trusts 


The consumer or The food manipulators 
The taxpayer or The pork barons 


Shall we have 


The people consulted The people ignored 

Cheaper food or Higher tari 

Hone sty or Grafting 

Economy or Extravagance 

Direct Purchasing or Middlemen's profits 

A united Canada or A divided Canada 

A people's Government or A Millionaire's Government 

A Government utilizing its or A’ Government leaving its 

- national workshops for national workshops to partizan 
the ‘state supporters for private gain 

A national Government or A Union Government 


Shall we be under the flag of 
Liberty or Bondage 
Democracy or Autocracy 
Free People or Organized Privilege “© 


Throughout the campaign the Bulletin hammered away 


at the Union government. ''Coalition,'' suggested the Bulletin, ''is 


another name for Clifford Sifton in camouflage. nl? Even the W innipeg 


Gide. lia) 


Oe retin (Edmonton), November 218%1L917, p. I. 


CAS November 2, 1917, p. 7. 
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Telegram admitted that the ''supporters of the merger government will 
have to convince the people that the Unionist party is not dominated by 


178 


capitalists and corporation influence. The Bulletin badeba to note 


Sir Clifford Sifton's denial of this influence. 

Sir Clifford is explaining through the Winnipeg 
Free Press that Big Business has nothing to do with 
the formation of the Union Government. That will 
supply to the public any element of conclusiveness that 
may have been lacking in the argument that Sir Clifford 
and his friends thimble-rigged the coalition deal for 
purposes of their own. Sir Clifford's assurances on 
any matter effecting the exploitation of the public are 
to be taken at face value--in the opposite direction. 

The move of many Liberals into the Unionist ranks was 
treated in a Bulletin editorial entitled ''Where they Belong. 180 The 
schism in the Liberal party has freed Sir Wilfrid Laurier of ''the 
presence of those who were Liberals on condition that the party ignore 
its principles. "81 The Bulletin continued to point out that ''the mani- 
festo makes it plain beyond anybody's doubt where the profiteers will 
get O11 ifsLaurier 1s returned to power. 182 Corruption in government 
was a constant theme in Bulletin editorials. 

As to the election chances of the Liberals the Bulletin 
seemed confident, even to the point of carrying a cartoon showing the 
Borden government shipwrecked on a reef and bearing the caption ''On 
the Rocks.''83 On November 20 the Bulletin declared that the ''Domin- 
ion Wide Fight Starts Now'' and that the Liberals ''were facing 
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Soratmneat candidates in 95 percent of the constituencies in nine 
provinces. "84 The Unionists were also confident and announced that 
they would carry a large Beis of uewaiee seats in Alberta. 8° 
On November 24 the Bulletin took editorial note of one of its former 
companions, the Lethbridge Herald. The Herald had pointed out that 
"Union Government was created out of compromise. 186 winxactly,.|' 


stated the Bulletin, ''the compromise of principle, public interests and 


national honor. 187 


In the same issue the Bulletin carried a front page story 
which described an anti-conscription parade by farmers in Perth, 
Ontanio: 88 One week later, on December 1, the Bulletin reported a 
request of the Manitoba Union of Municipalities for exemption for 
"farmers! sons doing work''89 and offered its editorial support for this 
position. 


Thousands of Canadian farmers, whose absence 
from the land will necessarily mean a smaller crop 
next season, are being conscripted for military service. 
The course is absolutely inconsistent with the declared 
requirements of the situation. If, as the Government 
says the world is on the verge of starvation, and must 
depend upon Canada and the United States to save it 
from that peril, is the danger met by withdrawing from 

Canadian farms thousands of men who have been doing 
their loyal best to keep mt the food supply and whose 
places cannot be filled. 9 


The Unionist government was quick to respond to this type of argument 


OF bidet, November 20ucO lit paik. 


8 Calgary Herald, November 17, 1917, p. 6. 


86, wlletin (Edmonton). November 24, 1917, p. 9. 
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and ifehiea a statement in Toronto on December 4. The statement was 
given out by Honourable N. W. Rowell, president of the Privy Council, 
and Major General Mewburn, Minister of Militia and Defence. The 
statement follows: | 

All farmers coming within class ''A"' called out 

for military service under the provisions of the Mili- 
tary Service Act who are actually employed on a farm 
in the production of food stuffs and whose services are 
necessary in farm work will be released from military 
service on condition that he continues to work on the 
farm in production of such food stuffs. ’ 

The Bulletin called this move a "pure bluff, a delusion 
and a snare. 192 The Bulletin accused the government of giving a false 
impression and declared that the ''Military Service Act cannot be 
changed sien dit action by parliament. "93 The Bulletin suggested that 
the Order in Council which pretended to change the military service 
law was "merely a memorandum expressing the opinion of the cabinet 
and authorizing the minister of agriculture to have Serebedy present 
to watch the tribunals. N94 

The Calgary Herald, noting that a ''Great Swing has 
started to Unionists,'' stated that farmers everywhere were ''satisfied 
now with the Military Service Act. 199 Conscription, as a matter of 
fact, was intended "'to help the labor problem among the farmers rather 
than injure it. 196 Two days later the Calgary Herald noted the support 
of H. W. Wood for ''Tom" Crerar and declared that H. W. Wood had 


made it clear that the U. F. A. was behind the Union government and 


9lipid., December 5, 1917, p. 9. 


92 93 


Ibid., December 6, 1917, p. 9. 94 
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not following Laurier. 97 
When President Wood of the United Farmers 
organization sent his telegram of endorsation to Hon- 
ourable T,;A., Crerar he, delivered the rebuke. direct 
to the campaign of misrepresentation being waged by 
James Weir, a vice president of the U.F.A. against 
the minister of agriculture in the Union government 


(Crerar}. 9 
The Edmonton Journal pointed out that now there could 

be no ''doubt as to the Seen of those whose services are required 
for farming operations and have been refused exemption by the tribun- 
als.''79 The Edmonton Bulletin, which had dismissed Crerar as ''busi- 
ness head of one of the greatest grain handling concerns in Canada" 
and therefore part of ae "Big Interests, 1100 did not. retrain.trom 
expressing its doubts as to the processing of exemptions by the tribun- 
als. The Bulletin declared that the districts north of the city were 
being depopulated by conscription of farmers and listed the number of 
exemptions refused in the Falher district at 40, Clyde 10 and Stur- 
geonville 10. 101 The Bulletin also noted that the draft act made no 
provision for the exemption of farm hands, and again suggested that 
the whole procedure was not legal. 102 The hard fact is that Western 


! 


farms are being stripped of labor,'' while ''exemptions are being 


7d, We Sera de GY D7, pe AA 


ciate December 8, 1917, p. 6. 


aca SRE A December 6, 1917, p. 4. 


LOU S. 
Ibid. ee December, ] ,9l9h7, p.iel. 


UOta 
Bulletin (Edmonton), December 7, 1917, p. 3. 


Map Memdeshaves, STTOIF. Al 9. 


cel 


f 
mont siptiet jon Dib ~""",etestetcl gia” + Iq Ineq Stole 


juDSsY &T6 aanrvirse se o.dw aa2da3 bie nore od: ot obs BE 


aied’ won jadi typo, boiniog | Babes cosnaenb@ ee 
eg Oe te I al _RR 


Se. 
| . ac | 
stsortst betinU ods, lo ui > A W tusbi 9292 nodW 
Say . as <0 , a4 : ee 
-noH of noitsetobrs lo matgsies sik fe 92 nk: 
inetib etude, adt borsviliels| cy | 
wd b BA or aitiod noijsinesst qo eHaite. ny! 


tent mare A.%.U ods te seh aie { 9oiv vee x 


eit 


, wi 


. 5 a oe 
vd aoligqerexs beanies neod svad buns sire an tsi 10! 
> 


a ay ve y 
rs19%D beseimeih bed doidwy yitollod nowsoestb edt an el. 


oe 


a : “a _ 7 y i 
nie " — _ ry ; 

bsns. oi entaono> poilbasd nistg Jesiss: ce oly mers to. bsod Ber 
‘ Ve Lo FY 


yy teeny oe 
dt bats 


+ 
a 


7" nd 

dt yd enolignvexs to gateesoo1g s it.of en atdueb vi asin TED 

v vito ori to citton eiaieielib odd asc boxalveh aliaiiu® » of 
— 

oft boajefil bas a+rentiel le mobigis 2e N03 yd botaluaoaeh 8 ats 


bre OL shviD .Ob te tolttaif redis® oe? ob boaiiter as st x“ 


jad 
Len 


2? 

| 
= 
ms 
i ve 


, oe : 
{fos Sisth odd jad? boston oels anellod eAT_ 101 og « 9 vao9g 
Trice tite : He 7 a 
P 7 i ; 
beteeynve caters bos .ebaed ocitel. to neiig rriexa. add 10% aoit ivote 
‘ pl * a 


, 


| tect .ei Josh. brad sdT" AOL fy nol ton asw stubeaorg '®: ow aril 


" ad ae | 

t [ sil Pe 

f ) cottqearsxs" eltdw ",xodal to baqq inte ini om | any 
sam Nis, wi 


| .q , 7201 .6 tedarsoeC |, .bidl 


- 


Ber 


2 .q SIRE 8 tedmased , bid! 


\ i 


bb .q viel - tedimesad ise 
bs = 


; : . _00 
A ay SEG tedimese0 ioe: 
j 7 ad 
oe 


q SHIRL VY 19dmaned |doanens atfotiod © 7 


2 ig TOT an ee org pest 


LASSE, . 


144 


"103 in some of the large centres of population and 


granted wholesale 
munition works. 

re a front page editorial the Calgary Herald denied that 
the farmer is against the government because he opposes conscrip- 
tion and that he opposes conscription solely because he is afraid it — | 
might affect his own Cree. on the farm."'104 "This ts foolish 
talk,'' suggested the Herald and declared that it ''believes that the 
farmer is patriotic and will support the war and the government. 1105 
Ree es the Herald hastened to assure its readers that ranchers 
were exempt from military duty and referred to a letter from J. M. 
Carson, the Registrar for Alberta, to H. W. Wood asserting the 
same, 196 

The Alberta weekly press was also concerned about this 
problem. ''The farm help situation is the most serious Des tern affect- 
ing agriculture at the present time, WlOW Geclared the Wainwright Star. 
The Star along with other weeklies applauded the government's policy 
of ''no man who is needed on the land will be taken from it 108 ana 
noted that the government had set up appeal bodies which would hear 
appeals on the decisions of the exemption tribunals. The Star recog- 
nized the need for controls and declared that these exemptions should 


be limited to those ''who have been helping on the farm'' and not those 


who "are simply using the fact that they are farmers' sons to escape 
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service."199 The weekly press, which openly supported the Union- 
ists, used this issue as an election plea. The Fort Saskatchewan Con- 
servator declared that under the Military Service Act ''no young man 
who is actually doing a man's work on the farm is expected to serve 
overseas. "110 th the ey Gcaoutne Gonservatonihne Military Service Act 
was the only point of difference between the supporters of Union gov- 
Bmacat and the supporters of Sir Wilfrid Laurier. Therefore, ''if 
you are in favor of having your country contribute intelligently, at once 
and until the end'' of the war, you will ''mark your ballot for the Union- 


iotecahcuaate 4. 111 


suggested the Conservator. 

The settlement of the matter of exemptions for farmers 
had also won the approval of the Grain Growers Guide. 112 Although 
the Guide was not published in Alberta, it was widely read and when it 
negated its traditional western viewpoint in order to achieve unity for 
the purpose of conducting the war and announced its support for Union 
government, the Union campaign received the added support it needed 
to carry a significant part of the rural vote in western Canada. 

The, Bulletin ‘also. criticized the application of the Mili- 
tary Service Act and drew a comparison between the Quebec situation 
and the Alberta situation. !13 it noted the appeal by thousands against 
the decisions of the Quebec Tribunals even though the rate of success- 


ful appeals for exemptions was 82 percent with about 3 percent being 


refused and the remaining cases pending. 114 The Bulletin referred to 
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the statement of the ridaudtbabla Arthur Meighen in the House of Com- 
mons: ''The Military Service Act has been drafted to bear as lightly 
as possible on Quebec. "115 The Journal asked the Bulletin to locate 
this in Hansard and then quoted the baat in context and outlined the 
other facts which Meighen pointed out--the agricultural nature of Que- 
bec and the fact that PYERe Roe nadians marry earlier hence excluding 
them from the first category in the Military Service Act. 116 The 
Journal tienes that the Act was applied the same in Quebec as in the 
rest of Canada. 117 The Bulletin acknowledged Meighen's denial of 
this statement in an address in Winnipeg but did not withdraw its 
charge; rather the Bulletin referred its readers to ''Hansard of 
June 21, 1917, page 2643. "118 

The Journal continued to examine the friendly relation- 
ship between Laurier and Bourassa and then pointed out that on the one 
hand the Laurier newspapers denounced "Unionist candidates for rais- 
ing a racist cry to make political capital outside of Quebec'’ and on the 
other hand aber that the Military Service Act was ''too soft on Que- 
pec. "119 The objections of the Bulletin and other liberal papers and 
even the explicit denial of Sir Wilfrid Laurier!#9 dia not deter the 


Edmonton Journal from its position. 


aos NES bk November 26, 1917, p. 1. 

DO ae Journal, November 27, 1917, p. 4. 
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Bulletins (hdmonton); Decemberit0; 1917; .p. 1, 


1) edmonton Journal, November 28, 1917, p. 4. 
bet Aileen (Edmonton), December 4, 1917, p. 4. 
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The Journal has all along contended (and 
believes that it has made it quite clear) that the Laur- 
ier and Oliver policy, was, in its effect exactly the 
same as that of Bourassa, even though they tried by 
delusive phrases to make it appear otherwise. The 
fact that Bourassa is using all his influence to secure 
their return to power at Ottawa is the best evidence 
of this, 121 


This position was capitalized on by the Journal in the following editor - 
ial which was carried on December 8, 9 and 10, 1917. 


Do you want to co-operate with these men? 

Henri Bourassa - has opposed Canadian participation 
from the start. 'If Laurier loses it will not be 
our fault. ' 

Rudolphe Lemieux - chief Laurier Lieutenant in Que- 
bec. 'We have no interest on the other side of 
the sea.' 'We have done enough. ' 

Le Droit - only newspaper supporting Sir Wilfrid in 
Ottawa--does not see why Canadians died for a 
cause ‘foreign to our own.' 

The writer of a Bulletin letter--'sacrifice already too 
great. ' 

James Weir, M.L.A. --'Quebec is the brightest gem 
in the confederacy. ' 

J. A. Ewart--Labored for years to split Canada and 
Britain--supports Laurier. 

Edmonton man--when applying for exemption (mother 
tongue German)--confirmed pacifist, 'war 
wholesale murder'--supports Laurier. 122 


The Journal referred almost daily to the implications of this alliance 

on its editorial page--''No elector who really desires to see the Cana- 
dian divisions in France maintained in unimpaired strength can afford 
to line up on the same side as Henri Bourassa. 1123 The Bulletin's 
final pre-election reply to these charges against Bourassa only restated 


its earlier position. It denied any connection between Laurier and the 
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Ibid., December 10, 1917, p. 4. 
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Ipid™ ; December 11, I917, p. 4. 
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Nationalists and asked: "If, as the Government papers allege--quite 


truthfully--Mr. Bourassa is a traitor, why is he not in jail 2te4 


The Calgary Herald had definite views concerning the 
election and its editor, J. H. Woods, published several editorials 
under the pen of Politicus in which he declared that Laurier would not 
support the men at the front and connected Laurier with Bourassa. 
Politicus declared that the only main issue of the election was con- 


scription. 125 


On December 1, the Calgary Herald suggested that the 
time had come to line up the parties. 


Opposition 

Liberal partizans who place party before 
country. Bourassa and his Nationalist following who 
want Canada to be taken out of the war. 

Slackers and shirkers in Quebec and all other 
parts of the Dominion, who want to get back at the 
government which is forcing them to do their duty as 
400,000 other Canadians have done theirs voluntarily. 

The non-partizan party, which is opposed to 
Union government, and isn't quite sure about Laurier. 

A section of the Labor party which is opposed 
to further contribution of men to the war cause. Prac- 
tically the whole French Canadian press and a very few 
English papers. 


Government 

Liberal and Conservative men who have sunk 
party in order to more effectively prosecute the war 
cause. 

A section of the Labor party which puts the war 
cause before everything else. 


Canadian soldiers at the front. 

Veterans of the war who have returned to Canada, 
and know better than all others the war need. 

Female relatives of the soldiers who are anxious 
to see their men at the front properly safeguarded by 
reinforcements. 


betes (Edmonton), December 11, 1917. 
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The Grain Growers Organization of western 
Canada. 
Fully nine-tenths of the English newspapers 
of Canada. 14 
The inclusion of ''female relatives of the soldiers who 
are anxious to see their men at the front properly safeguarded by rein- 


forcements"14? 


as government supporters indicated the anticipated 
effects of section 33 of the War-time Elections Act. This section per- 
mitted women with immediate relatives at the front to vote but did not 
extend the franchise to all women. This particular issue was strongly 
objected to in Parliament and inthe press. The Bulletin suggested 
that the disfranchisement of women was a misinterpretation of the 
electoral law in five provinces where the women had gained the right 
to vote. !28 In the final throes of the election campaign the Bulletin 
noted that the government was insisting that ' Canadian women cannot 
be trusted to wage war against"! the German ''monster. "129 The 
Grande Prairie Herald used even stronger language, referring to this 
limitation as "an outrage. "130 The Borden government ''disfranchises 
the re spectable women of these provinces and virtually tells them that 
only those who have relatives at the front are fit to vote. nl3l The 
government ''classifies all the rest with the alien enemies of Canada." 
The disfranchised women of these five provinces "are now catalogued 


with the Moravians, Doukhobors, Bukowinians, and Ruthenians. 1132 


Let dominetmn ber ldlghiaw. 6.0) lo ltbid. 


leo tilletin (Edmonton), December 3, 1917, p. 7. 
Loe eee bon La rota mul, 
130 
Herald December L3,1191a@,.p,_ 1. 
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The Herald continued: 

The Union Government having bound and gagged 
thousands of electors of this country, men and loyal 
women alike, seeks to regain power and further Pruss- 
ianize the country in the matter of franchise and suffer- 
age. The Borden administration, in short, is attempt - 
ing to reintroduce the notorious period of the family 
compact in our struggle for constitutional freedom. ee 

Section 154 of the same Act, Aisa outlined the reasons 
why voters were disqualified, received seein greater consideration in 
the Alberta press. Of greatest concern were the subsections which 
disqualified enemy aliens and aliens whose language was that of an 
eaeaay and aa08 ont €6 naturalized subsequent to the 3lst day of March, 
1oG2, 

The subject of disfranchisement had been examined in 
the Alberta press frequently in 1917 as it had proved to be an issue of 
some interest in the Alberta provincial election in June of that year. 
The new Canadians br ought in under the immigration efforts of a Lib- 
eral regime and ai ddided with homesteads while the Liberals were in 
eae were generally regarded as supporters of the Liberal cause. 
The results of earlier.elections in the constituencies where these 
eecnte had settled would tend to confirm this point of view. 135 The 
Liberals were criticized by the Conservatives for allowing these people 
to vote in the Alberta Leos in June of 1917. The Bulletin defended 


the right of these people to vote so long as they obeyed the law. 136 . 


133Ipid. 


| Uae in eatin Elections Act, 1917, 7 & 8 George V, 
Gh 39 app ae t0 stds 


135-Thomas, Liberal Party in Alberta, p. 28. 
136nulletin (Edmonton), May 22, 1917, p. 7. 


021 es 
I 

f ys 

7 y  piae 
‘6 


A 7 
bay 39 ; bas brood’ nivel te 
“Teel ceaie Orr TID 8 a ph TC 
wr xzed?int bas + owoq riser ot e098 « ia 
- retire bak seldons i to ratther odd int y Ses ai: 
-tgopsts et trode ni ,solisifeinimbs aoe 208 of] 
. vitrerst ait io boiteq aveliion ot » oub pice 
mobsoxt Lendiiuittends tok atagutie. bay { 
weLest oft banifine doidw pa § sxtee sft ia: ¥ey rs; 


pe Pat - ae 


| noiteatsbienos 193697, oun bayisoet boitieupeik Stey ha: 7v iy 


nie 


\ 


( - ; * P J lye wa TA 
dw enolinsadue ad stew gtensaos tes or ©, (aeonas xadit 
‘| ' ; . A , i. : ahh 


as 30 367 aaw ay gel ebodw a@qsile bose ens its Vanna, "9 iLou pert 


| if as 
lozsM to véb tale ; ine tur are ee SS on 08. vata “ 


i 7 
bonimsxs nesd bet inemis¢idonetieaib ie oeidee sat | 
| | . hag | 7 ya 
Io t Mt rate 8d of beve ree Oem t 8H VAY re vide ts pet iF Gterg s? PS A 


a rit 4 


Sas / : ee . 
Sy 260) tC soy tf morosl vore nltedlA odd Hi dep xosni : MITtOe 


to efzelis sotistRioamli sm tebe mu Hig Lio id auitibens, 7S oa OAT 
ve, e 


i atew eletadit sit slidw ebestesmod Mit bebivoug bre sige Bic 


sony tevodid adi lo e1sitegaire es bebte 99% tetneg 23 oneas dics, 


seer? sierw eeionsetienos edi ai enoitsels gaiteal do “iy max 1%, of I 


ral 


iT ““? .weiv Yo taleg sift mrtiing a 0} bas? bluow 6 lise beak 


2 Das | y ee 
ooq sasn? aniwolls 16? @evidevieenod ef) vd Doni moe ny baie 


clages 


bebaesteb nitelinll aA1 Viel te empl al enaoifosls si 2c 


; bey sd0 ¥oi @6 anol o@ Sstov ot elqosq s 


.¥ exptose 8 AT Tiel oA anicit>91% sraii- “ 4 aa = 
oe ATO E aq 0k dz 


: 
. 


88... i yrs Letsdit aditoiet EF 


nitettwe : 
oe 


/ 


‘Fou ,Tlel ss yam stesso ona) 


Ll 


The removal of this right under the War-time Elections Act evoked the 
following comment from the Edmonton Bulletin: 


There is now no ground left upon which to appeal 
to people of other than British descent. Because of 
their origin certain classes of our citizens, sworn to 
loyalty, are denied the privilege of sharing in the sac- 
rifice imposed by a conscription measure. Again, 
because of their origin, certain classes of citizens, 
sworn to loyalty and convicted of no offence are deprived 
of their citizenship rights. What argument could be used 
to these people in a further appeal for voluntary contribu- 
tions? We have, in effect, set them aside as people who 
have no part or let in either the duties or the privileges 
of citizenship. We have asserted that it is our war, but 
not theirs. We have by law proclaimed them unworthy of 
confidence and suspected of treachery. And we have 
declared to every naturalized citizen of Canada that what 
has been done to these others would under other condi- 
tions be done to him: that he has no inalienable right of 
citizenship, but only a paegs conceded to him at the 
pleasure of the Government. 


Thus the naturalization certificate becomes ''Canada's Scrap of 
repens ee suggested the Edmonton Bulletin. 

An alien to whom a certificate of naturalization 

is granted shall within Canada be entitled to all political 
and other rights, power and privileges and be subject to 
all obligations to which a natural-born British subject 

is entitled or subject to within Canada. Section 17, Chap- 
ter 13, Dominion Statutes, 1881. 

The Bulletin accused the Borden government of contra- 
vening the "principle that citizenship is a right and that Governments 
exist by consent of the governed,'' and establishing a distrust among 
tens of thousands of people for ''Canadian citizenship" and thus hinder - 


ing the growth of a ''national spirit. "140 Purthermore, disfranchise- 


ment would assist in cutting off contributions to the patriotic fund and 


137tHhid., October 1, 1917, p. 7. 
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the announcement that ''no more homesteads would be given to those 
who were not British subjects at the start of the war'' caused the 
Bulletin to ask, ''What of Americans? What is the portfolio of Colon- 
ization and Immigration for guia 
The Edmonton Journal outlined the position of the gov- 
ernment papers on disfranchisement. 
It has always seemed to us so obviously reason- 
able a measure of precaution to take when an election 
is held in time of war, that we could not believe that 
any wide measure of sympathy would be felt for these 


persons. (Since they) are not being asked to fight why 
should they object to voting privileges being removed? 142 


The Journal referred to the "scrap of paper'’ charges of the Bulletin 
as sheer pietadae. It has never. been claimed hitherto that once a 
man has been allowed to vote he has a epee vote."143 The Jour - 
nal pointed to the disfranchisement of Japanese citizens in British 
Columbia and of Chinese citizens in Saskatchewan and asked ay we 
have "heard nothing about these provinces treating the naturalization 
certificates of these citizens as 'scraps of paper’. nl44 
Discussion of the alien question was certainly not con- 
fined to the dailies. The Bulletin discussed a proposal of The Farm 
and Ranch Review of Calgary which suggested that: 
| The time has come for another form of con- 
scription--the rounding up of all aliens exempt from 
overseas service to help shoulder the brunt of food 


production and have them placed on farms and ranches 
at a remuneration not to exceed that paid to our brave 


152 


boveme: 
ee tee December 5, 1917, p. 7. 
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Bulletin (Edmonton), ecemper LS, TOL py 9. 
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This, declared the Bulletin, only furthers the ''develop- 


ment of the Prussian ideal in Canada. The war was not the fault of 


1146 


these citizens. 
As the date of the election approached, discussions 
surrounding disfranchisement amounted to rather speculative accusa- 
tions. The Bulletin noticed that a man who had lost his naturalization 
papers was disfranchised but not exempted from conscription. ''The 
position of the Government is that he is good enough to be a soldier, 
but not good enough to be a voter. nl4? The Bulletin suggested that 
"voters are not being allowed to vote unless their sentiments are 
favourable to the government. n148 
Among the Alberta weekly press, the Consort Enter- 
prise agreed with the Bulletin. 
Before you vote be sure that your name is on 
the voting list. Of course if you are going to vote 
RIGHT you don't need to worry, your name will be 
written there but if you are doubtful accidents might 
happen. At this writing an accident like this has kept 
our name off the voting list. Of course we didn't come 
to Alberta until 1909 and I've only lived in this town 
continuously for a little over 2 years and in a list of 
69 names people that stay in nights are liable to be 
missed, so of course we don't worry. 
Expression of this type of sentiment was rare in the 
Alberta weekly press; those who disagreed with the government dis- 


franchisement usually stated their opposition to the War-time Elec- 


tions Act and then passed onto other matters. The majority of the 


149Tmia, 147 Ibid. 
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Alberta weekly press accepted the measure and viewed the issue as a 
balance. Since the aliens were exempted from service, ''as a balance 
they are debarred [sic] from voting on war issues during the war time 
election. "199 Several of these weeklies suggested that enemy aliens 
agreed with the measure. 151 

The Edmonton Journal on the other hand used examples 
of disloyal behaviour to the best political advantage. It gave front page 
coverage to one Benjamin Hager, a student at the University of Alberta, 
who was a conscientious objector. Mr. Hager apparently insisted that 
"war is wholesale murder and to shoot fellow-beings on battlefield"' 
would be a ''moral perhaps evil crime. nl52 This story the Journal 
carried under the heading ''Claims German as Mother Tongue--Lauds 
Laurier as his Leader then Appeals for Exemption to Court. W153 

With the election approaching, both sides were caught 
up in a last minute election flurry. The Bulletin pointed to a ''Unionist 


1154 


conspiracy to keep voters off the list' and accused the government 


of interfering with the work of the enumerators. 


It is current gossip on the street that some 
political workers for the Unionist party have instructed 
the enumerators to mail the lists to Honourable Frank 
Oliver at Ottawa in the expectation that they will not be 
returned until after the election. 


The Bulletin carried several statements from men in 


1 0 stavely Adve;tiser, November 9, 1917, p. 4. 


bol igh River Times, November l, 1917, p. 2; Stavely 


Advertiser, November 9, 1917, p. 4. 
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the Canadian ORM cele Porce re senting the treatment they had 
received overseas. 156 The Bulletin”’continted to ater to the conduct 
of the war by the ''Borden'' government. 157 The Journal declared that 
"the plese: deficiencies of se old Conservative government are not 
an issue in this campaign. "158 These charges by the Liberals were 
“utterly Bosucds "declared the Journal: aiter all, the ''man who was the 
chief critic, Honourable Frank Carvell"!99 was now a member of the 
government. in the Same issue, however, the Journal reacted to one 
of the Bulletin's editorial comments by reminding everyone that the 
Ross Rifle was "not adopted by Borden but by Laurier. 160 

The Bulletin was constantly asking, ''How would the 
Kaiser vote 21) Ol One of the rhetorical answers was, ''For the Gov- 
ernment that sift the Canadian troops with rifles that wouldn't 
shoot. ''!62 The Bulletin continued to refer to the ''shameful tactics"! 
of the election organizers and accused them of ''posing as Liberals on 
the phone to servicemen's wives. 163 
On December 10 'the Bulletin declared that ''over 500 


i bos 


voters are omitted from West Edmonton Lists, and suggested that 


the only crime of those omitted was being suspected of being of Lib- 


eral sympathies. The Bulletin addressed itself to the consideration of 
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election irregularities in Edmonton West as that was the constituency 
in which the editor of the Edmonton Bulletin, Frank Oliver, was stand- 


165 


ing for re-election. The Bulletin announced on December 8 that an 
"immense audience'' endorsed Oliver and gave appropriate coverage to 
"the inequalities of the Military Service Act'' which were revealed at 
that meeting as well as the ''incompetence of Borden Government. 1166 
The Bulletin charged that ''desperate attempts were being made to 
steal the elections'' and accused the Unionists of abandoning "all 
semblance of fair play. nl67 Tt accused the government of using the 
War-time Elections Act in an illegal manner by classifying former 
Americans who were now Canadian citizens as foreigners if they were 
notanaturalizedy before 19022 168 The Bulletin appealed to these people 
to report to the nearest ''Liberal committee rooms with their natural- 
ization certificates."'169 It announced that "there is nothing surpris- 
ing that enumerators have left voters off the voting lists in Edmonton 
East and West''!?9 and declared that it was probably the same across 
Canada. 

The Bulletin of December 14 charged that direct viola- 
tions of the law had taken place ''in twenty-one polls in the western 


nl 71 The instances of the ''crooked work of Unionist 


Dart of the city. 
agents and enumerators were multiplying, 172 insisted the Bulletin. 


The Bulletin also accused the Tories of ''making panic calls to farmers 
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whose sons have been conscripted" and notifying them that "it was all 


a mistake. nl73 


Even on election day the Bulletin announced ''More Tory 
Frauds to Steal Elections. "!"4 It suggested that blank voting certifi- 
cates were being issued in East Edmonton which allowed the holder to 
vote in any poll if he took an oath. 175 The Bulletin insisted that ''no 
more conscription is now the Government's policy,'' and that the 100, 000 
men called up ''exhausted the government's win the war policy. 176 

Prior to election day, the Bulletin provided wide cover- 
age of Laurier's tour of western Canada and announced a ''western ova- 
tion for Sir Wilfrid."!"? Even in this context the Bulletin proceeded to 
explain how ''Bordenism Protects the Big Interests'' and offered the 
following comparison of amounts paid by ''Interests'' and ''People"' in 
Canada and Britain toward the support of government. 


In Canada people pay 94. 5% Interests pay 5.5% 


In Great Britain people pay 39.1% Interests pay 60. 27178 


The Bulletin then concluded that ''A vote for Union Government is a 


vote for the government of Canada by the Big Interests. W179 
The Bulletin continued to criticize the government and 


declared that ''if this is what 'non-party' government means in Canada 


the public are to be congratulated on not having experienced the 


Ibid; December 13; 1917; p. 1. 
174Iphid., December 17, 1917, p. 1. 
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'blessings' of merger government very often. "180 Both the Bulletin 
and the Gonsenvative papers in the province claimed support from the | 
soldiers at the front although the Bulletin conceded, in its criticism of 
the government's policy of a aetnchisement that the government was 
indeed limiting he electorate to those who supported the government's 
policy. 181 | 

The Bulletin carried a speech by K. C. Wade who had 
addressed a Liberal convention in Vancouver and who insisted that 
conscription was simply a brazen election cry and that the Conserva- 
tives had ''no intention of having it in Canada. nl82 phe Bulletin noted 
that there were "nearly 175,000 Canadians in reserve overseas, 1183 
and tended to discount the claims by the Conservative press for the 
urgent provision of reinforcements. 

The Edmonton Journal declared that the Canadian Fifth 
Dies might have to be broken up due to a lack of reinforcements 
and denounced the Liberal's plan to use a referendum as this would 
delay reinforcements one year. 184 The Journal also insisted that 
‘men of First Contingent cannot get furlough till reinforcements are 
given. "185 In this context the Bulletin again asked its rhetorical ques- 


tion, ''How would the Kaiser vote?'' This time the answer was ''for the 


180i id. 


181 Bulletin (Edmonton), December 6, 1917, p. 9; 
Edmonton Journal, December 5, 1917, p. 1; Calgary Herald, Decem- 
ber 15) POU pe 


eer eiietin (Edmonton), December 5, 1917, p. 1. 


183Ibid., December 7, 1917, p. 6. 
184 ;,urnal, November 29, 1917, p. 1. !85tbia. 


ONDE? | ae 
' ie Tt he 

oy y 

~air A 


- 
med) y lft edi dt08 vache | Hott § pestusy 


eH? Hiot? Itoqare beminls, s dni ve € 
: nk Ge 
frakottizro adi ni jabaonon ial th 


sw tnomunrevey: od? ted saoenqaidgiantsib » | van 


= mi 
ineruizeveg ah batrogrece odw. enue of snrotnels sat Ss aie hes : 
t | 7 
a 
sdur obe \ > 4 vd-doesde- me bSix tao nisekiaehy s 
* eT —. 


aa 
ea é "2% ay aa 
obs wuidene¥ of cotmevaas Jemedtl 


aq : i , « ‘ P a rt 
rasaanodD sd} tad? bona veo cottasis: cegatd 4 ones gu.) 
f ad 7 
od Ble 
bajon Lick oT “i Dace 2 af 3 pore ie eel te hal a 
ha Aa . 


: . & S56 1.5 » r432 9% rt ar + ee rt ( OF 2 ) : vitesn" vaeny 
A 7 " 
if rol. eeeta 4vil +, yd isis edi tmvropelb o1/bs 
ne) 4 
F496eses tOMISt ms noisivong: “ 
rj : nar rsa ait eng £ LR ey! 3") ’ * tccore Byae bi ae aa 
2 ud | = a neat ease _ ' 
; ; ~ —_—— 
totnie? to aoal s of och qu asdtord sd of ove idgim mols ivi 
; Wo A _ 
blvow vidi ea ervbnoteles # ven of nalq e'loxodjl ‘oda beam on ». bas 
y ? 
| 4 ore BS I ; ; es A 
‘ted? betateni oels (sn10l ofT *°* 1894 en0 cinpreraa Tolan? veal iL 


46 BInemadtrotnles [1 duvolte? Jeg fonzsS Ins resgnisded daa Ua mv aiTt 


lsoltoted+ ati bases nisys ntieslivG off Ixsinos eidt nt 6 fie 


a ead 

/ 7 a 
» — i mbt @ & "7 LAR YN t « ~~ | — 
Lewuns om) esr ain t+ SsOvV Tea (as ont . 


EE Ee 


ee 
: pic ia ai : 7 

Bt 

o » te . a a 2) ritoliyG Sait 


? .q ,VI@l .d tesdmeassC , (nother! 


a bley oH yragte? fg FECL ge aie ‘sts ol nod: 
; Bie 
ny Ri) 


§ .¢ . Tel .2@ tedemies0d (noir onmba } anielisé 


.o .q VIR .¥ sedated | paar t Una 


iP a .* 
A r ! = , L A sy. 
bidl="*. ft i TIRE es tederavovt isos woth J i 


59 


Government which stopped recruiting in order to use conscription as 


1186 


al eieculon Cry. The position of Laurier and the Liberals remained 
the same. They wanted a renewed effort at voluntary service anda 
national referendum on conscription. The Bulletin insisted that there 
would be ''conscription under Waurier' +o? but withea=reterencdum. 

The Edmonton Journal objected to a statement in the 
Calgary News-Telegram, and attributed to the Edmonton Bulletin, that 
the general election result would have no effect on the raising of the 
first 100,000 men under the Military Service Act. 188 This statement 
is as untrue as it is absurd, "189 declared the Journal. Sir Wilfrid 
stated in his manifesto: "As for the present Military Service Act, my 
policy will be not to proceed further under its provisions until the 
people have an opportunity to pronounce upon it by way of a referen- 
dum. nl90 Therefore "the whole election turns on whether en 100, 000 
men are to be raised or not, n19l declared the Journal. On December 8 
the Calgary Herald supported this view and noted that the first draft of 
approximately 25,000 men was to be called on January 3--atter the 
election. 


bg2 


The Calgary Albertan, a former supporter of Laurier, 


declared that Laurier's "policy is full of delay and danger. "193 Laurier 


LIOR ern (Edmonton), December 4, 1917, p. 9, 


Pie eae nen 6, 1917.3. 9. 


LOS dmonten Journal, December 3, 1917, p. 4. 


189 190 191 


Ibid. Ibid. Ibid, 


1 %2terald, December 8, 1917, p. 1. 


193 Albertan, December 13, 1917, p. 3. 
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did not say what would happen "'if the referendum declares for con- 


nl94 


scription. "Laurier is opposed to conscription, '' declared the 


Albertan and the demand behind the Laurier party in Quebec and in 
most parts of Canada was a demand to ''Let us get out of the war. nh 95 
In the same editorial the Albertan condemned the Calgary News- 
Telegram for suggesting that Canadian troops should give way to Amer- 
ican troops and return to Canada. ''In other words the proposal of the 
Calgary News-Telegram and other opponents of the government is that 
Canada should quit. 196 

| This position was denied by the Bulletin which insisted 
that ''Sir Wilfrid supports the war"' and that ''Canada would stay in the 
war to the finish. ''19" The Bulletin outlined ''how Borden wins the 
war'' by outfitting ''Canadian rae with boots they could not walk in, 
with equipment they could not wear and with rifles that failed when 
needed most. "198 

The Alberta weekly press, while not engaged in the pre- 

election political struggle to the extent of their larger brethren, did 
adopt many of the anti-Laurier and anti-Borden attitudes of the larger 
dailies. Several of the papers avoided politics and either printed no 
election news or printed some news but offered no comment. However, 
there were a few papers which adopted different attitudes which are 
worthy of note. The Alberta Non-Partisan was not a Unionist paper 
196 


loa 195 


Ibid. Ibid. Ibid. 
De ietin (Edmonton), December 6, 1917, p. 3; 
December 15, 1917. p:.-l. 
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nor an independent as its name might suggest; rather it was a paper 
which advocated the policies of the non-Partisans, a group of rising 
political importance in Alberta which was opposed to the traditional 
party system and which criticized both of the traditional parties. 


The Union Government obviously does not mean 
a United Canada, and it does not stand for a business 
and democratic administration. Canada has never been 
wmore.divided since,,Gonfederation|aved, .h The: Union 
Government is a union of Tory Liberals and Tory Con- 
servatives who have joined hands under a new banner 
to serve their masters (the big interests) more effic- 
iently. 

What Canada needs is a union of her people to 
overwhelm this last daring scheme of a capitalistic 
class who have eyes for nothing but profits. Canada 
must be united and partyism must be overthrown. But 
this can be accomplished only by voting for Non-partizan 
candidates such as stand in Bow River, McLeod, Vic- 
toria and East Calgary. A vote for these men will mean 
a vote for a United Canada and a democratic govern- 
ment. 199 


While the Non-partisans were not to prove an important 
force in the federal election of 1917, it is important to note their 
existence as they were to assume an important role following the war. 

One of the most outspoken of the weeklies was the Cal- 
gary Standard. Jts editorial on, December}15,/.191%, illustrated the 
emotionalism and hysteria which surrounded this election and was 
directed specifically at the female voter: 

This journal speaks with a full sense of the 

meaning and responsibility of its words when it asserts 
that Canada is face to face with a vast pro-German 
pacifist conspiracy to upset patriotic government in 
this country and to destroy its body and soul. To the 
sorrow of thousands of his former supporters, Sir Wil- 


frid Laurier, an aged and deluded caus has become the 
tool and figurehead of this conspiracy. 00 


tO None een: November Zor Ole Dy) Ss 
200ctandard, December 15, 1917, p. 2. 
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According to the Standard, we had a German conspiracy led by Laurier 
and directed by the ''Hidden Hand'' of the ''predatory German Govern- 
ment.'' The 'most important agency" of that conspiracy on Canadian 
soil, declared the Standard, ''is the Roman Catholic Church. 1201 


The Vatican presented a spectacle of supine 
cowardice when Catholic Belgium was ruined. It feared 
Germany too much to effectively protest when Belgian 
men were slain, despoiled, and enslaved, Belgian 
women outraged, and Belgian children mutilated. But 
the Vatican is apparently using all its influence to secure 
a peace satisfactory to Germany. 


"We attack the religious faith of no one,'' declared the 


Standard, ''but this is not a question of faith but of insidious political 


policy . .'' Furthermore, can it "be supposed that the enemy 


intriguers who have for three years actively conspired in Argentina, 
Brazil, Mexico, not to mention the United States, have been content to 
leave Canada alone ?1!293 asked the Standard. 


No! The Hidden Hand of Germany has been at 
work, and is now at work in every constituency of 
Canada to defeat Union Government, and to paralyze 
Canada's army in continuing the war. In Quebec, 
where most of Sir Wilfrid Laurier's candidates are 
pro-Germans, where opposition to conscription has 
not stopped short of murder plots, this fact is 
obvious. 204 


The Standard declared that what is true of Quebec is 
true elsewhere except that it is not as easy to distinguish the ''Hidden 


Hand. 1205 


Sir Wilfrid Laurier and his candidates exalt the 
traitor and the slack sic and condemn the soldier. 
It is for the women folk of the soldiers to give their 
answer at the polls. 

Every woman who has a vote and fails to use 
it to support Union Government is herself a slacker. 


20a, 202 mpyia, 203 mmia. 2°4mia, 2° ria. 
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She will be one who deserts the living soldiers, and 
forgets the Sacrilice of the dead - : 

Canada is menaced by open foes in Europe and 
insidious foes at home. To vote for Union Government 
is the woman's paramount duty, the duty of the hour. 06 


Whilesnot all Alberta papers,-evenm those of a> Unionist 
bent, would have agreed with the "conspiracy" pointed out by the 
Drameare, the marure or tae ClecttOn Campaign made it very difficult to 
deny that the election revolved around the government's conduct of the 
War in general and conscription in particular. The issues of the elec- 
tion seemed clear to both sides. It was only those Canadians who had 
not identified with either side that found it difficult to decide on Decem- 
ber 17, 1917. Nevertheless, the verdict was to be decisive when the 


votes were finally counted. 


2068, 
Ibid. 
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CHAP TER’ VI 


UNION GOVERNMENT AND THE CANCELLATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


On the morning of December 18, 1917 newspapers 
across Canada headlined the election results and announced a decisive 
Unionist victory. Most of the Canadian dailies predicted that there 
would be a Unionist majority in excess of forty seats when all of the 
votes were counted. ! Premier Borden was satisfied with the results, 
| reported the Calgary Herald as it announced that the Canadian press 


was ''almost unanimous in its approval''¢ 


ot the result, ihe: results in 
the east were not surprising as Quebec had followed Laurier as pre- 
dicted but in the west, a traditional stronghold of Liberalism, the 
extent of the success was welcomed by the Unionist press. The 
importance of the western support of the Unionist cause was underlined 
by the Calgary Albertan when it announced that ''the voice of the west 
was decisive'' and declared that it was not a triumph ''for either of the 
old parties'' but rather ''a victory for democracy and justice. "3 Never- 
theless, the Albertan insisted that the new government was on trial and 
would have ''to continue to earn the measure of confidence now reposed 


Leite "4 The Edmonton Ustiraials, the Lethbridge Herald, and the Medi- 


cine Hat News also welcomed the result while the Edmonton Bulletin, 


RRGLLCCn (Edmonton), December IS, 1917, p. 1. 
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quite understandably, was furious. 5 


Although final results would not be forthcoming for 
some time, the Bulletin observed that the election results were suffic- 
iently complete ''to indicate that Big Business has succeeded in its 
conspiracy to turn the war conditions to their advantage and to secure 
control of the governing power of the country for another term. 116 
Editorially, the Bulletin continued to speak of a ''country-wide plot to 
disfranchise voters'' and emphasized that ''if Canada is to be governed 
by the will of the people it is necessary that the enumerators, return- 
ing officers, and other public officials'' who had taken part in this con- 
spiracy be ''rounded up and put in jail. nd 

In an editorial ''The West enthrones the Interests''!® the 
Bulletin provided its reasons for the Unionist win. The first reason, 
suggested the Bulletin, was the cabinet shuffle which brought the newly 
elected provincial governments to support Union government. The 
second reason was the provisions of the War-time Elections Act under 
which thousands of citizens of German and Austrian birth were dis- 
franchised; ''tens of thousands of women were disfranchised; unlimited 
power was placed in the hands of enumerators to give or withhold the 
vote; and the military service law was kept hanging as a threat over 


the population. "9 Furthermore, "newspapers, with two or three 


a Tana December 18, 1917, p. 1; ‘Herald, Decem- 
ber-18, 1917, p. 1; News, December 18, 1917, p.. Is ‘Bulletin, Decem- 
bere ls, 1927, pigl. 


6Bulletin (idmonton), December 18,1917, p.:.9. 
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t. lO 


exceptions, lined up behind the governmen "Under these circum- 


stances, nll 


argued the Bulletin, the landslide in the west could easily 
be accounted for: 

One other provision of the Electoral Act also received 
some comment in the Alberta press. This was the section of the Act 
which allowed a soldier to assign his vote to a constituency of his 
choice if he did not have a permanent ve Habnds in Canada. It was 
suggested that officers were using their influence to direct these votes 
into constituencies where the Unionist cause might be in trouble. l2 
The Edmonton Journal denied that there had been any manipulation of 
the service vote. ''It should be remembered,'' declared the Journal, 
"that all the voting had to be finished by yesterday and that choices of 
constituency had to be made by then;''!3 therefore there could not have 
been any switching of votes to areas where they would have done the 
most good. | 

The solid vote for Unionism in English Canada was also 
welcomed by the Calgary Herald. 14 In Alberta Unionist wins were 
indicated in eleven of the twelve constituencies in the province. The 
constituency of Victoria was clearly a Liberal win and a close race 


15 


was occurring in Edmonton West. The Bulletin thought it rather 


"pyeculiar' that the constituency of Victoria which had "probably the 


10 Maen dlipia: 


emdrronton Journal, December 19, 1917,. p. 9. 


1 ibidna deeHemald).Decembergloy U9lz, p. 1. 


1 Batterie (Bonvonton), December '!9> 1917, p. 1. 
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largest disfranchised vote of any constituency in the west"! © had 
biigaes an inpemuneite Moret Whithorn ee sree nim iota pian 

On December 20 the Bulletin pointed out that if Parlia- 
ment was split on traditional party lines, there would be 135 Liberals 
and 93. Conservatives in the House. 18 The Bulletin was indulging in 
wishful thinking, for it would seem somewhat questionable to assume 
that these Liberal Unionists, which the Bulletin was counting as its 
own, would have been re-elected under the Laurier banner. Any pre- 
' diction as to the final number of seats for each side was rather specu- 
lative at this point since both the outlying polls and the soldiers' votes 
had yet to be woudese: Nevertheless, there was little question about 
the overall outcome and the fact that the country had divided along 
racial lines. The major reason fot this was the fact that the election 
was fought on the conscription issue. The Camrose Canadian regretted 
that the election was fought on an issue that left ''Canada openly 
dividea''!9 wits the Calgary Herald rationalized this development by 
Suggesting that it was Sir Wilfrid Laurier's "insistence upon a wartime 
election and his refusal to participate in a Union Government"! which 
forced ''the racial issue into a prominence which has no right in this 


country. "20 This was denied by the Liberal press which continued to 


bora waeeeber 20, OL7) pe y, 


Li When all the votes were counted the ''substantial"’ 


majority turned out to be the smallest majority in Alberta. See Appen- 
cis, IT, 


Leeistin (Edmonton), December 20, 1917, p. 9. 


ener Voret >. December 20, 1917, p. 4. 
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insist that it was the Conservatives who had forced the conscription 
issue into prominence in order to show the necessity of a Union gov- 
ernment and through this arrangement remain in power. The Bulletin 
continued to Eee the tactics of the government, “eee the 
Military Voters Act which appeared to have implications for Frank 
Oliver's constituency. a1 
In Edmonton West, with 34 polls to hear from on Decem- 
ber 21, Griesbach's lead was down to 45 votes. 22 On December 24 
Oliver was 100 votes ahead with 15 polls to report. ce The Bulletin 
outlined its complaints in a series of editorials. In Midition to the 
Military Voters Act, the Bulletin continued to question the War-time 
Elections Act and the instructions issued to enumerators. The Bulle- 
tin argued that the ''enumerator was specifically instructed to refuse 
the vote to all men whose papers were dated after 1902'' although the 
law only referred to ''men of enemy alien birth or speech naturalized 
after 1902. 1124 Therefore, argued the Bulletin, thousands of electors 
were disfranchised not by the law but by the enumerators. Further- 
more, the enumerators refused to accept certified copies of natural- 
ization papers as fulfilling the requirements of the Act, resulting in 
fivecher disfranc nine This allowed the enumerators to hand pick 
the voters, argued the Bulletin. "If the Government candidate lost in 
any constituency it could only be because the cnumerators did not do as 
ES ein (Edmonton), December 20, 1917, p.. 9. 
22Ipid., December 21, 1917, p. 1. 
care 
Ibid. , December 24, 1917, p. 1. 
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well as was expected of them. We? The Bulletin complained about other 
election irregularities in Edmonton West. 2© 

the Edmonton Journal denied the pee ca charges 
against the government, maintaining that the Unionists would have won 
without the War-time Elections Act.“’ As to the specific complaints 
in Edmonton West, the Journal suggested that Frank Oliver might ''save 
his energy and apply it to having these charges investigated by the 


means which the law of this country provides,'' unless he was simply 
"using this strong ee to cover up his retreat into political obliv- 
ion. "#8 Oliver would probably have denied that he was following the 
advice of the Journal when he finally filed a formal protest with the 
Supreme Court and requested that Greisbach be unseated. 29 The Cal- 
gary Albertan suggested that the number of charges of alleged wrong 
doing in Edmonton West was reason enough to warrant an investiga- 
tion, 29 FPA Was not unseated, however. and the arrival of the 
soldiers' votes assured Oliver's loss in any case. 

The Soret arene majority was increased to sixty-eight 
seats. The greatest shift occurred in Nova Scotia where a government 


minority of two was changed to a majority of eight. 31 In Alberta, the 
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Unionists received 93 percent of the total overseas soldier vote. 32 


The results at the end of February indicated that there were 153 Union- 
ists elected ar which 115 were Conservative Unionists and 38 were 
Liberal Unionists. The Laurier Liberals received 82 seats of which 

62 were located in Quebec. West of the Ontario - Manitoba border 
there were only two Weaurier Liberals-elected--J. P.« Molloy in Proven- 
cher riding in Manitoba and W. H. White in Victoria constituency in 
Alberta. >? 

Uiee coveromient DlLess«wass jubilant about the election 
results and the fact that conscription could now proceed. Shortly after 
the election the Bulletin launched a new Aer: attack on the govern- 
ment position. It stated that ''not a single recruit.had been added to 
the Canadian army in the last seven months as a result of the Govern- 
ment effort either to enlist men voluntarily or to conscript men. 34 
While the allegation concerning conscripts was true since the first 
draitees were to be called up on January 3, 1918, the Bulletin was 
unwilling to give the government credit for those recruits which had 
joined the forces. Presumably they joined in spite of efforts of the 
government. ‘The Bulletin continued: | 


« 


li reiniorcements were urpently needed seven 
months ago as was claimed, the Government have 
been culpably indifferent to that need. If reinforce- 
ments were not urgently needed then the whole cam- 
paign [Orne presemt-conscripltion measure and the 
reelection of the Government was based on false pre- 
tences. Whether the Government have been 


26 hhpettan (Calgary). February co, 1910, o. 1. 
42. Ge, Randal gi7t bp, 1648, 


34 | 
Bulletin (Edmonton); December’ 20) 1917, p. 9. 
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englecting [sic] the army or deceiving the public will 
be shown by their conduct now that they have acquired 
unquestioned power to carry out their purposes, what- 
ever they may be. 
While the Bulletin continued to question the value of con- 
scription, other Alberta newspapers called for more conscription. 
The Alberta Non-Partisan was one of the papers which continued to 
advocate conscription of wealth. 
Today we stand for Universal Conscription. 
If conscription is the fairest and most logical way 
when men are needed, why jib at it when these preter? 
ial things that are equally essential for the prosecu- 
tion of the war are needed. Why not enlist all for 
national service and abolish entirely the gigantic pro- 
fits and profiteering of 1917. ° 
The Medicine Hat News supported this view and also 
called for government conscription of industry and labour so that men 
could ''be released from manufacturing luxuries" and be redistributed 
among "essential industries." The Albertan, an early supporter of 
conscription of wealth, advocated conscripting the ''alien born'' in an 
editorial on January 19. "It is very unfair that while we are conscript- 
ing our own British and Canadian born for service in the trenches at 
$1.10 per day that we decline to conscript aliens born in enemy coun- 
tries to do anything at all. 138 The Albertan contended that. the aliens 
were ''getting fat on the war'"'?? and were not working full time. Other. 


papers led by the Calgary Herald advocated the introduction of Union 


government at the provincial level as another way of furthering the war 
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effort. 49 The takeover of American railways by the United States 
government led the Calgary Albertan to call for Canada to do likewise. 
The 2 libeat cm noted that: | | 
The Unionist-Liberal papers are almost a unit 

in declaring in favor of the complete nationalization of 

the Canadian Railways. The Conservative-Unionist 

papers are rather opposed to it, while the Laurier 

. Liiberals have a habit of making no pronounced state- 

ment about anything very much. * 

The Albertan also welcomed the new draft system which 
had been introduced into the United States. 42 The Bulletin reported 
that the United States expected to add 700, 000 effectives each year under 
their draft law. 42 The Alberta press also followed the issue of con- 
Sicriptiongun eae with considerable interest and all of the Alberta 
dailies commented on the defeat of a referendum on compulsory mili- 
tary ens In its analysis of the reasons for this failure, the Cal- 
gary Herald pointed to the opposition of labour and Roman Catholics to 
conscription. 44 ya parallel to the Canadian situation may have been 
intended by the Herald as it placed 'Roman Catholics' in larger print 
although it actually stated that this reaction was of lesser importance. 45 
The Medicine Hat News eno hen that Australia had already given ten 


percent, five hundred thousand men, out of a population of five million 


while Canada had only given two percent [?) or four hundred thousand 


serena December 20,.1917, p. 1. 
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out of eight million. 4© Although the statistics used by the News left a 
little to be desired, its point remained the same. This comparison 
with Australia and other Commonwealth countries was a common way 
of arguing that compulsion was needed to make Canadians do their 
duty. J. W. Dafoe was to use this reasoning in a letter to Thomas 
Cote. 


Do you not know my dear Cote, that in Australia, 
14 percent of the whole population enlisted voluntarily ? 
On that basis there would be in the Canadian armies 
today about 150,000 French Canadians in place of 
15,000 or 20,000 at the outside. When you have done 
half as much as Australia it will be time to talk. 

_ The trouble between the English and French 
Canadian has become acute, because French Canadians 
have refused to play their part in this war--being the 
only known race of white mento quit. They try to 
excuse themselves by alleging that they have domestic 
grievances which should first be righted. The excuse, 
if true, would be contemptible. In the face of an emer- 
gency like this domestic questions have to stand. 


This type of emotionally charged letter was also found 
among the published opinion in Alberta dailies. English Canada held 
eocnes accountable for her slackness. Many believed that the Military 
Service Act would be used to remedy these inequities. 

On January 3 the first draft of men under the Military 
Service Act reported aml although the Edmonton Journal insisted that 
the enforcement of the Act would be carried out with little trouble, it 


+, 48 


was soon apparent that many Canadians failed to repor Early 


SON eure Jamar OS, Dp. <: 


ehDeiee Papers:; J. W. Dafoe to Thomas Cote, Janu- 
ary 1, Lote. quoted In neem Walime, «Conscription 1917: A Brief 


for the Defence,'' Canadian Historical Review, XXXVII, No. 4 (Decem- 
ber, 1960), 347. 


a PASSE. January 3, 1918, p. 4. 
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reports in the Alberta press indicated that 25 percent of the men called 
up in Calgary had failed to report while in Regina the figure was 
58 1/2 percent and in Montreal 50 percent. 49 The Edmonton Bulletin 
commented on the lack of figures from the Toronto area and denounced 
the government order forbidding publication of the figures from Que- 
bec. 22 On January 11 the Edmonton Bulletin carried the Service Act 
figures. The total registration for the Dominion was 404, 395 of which 
28,105 were in Alberta. Over 25,000 had applied for exemption with 
18,093 being granted mainly for agricultural reasons and other cases 
were still pending. 51 On February 13, 1918 the Edmonton Journal 
reported that 46,448 troops had been raised since September 1917. Of 
these, 30,248 were draftees with the remainder being volunteers 
including a large number from the United States. 52 This was not pro- 
viding the hundred thousand which Premier Borden thought necessary 
and the Alberta press began to speculate that other classes would soon 
be called. 93 

The Calgary Herald suggested that the government 
should call the third class which poratered of single men and bypass 


the second group of young married men. 94 In the same issue of 
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February 14 the Herald stated that ''a correspondent with the armies 
at the front'! had reported ''that the Canadian forces in Flanders and 
elsewhere are now stronger than ever before as a result of the opera- 
tion of the Military Service Act. 495 The strength of the Canadian 
forces had been maintained by using reinforcements from the Fifth 
Division stationed in England. On February 9, 1918 the Fifth Division 
was officially dissolved and the remaining troops were used to provide 
menor units im the tielid, 

The Edmonton Bulletin failed to question the Herald on 
the rather rapid reinforcement of the Canadian forces--from civilian 
clothes to the trenches in Flanders in six weeks. If the Bulletin missed 
an opening it was only to complete its own editorial on ''the facts as to 
conscription. 156 The Bulletin disputed the figures given by Borden 
and presented its own list of those joining the Canadian forces from 
See ean lL, 1917 to. bebruary 9, 19138 which it companediwith the 
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numbers,elioibletor.each province: 


Total Eligible Called To 


Ontario 125, 750 8, 836 (E® 
Quebec 177,104 2339 Pee 
Nova Scotia 26, 354 291 beak 
New Brunswick 17,065 Lek24 625 
Manitoba Peep Dy, Jn (Outed Wana | 
Saskatchewan AGNI 33 1, 862 3.9 
Alberta Zo,.b0'S bo2o3 as 2, 
British Columbia Po o2l it 5O Li. 


From thesc statistics the Bulletin reached. its usual 
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conclusions;°8 men were being conscripted from the provinces which 
had provided most of the volunteers and men were not being secured 
in as large numbers as under volunteer enlistment. °9 The Bulletin 
also concluded that’conscription as an inspiration to voluntary enlist- 
ment was a complete failure. It had noted in a series of editorials that 
enlistments had dropped since the announcement of conscription and 
quoted figures to prove its point. 60 The Bulletin was also quick to 
point out time and time again that, ''If the hundred and thirty thousand 
men in. France stoed in sucm Urgent need. olreinforcements in May last 
that it was necessary to rush a conscription measure through parlia- 
ment, '" why did it take until January 14, 1918 to put "10,000 men in 
Khaki?! The Bulletin'’s view of the Military Service Act was clear 
as it explained on January 26: 
Compulsory military service under proper con- 

ditions, is the living expression of a democracy in 

arms. But the present conscription law, as passed 

and enforced is an expression of militarist tyranny-- 

and is in the same class as the election law upon which 

the Ore a depends for its indefinite continuation 

in power. 2 
The Bulletin also elaborated on the merits of the government. 

No other Government in the worlds history ever 
so successfully exploited the sacrifices of the nation 
for the political and financial profit of themselves and 


friends as did the CENA A Bolsheviki through their 
bogus conscription. 3 


58These statistics are open to question. While most of 
the totals are within a reasonable margin of those eligible (in Class 1 
only), Quebec is aboue@ G0;000 oo "high,; See CrYA.R., 1918, p. 475. 
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On January 31 the Calgary Herald carried an article 
which predicted that the government would call out young men as cee 
eee the age of twenty. This prediction came from military offi- 
cers at Winnipeg. The Herald did not comment editorially but noted 
that about sixty thousand men reached the age of twenty every year in 
Canada. 64 On February 13, the Edmonton Journal reported that over 
thirty thousand draftees had been raised and predicted that other 
classes would be called. © 

On February 19 the Calgary Herald reported that a 
treaty had been signed by Canada and the United States which would aid 
in their efforts to fully utilize their manpower under the terms of their 
respective laws. 66 This treaty was signed following the completion of 
a similar treaty between Great Britain and the United States. Under 
the provisions of the treaties, the United States was permitted to draft 
British subjects in the United States who were between the ages of 
twenty and forty-five while Great Britain and Canada auld draft Amer- 
ican citizens betwcen the ages of twenty-one and thirty-one. The 
Alberta press welcomed this measure as it was thought that it would 
help to catch Canadian defaulters who had crossed the border to escape 
the Military Service Act. An estimated thirty thousand eligible men 
would be affected by the treaty with about seventeen hundred Americans 


67 


in Alberta subject to its terms. 
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Another point debated in the Alberta press had its 
beginnings in the election campaign of 1917. In that campaign General 
Mewburn, on ee of the government, had stated that farmers would 
not be drafted. The Bulletin pointed out on January 4 that it was not 
''within the power of the Minister of Militia to abrogate the provisions 
of the Military Service Act''®8 and Asciele the exemptions he had spoken 
of could not be granted until after the men had been called up. While 
the Bulletin objected to Mewburn's statements, his right to grant such 
exemptions had been clarified by an Order in Council on December 3l, 
1917 which stated that ''in any case where a person engaged in agricul- 
ture has applied for exemption and been refused, the Minister of Mili- 
tia may, by order under his hand, discharge such person from Military 
Service. ''69 The Bulletin’ then objected to the fact that it was left to 
the discretion of the Minister whether any particular farmer was 
exempted or not. ''That situation is neither fair to the farmer nor 
desirable on general grounds, "70 declared the an which had 
wanted the basis for exemption of farmers clearly stated in the Military 
Service Act or + an Order in Council. It did not view the power of 
decision being given to the Minister of Militia as a check upon the 
abuses of the Act. ''If farmers are not exempt because they are 
farmers, what justification is there,'' asked the Bulletin, ''for empow- 
ering a Minister to exempt a certain individual on the ground that he is 


oul 


a farmer 


68 ibid. pelonwat 4, 1OLS spi; Januany f, 1918, -p.q 4. 
69. 
ee cy 1918, p. 464. 
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Bulletin (2cmonton),. January 21; 1918, p.\.7. en 
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The exemption of farmers was of continual interest to 


the Alberta press during the spring and summer of 1918. The Leth- 


bridge Herald suggested that there should be an maida appointed 
from sich district to look after the exemption of farmers as this would 
prevent abuses of the exemption privilege and would ensure that labour 
was properly aver iwaveds 72 The Edmonton Journal agreed that those 


t 


who were seeking agricultural exemptions ''should be watched care- 


fully. Ge ihe Journal reterred toa letter from Henry Wise Wood, 
President of the United Farmers of Alberta, in which Wood commented 


on his sons' exemptions. Wood stated that because of their exemption 


there was a ''special duty resting on them to produce to the limit of 


their ability those things which will contribute most to the cause which 
our soldiers are fighting. nt | 
On February 8, 1918 the Calgary Albertan announced 
that an Order in Council had been issued by the militia department 
_which would facilitate the release of men who had been drafted anaes 
the Military Service Act to the detriment of agricultural production. 15 
On riehetary 15, 1918 an Ottawa release published in the Bulletin 
announced that farm labour uarAse be conscripted under the Military 


Service Act. Instead a registration of manpower would be attempted. © 


The Canada Food Board announced that it’ was preparing plans for the 
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Bulletin (Edmonton), February 15, 1918, p. 1. 
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mobilization of labour for spring seeding operations. This plan would 
involve registering all persons over sixteen years of age, reported 
the Calgary Herald. uf 

Organized labour wasted no time in recording its objec- 
tion to the government's latest plan but withheld its official disapproval 
until further facts were eiasen On February 16 the Albertan reported 
that the government had indeed decided on compulsory degitebtaticin | 
The Albertan approved of this action and noted that the government had 
decided against actual conscription of labour not because of the prin- 
ciple involved, but because it was not practicable. '"'Farmers in 
Alberta are suspicious that a man conscripted to labour may not be 


worth his board, 178 


suggested the Albertan. 

The government was very concerned about agricultural 
production and indicated its concern when it announced that "in all bona 
fide cases where the young man intended to work this year ona farm 
the exemption had been granted. 179 The government also put an end to 
the rumours which the Alberta press had carried concerning the con- 
scription of enemy alien labour. 80 Premier Borden also assured 
naturalized subjects from alien countries that the Sec atnwiont had no 
intention of depriving them of their property. 81 The Albertan found 


; : ; ie yee 
this reassuring as it was Borden's government which ''dispossessed 
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these people of their votes. 182 

On February 21 the government's announcement of the 
organization of Soldiers of the Soil, which was intended to organize 
twenty-five thousand school boys for work on the farms, was welcomed 
in the Alberta press. 83 oth particular that section of the Alberta press 
which supported the government was pleased with the government's 
actions with re spect vor the @xemptionoriarmersy “Phe wWvethbridge: Her- 
ald observed on February 27 that although the majority of exemptions 
to date had been given to Baintdies! they would have to report to district 
registrars in May and in November to prove that they were bona fide 


farmers. 84 


For a few wecks it appeared that the ioenelwas settled. 
The first indication of a reassessment by the Alberta press was con- 
tained in an article in the fain uth Bulletin on April 12. The Bulletin 
announced that all farmers who were exempted would have to report 
and show what they had done to deserve exemptions. 85 On the follow - 
ing day the Beiter reported a rumour that all Adar idee would be 
eliminated for class one8® and on April 15 and 16 the Alberta press 
carried the shocking news that all exemptions were indeed cancelled. 87 
Sani peta (Calgary), February 21, 1918, soled 


2? ahi Deen Mudrronton); Penruary 2257 19 Po," po. 4~ Alber 
tan (Galeary); Februarys2cearols, p. Je 

Se ePenEy Beoruaty 21, 191.9, p.) 4: 
Ba tee Paar 2, VOLS, pt) 1. 
Seinid., April 13, 1918,.p. 1. 


87 
Calgary Herald, April lo, 1918, p: 1;, Medicine Hat 
News, April.17,° [OUe)Rp. Oe 
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~On April 17 the Bulletin outlined the principal. changes under the new 
Order in Council. It called out all unmarried men and widowers with- 
out children between the ages of twenty and twenty-three. All nineteen- 
year old males were to register without delay and all young men as 
they. reached.the age of, nineteen. came,under; the Military, Service Act. 
it eh eeags call out, under treaty, eee of. foreign countries resi- 
dent in Canada for service in the same manner as British subjects. 88 

On April 19 Sir Robert Borden moved a resolution which 
asked Parliament to sanction the Order in Council referred to above. 8? 
Parliament was asked to give the Governor in Council authority to call 
out the men of any age in any class and to abolish all exemptions in any 
case. In effect, the Order in Council removed all exemptions with one 
exception. The Minister of Militia was given authority to grant exemp- 
tions to men who had relatives at the front. Even men who had obtained 
exemptions in England and returned home were recalled, providing they 
were physically fit. The drastic action was taken because. of the seri- 
ousness of the situation on the western battlefields. ?9 Premier Borden 
admitted that the regulations would involve some hardship on the part 
of individuals bee insisted that it was absolutely necessary. 91 

Laurer objected to the Order in, Council, claiming that 
it was a wide departure from the Military BerC ine Act and also criti- 


cized the failure of the Act in Quebec. Other Liberals were much more 
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specific in their objections. An amendment to exempt farmers was 
moved and defeated as was another amendment which would have 
delayed the implementation of the Order in Council. The Premier's 
motion was passed 114 to 65 votes. 92 Needless to say this Order in 
Council necessitated other changes in the calling of men to the colours 
as the grounds for exemption were now extremely limited. Reaction 
to the limitation of exemptions, however, was not as constrained. 
In Alberta, the press generally supported Borden's move. 
The withdrawal of Russia from the war and the transfer of German 
troops to the western front had triggered considerable discussion as to 
where the anticipated German offensive would occur in the spring of 
1918. Many papers concluded that it would be at Ypres, where the 
Canadians were now holding the line. 93 This spring offensive had 
precipitated Borden's decision that the provision of further men for 
the allied forces was absolutely necessary. This action had been urged 
by Lloyd George in a telegram to the Governor-General on April 1. 
As already announced, we propose to ask Par- 

liament to authorize immediate measures for raising 

fresh.forces, ;L would also. urge the Government rof 

Canada to reinforce its heroic troops in the fullest 

possible manner, and with the smallest possible delay. 

et no one think*that what even the remotest of our 

Dominions can now do can be too late. Before this 

campaign is finished, the last man may count. 


The Canadian government also faced the problem of Que- 


bec's enormous number of applications for cxemption and the large 


%Ihid., p. 461. 


93th actual fact the Canadians were located in the Lens- 
Mericourt sector, south of Ypres and outside the area of the German 


attack. 


4 
C.A.R., 1918, p. 460. 
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numbers granted by local tribunals. On April 5, Premier Borden 
stated that ''in many parts of that Province (Quebec) exemptions were . 
granted almost wholesale by the tribunals.'"'9° The number of appeals 
by military authorities of the decisions of these local boards would 
tend to support the Premier's charges. At the end of February, 
twenty -two thousand draftees from all over Canada were in uniform. 
Of these only two thousand were from Quebec. 96 

When exemptions were not granted, many young men in 
Quebec simply failed to report and attempts to arrest these defaulters 
resulted in riots in Quebec City beginning on March 28. Rioters _ 
destroyed many of ine files of the Deputy Registrar of the Military 
Service Act and wrecked the offices of the Quebec Chronicle. OM When 
the mayor failed to ask for the Pesto of the riot act, the Minister of 
Militia was forced to take this action. The military action involved 
approximately 1,800 men under Major-General F. L. Lessard and was 
subsequently legalized by an Order in Council on April 4; this allowed 
the Governor General in Council to declare martial law anywhere in 
Canada. The worst incident in Quebec occurred on April 1 when firing 
broke out ieee the troops and the rioters. Five soldiers were 
wounded and four rioters killed. The verdict of the coroner's jury may 
be used to indicate the respect which some residents held for the Mili- 
tary Service Act. In-all four cases identical wording was used. The 
victim ''was killed by a bullet fired from a rifle by the soldiers of His 
Majesty's forces while performing the duty of repressing a riot. 198 In 


the opinion of the jury, 
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' the persons killed on that occasion were innocent 
of participation in the said riot, which owed its origin 
to the tactless and grossly unwise fashion in which the 
Féderal police in charge of the Military Service Act 
did their work, it should be the duty of the Government 
to reasonably indemnify the families of the victims who 
have been found innocent and unarmed and to pay indem- 
nities to all who suffered damages from that riot. 

One might inquire what these citizens were doing stroll- 
ing at night in the midst of a large mob in a city under military law and 
despite the notices posted throughout the city requiring citizens to 
remain at home. 

The serious situation in Quebec received front page 
coverage in the Alberta press as well as editorial comment, calling 
upon the government to enforce the law generally and the Military Ser- 
vice Act in particular. The Calgary Herald suggested that the Union 
government should see that the Act was strictly enforced in Quebec, 
"not in time but now, mee while the Lethbridge Herald suggested that 
the fate of the Union government rested upon how Sir Robert Borden 
and his Cabinet handled the Quebec problem. 101 The Albertan 
declared that the ''government must take active steps to protect its 
rights and to carry out the will of the people. "102 Both the Calgary 
Albertan and the Calgary Herald welcomed the announcement that the 
rioters who were eligible for service were to be called immediately. 


The Albertan, in its approval, suggested that if the Quebec rioters 


were not afraid of Canadian infantry then they would not "be afraid of 
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Germans. 1103 At the same time the Herald noted that there were four 
men killed and others wounded in the first clash between ''Sir Wilfrid 


nl04 and the authorities over the Mili- 


Laurier's constituents in Quebec 
tary Service Act. Laurier's silence, charged ‘ps Herald, has been 
regarded ie evidence of consent'' by his constituents. ''The result of 
that leadership is a casualty list of dead and wounded. Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier should hang his head in shame. wlOS 

ithe parpienten Bulletin denied these charges and noted 
that. “Gol. Currie, Unionist M.P. for North Simcoe! had another view. 
''He thinks that Bourassa and Le Devoir have a large part of the 
responsibility, "106 fe this statement the Bulletin was attempting to 
place the blame on the government as the Bulletin had never accepted 
Bourassa's support of Laurier in Quebec. 

The announcement of martial law and amendments to 
the Military Service Act to enforce conscription were welcomed in the 
Alberta press. When the piste of the previous two weeks had been 
passed into law on April 16, the cancellation of exemptions wae sup- 
ported in the Alberta press with the exception of the Bulletin which 
objected to the cancellation of agricultural exemptions. Indeed it was 
the cancellation of cxemptions for men engaged in agriculture w hich 


caused a considerable discussion in the Alberta press. Supporters of 


the government's move, such as the Calgary Albertan, lauded the 


'9%thid., April 3, 1918, p. 6. 
104 Calgary Herald, April 3, 1918, p. 6. !95rbia. 
106 


Bulletin (ape 9.1918, p07. 
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Dominion Parliament for the quick passage of the changes. 107 A new 
registration of manpower was prcdicted for June and the Edmonton 
Bulletin predicted on April 24 that the new draft would be called to the 
colours in the carly part of next week. 108 The Bulletin regarded the 
cancellation of exemptions as an admission of failure on the part of the 
Borden government's conscription policy. 
Sir Robert Borden on Friday frankly told Par- 

liament that the Military Service Act had done pre- 

cisely what its critics said it would do, given exemp- 

tions where it was not deserved, and promoted race 

feeling and riots but failed to secure the needed rein- 

forcements for the fighting line. If he had listened to 

reason last summer the Canadian army overseas would 

be fifty thousand stronger and it would not be necessary 

now to knock food production now by calling out farm-. 

ers and farm hands in the middle of the spring pce ne 

operations. 109 

The situation with respect to exemptions was examined 

by the Calgary Albertan on Are 110 Based on an Ottawa report of 
the previous day, the Albertan reviewed the effect of exemptions on the 
operation of the Military Service Act. The Albertan reported that 
118,722 exemptions were granted on the basis of being medically unfit 
and 200, 881 for other reasons. There were 34,751 appeals of the 
decisions by the applicants and 45, 961 by the ‘authorities’ “Of the 
appeals by applicants, 20,705 were granted exemption while 11, 462 
were refused exemption. Including military appeals, exemptions 


claimed throughout Canada totalled 373, 184 of which 254, 412 had been 


found to be medically unfit or had not yet been examined. In the same 
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article, the Albertan pointed out that only 2, 350 men had been secured 
from Quebec, while the Military Service Act had brought forth 3,199 


draftees from Alberta. Tit 


"This scheme should get everybody, nll2 announced the 
Calgary Herald in reference to the national registration scheme and the 
- new regulations for the enforcement of the Military Service Act. 
Editorially, the Herald defended the sons of southern Alberta ranchers 
as they were domehiat to the stockmen for the operation of the ranches. 
The Herald suggested that these men pe» cdetatled for agricultural duty 
without military pay" if it was clear that they could serve the war cause 
better at home than in the military. 

On August 26 the Herald reported the farmers' protests 
to the new order. The farmers insisted that ire taking of all men in 
the twenty to twenty-two age group would severely injure agricultural 
production. A deputation a farmers received very ''little comforting 
assurance!'!!4 from General Ma eae although he promised to con- 
sider their Bae On April 27 the Alberta dailies reported Borden's 
statements fous New York.!!° The Premier insisted that every able- 
bodied man would be Sea At the. same time reports of the need 
for men at'the front were being Carried in the press. ibe 
The Calgary Herald reported the continuing objections of 
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the farmers of Ontario and New Brunswick to the cancellation of 
exemptions! 17 while the Albertan quoted N. W. Rowell who insisted 
that the ''government is going to go ahead with its manpower proposals 
no matter what opposition may develop. "118 This was indeed strong 
language as he was speaking to a mcecting Sf farmers opposed to 
exemptions at the time. On May 1, 1918 a committee urged the ''Gov- 
ernment to keep agriculture well manned''!19 and it was speculated that 
farmers might not be called A SL ar on May 4 the Albertan 
carried Borden's declaration to farmers that the need for men is more 
important than the need for production! 29 and on May 6 the Albertan 
supported the Premicr in an editorial: | 

Sir Robert Borden, with considerable courage, 

told the farmers of Eastern Canada that a certain num- 
ber of young Canadians were more needed overseas 
than even in. production. The Albertan is inclined to 
belive ve hisystatemem 1sncorrect. bHe.is ind position 
to know. 

The Albertan maintained that the farms would not be 
depleted and suggested that this was ''no Poe to interpose petty objec- 
tions most of which are made to embarrass the government. nl22 th 
fact, the Albertan critica sed: the ppeection for ''too much hostility" and ~ 


suggested that the election was over and that there was ''more need of 


co-operation now than at any preceding time. 1123 The Albertan was 
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particularly upset with the Liberal Monthly which continued to criticise 
the Borden government. This criticism, suggested the Albertan, 
served no useful purpose and the magazine ''should go back to the policy 
which it and its promoters adopted at the beginning of the war. nl24 

The Edmonton Bulletin also continued its criticism of 
the government's policy in an editorial of May 8 entitled ''Conscripting 


the Farmer. nl25 


"Either the campaign for food production and food 
thrift was a farce, '' declared the Bulletin, ''or the conscription of 
farmers is a tragedy" not only ''to the men conscripted of course; but 
far more to the world. "126 
The Bulletin was quick to report that the western farm- 
ers would not organise a protest on the draft, a position announced by 
H. H. Higgenbottom, Secretary of the United Farmers of Alberta, and 
criticised Ontario farmers for their pro-conscription stand. 127 "Con- 
scription in Ontario accompanied by exemption in Quebec is apparently 
not recognized'' among eastern farmers ''as the way to win the war or 
preserve the strength of the country, 1128 declared the Bulletin. Front 
page articles in the tents press reported the growing numbers of 
Ontario farmers who were pouring into Ottawa to protest the cancella- 
tion of exemptions. 129 


On May 15 the Alberta press carried Borden's answer 


to these protests. Borden lauded the farmers for their loyalty but 


124 
Ibid. ~? Bulletin, May 8. 1918, p..9. 
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insisted that they had ''done no better than any other class. N130 th 


rejecting their petitions the Premier stated that "if farmers were 


exempted altogether, exemptions would have to be granted men engaged 


nl3l 


in other essential occupations. Among the Alberta daily press the 


Edmonton Bulletin was most critical of Borden's actions. 


There is no way in which any certain number of 
men efficient in farm work can.do as much to save the 
allied cause as by putting seed in the ground on western 
farms this spring. -)lhe'food of the allies for this and 
succeeding years of war must come from the prairie 
regions of Canada and the United States or it cannot be 
secured iat_all.1.F on months, past-the government thas 
assured the country in the most solemn manner that to 
maintain the food supply was a paramount necessity. 
What the Canadian government said was reinforced by 
the equally solemn assertions of the authorities of the 
United States and Great Britain. What they said, and 
all they said in the subject, was true beyond question. 
And still the order is issued to conscript wholesale and 
without exemption of any kind, not only the men from 19 
to. 25 but allimen-irom 19-to’' 35 who’are unmarried and 
who by reduced standards can be classed as physically 
Tate 


The following day the Bulletin commented on reports 
that workers at the Davis ship building company at Quebec were to be 
exempted. Evidently the Davis ship building company of Quebec "has 
a bigger pull with the Union government than have the United Farmers 
of Alberta."'133 The position of the United Farmers of Alberta had 
been one of support for Borden in this matter although protest meetings 


were reported at New Norway andLeduc aneMa yal 5s 134 The nee tinge 
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at Leduc was adjourned without making the intended protest and the 
vice-president of the U. F. A. declared that the majority of farmers 
would support the government action. 135 The Albertan referred to 
tier nave aACtlON. aon 


wise and courageous. The people of Apert. 
we believe, approve of the decision of the U.F.A. and 
are proud of the courage and the statesmanship of the 
executive which. took such a decision in such a con- 
vincing and decisive manner. !3 


ihe contrast between the loyalty of the western farmer 
and the protesting of the eastern farmer was a favorite theme of the 
Biberta press. -Lire Westermaarimer isa ‘Statesinan and a-patriot, 


declared the Albertan. ‘''Never again will the eastern manufacturer 


dare to point the finger of suspicion at*the western plains and yell ‘dis - 
loyalty at our people. "137 The Edmonton Bulletin also pointed to a 
distinction between the Ontario farmers and the Alberta farmers. 


Ontario farmers base their protests against the 
new conscription order in council on the fact that farm- 
ers were promised exemption when Sir Robert Borden 
needed their votes: 

Alberta farmers base their objection to the same 
order in council.on the fact that it hampers food praoduc- 
tion at a time when the food supply is less assured than 
the it scab of menifor the aati lane; 


Alberta fiers | ae Hot boleading to be paid far 
their votes as per agreement... hey were asking to be 


allowed to serve where thcy can serve most effectively. 138 


The cancellation of exemptions by the government soon 


135 
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led to rumours of other government actions being undertaken to sup- 
port the war effort. On May 10 the Medicine Hat News reported that 
aliens were being called up in Ontario, supposedly to be trained and 
placed in noncombat positions. 139 Borden denied this ina speech 
delivered an Vacteria, gh ritishbaColumbialon May 23.2 1918... -eIn announc- 
ing that enemy aliens would not be conscripted Borden stated that the 
major reason for not doing so was the possibility of provoking repris- 
als by ree states. 49 Some veterans groups demanded that aliens 
be deprived ot their land andstheir.vote. The veterans also expressed 
concern over reports from New York which stated that large numbers 
of Casa as draft dodgers were hiding in the Maine woods. 141 Other 
reports claimed that a number of young men at Ottawa were avoiding 
conscription... Ihe: veterans:;asked the government tovinve stigate these 
BeODOTLS.. 1 42 
On, June J. nineteen-year-olds were required to report 
and mew, regulations wwequiring evenyoneito.carry. proot of their, exemp- 
tion from military service came into effect.,, The Bulletin advised its 
readers to carry proof of exemption on their person as they could be 


asked for it at any time. 143 The matter of exemptions for farmers 


was to be a constant theme of Bulletin editorials during June. On 
June 3 the Bulletin continued to insist that the farms were “the last 
139 
News; uMayalO, 19.185) pe 4. 
140 
Bulletin (Edmonton), May 24, 1918, p. 1. 
141 


Albertans Galoany), May,l4, 1918, p.. 1. 


42 
Bulletin edmonton), May, 14. 1918. +p, 1. 
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place conscription should be applied. n144 The following day a Bulletin 
editorial reported that despite Borden's announcement, ''Reviewing 
tribunals" had ''during the past week been giving recognition to the need 


of food production" and were ''exempting farmers freely on that 


account. ''!45 On June 8 the Calgary Herald reported part of the pro- 
ceedings ofan Ontario farm convention held in Toronto. The declara- 


"sons shall not gol! 46 elicited a roar of 


tion of one delegate that his 
approval from the delegates. On June 11 the Herald admitted that while 
it was the extremists who shouted the loudest, the final outcome of the 
convention eliminated this position. 147 
The Alberta press continued its daily consideration of 
the position of the farmers. The Bulletin noted that many farmers had 


"expenditures to increase production in view of the exemp- 


made large 
tion promises made by the Government, 1148 \hile the Albertan 

referred to the fact that Great Britain was calling men from the farms 
and the munitions factories and sending them to the front. ''That is 
some indication of how much the men are needed in the front ranks, nl49 


declared the Albertan. On June 14 the Bulletin, in a front page article, 


déeclared*that under the British manpower bill farmers were not 


144. 
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called. 159 While most of the Alberta press did not pause to argue the 
point, the Albertan objected to this argument of the Bulletin and quoted 
London papers to show that British farmers were not exempt. 
What a shocking offence it is for Canadian news- 
papers in the light of these facts regarding the situation 
in the old land to devote column after column of their 
space to telling the Canadian farmer how much worse 
he has been treatcd than the British farmer. Nowhere 
in the Dominion is the offence so glaring as in the case 
of the Edmonton paper, which went so far to say that 
"the ionglish farmer is exempt while the, Canadian 
farmers iconseripteds™ 
Nevertheless the matter of excmptions was crucial. 
While the Calgary Herald suggested that the government would ''in some 
way provide the necessary labour for the work, n152 the United Farmers 
of Alberta were beginning to question the government's policy and 
described the situation as "serious. '"!°% The Bulletin noted that the 
Grain Growers Guide was concerned that ''the forces that prey upon the 
farmers are steadily organizing and becoming more powerful month by 
month, ''}94 NOpvrousiv. "suggested the Bulletin, /if the farmers are 
to 'rally' on their own behalf they will have to do it under other leaders 
than those who have gone into political partnership with the opposing 
interests, "19° 
While the Calgary Herald was announcing that there was 


! 


"no need for 9 yéar old men'to' be calledMimmediatély, " it also 


LO Bullet meamionton). Muhe 14) R018, pl J. 
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Hewald, June 1d, 1918, p. 6. 
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published an article announcing the ''calling up of the 49, 50 and) 51 
year old class" in Britain in order to meet the "urgent need of man- 
power. 156 

Reports of farmers being granted exemptions appeared 
in the Alberta press beginning on Monday, June 17. The Edmonton 
Bulletin carried an Ottawa dispatch of June 18 which suggested that the 
call of 19 year olds would not be issued immediately and that the gov- 


ey 


ernment might wait until the harvest was over. It appeared that 
the crisis for immediate manpowcr was over. The number of farmers 
who were receiving exemptions to November 1 tended eo support this 
view. Meanwhile, all men and women sixteen years and over were 
required. to, wegister son, June 2c: 158 The Bulletin suggested that there 
was not enough time allowed between the announcement and the regis- 
tration for rural residents to be informed of the requirement and com- 
plained that no information had been given ''as to the location of regis- 
trars, 1199 
While the dailies were again concentrating on the issue 
of conscription and exemptions, the reaction of the Alberta weeklies 
elicited the following comment from the Calgary Albertan. 
The Alberta weeklies have but little to say 
about the conscription order in council, of which much 
is said inthis city. The Claresholm Advertiser 


Review criticizes the action of Ontario farmers in an 
adverse manner, anda correspondent in the Wetaskiwin 
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Times censures the directors of the U.F.A. Other 
weekly newspapers have nothing to say, which is 
some indication that the feeling against conscription 
is not as strong as some would have us believe. 1 


_ The issue of exemptions was far from settled and the 
ruling by the Alberta Supreme Court that the Order in Council calling 


up all classes and cancelling exemptions was illegal did much to stim- 


161 


! 


ulate further discussion. This ruling resulted from an 'applica- 


tom Ol na Dia Dennella A. Ge, acting, Lor Norman fart wewrs, 10r an 
order declaring that the latter, as a draftee under the Military Ser- 
Vice, Act, nl62 was being illegally held by local military authorities. 
The appeal was granted and by a majority decision, the Order in Coun- 
cil was declared invalid. Mr. Justice Beck; in summation, argued 
that there was no power under the War Measures Act for issuing such 
am Order.in Council... He declared that it was; 


an astounding proposition that Parliament after 
spending many weeks in discussion of the Military 
Service Act which, perhaps more than any other Bill, 
had been the subject of antagonism, both within and 
without Parliament, should leave it open to the 
Governor-in-Council to revoke this Act in whole, or 
even in part. 


Two othersjustices cancurred>—In his judgement, “Mr. 


Jastice C.. A. Stuart maintained that-Parliament had never intended 


to grant the Government power to ovcrride and repeal its own acts!'164 


and Mr.,Justice J; DD, Hyndimansobservedithate menrbholding exemption 
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certificates granted by lawfully-constituted tribunals are, by statute 
exempt from service.'! Therefore it was ''a right derived by statute 
and, in my opinion, can only be taken away be statute. 1165 The only 
supporter of the government's action was Chief Justice Horace Harvey. 
Nevertheless, the majority decision was critical as the whole policy of 
passing Orders in Council to meet emergencies while Parliament was 
not in session was under attack. The Canadian Annual Review for 1918 
observed that 40,000 men had been conscripted under this Order in 
Council and noted that these might be sent overseas while the Lewis 
case was under appeal. 166 The*Review,; in ret erring to thet hdmonton 
Bulletin as a determined opponent of all conscription or compulsion, 
quoted a Bulletin editorial of July Yr} 


Last week they railroaded 1,500 men out of 
Calgary for Overseas most of whom had held exemp- 
tion papers such as that held by young Lewis. Their 
exemption papers had been taken from them and the 
exemption cancelled. Of the two or three thousand 
men still in Calgary the larger number held exemp- 
tions. These men may be shipped Overseas in defi- 
ance of the law as laid down by the Alberta Supreme 
Court while the Lewis case is under appeal. : 


The Review balanced the Bulletin report with the follow- 
ing comment from the Ottawa Journal. 


To the ordinary layman not versed in the law, 
the decision of the Alberta Supreme Court would seem 
to ignore two very vital factors: (1) that the Governor- 
in-Council acted under the authority of the War Meas- 
ures Act, an Act which specifically vested almost 
unlimited powers with the Cabinet to deal with just such 
emergent conditions as those the order in council in 
question was designed to meet; and (2) that in the Mili- 
tary Service Act there was a clause which provided 
that nothing in the Act should interfere with or detract 
from the powers vested in the Governor -in-Council 
under the War Measures Act. | 
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Although the Minister of Justice asked for an emergency 
session of the Supreme Court of Canada, a decision was not reached by 
that body until the twentieth of July. In the interval the government 
was determined to proceed with the enforcement of the Act. On July 5 
it passed an Order in Council which stated, ''notwithstanding the said 
judgement,"' referring to the Alberta case, ''and notwithstanding any 


tt 1169 


judgement or any Order that may be made by any Cour instruc - 
tions were to be sent to-the officers commanding olla districts in 
Canada ordering them to enioree theiAct: ) This did little to clarify the 
situation as the Whiserr 2a Court launched Lnbeae Corpus proceedings on 
behalf of a soldier named Norton. It ordered Colonel Moore to appear 
and a warrant was issued for his arrest. The Minister of Militia sug- 


w 


fested that all judicial proceedings ''should be stayed pending the hear- 
ing"170 py the Supreme Court and their decision. As the Supreme 
Court met in Ottawa, the situation in Alberta was reported as tense 
with the Alberta Court ordering the release of Norton and others held 
under the Act and with the military refusing to release the men. 
Armed re di Seat was used to prevent civil authorities from arresting 
Colonel Moore. 

| On July 18 the hearing of a test case involving Private 
G. E. Grey of Nipissing began in the Supreme Court. 171 tt was stated 
that no appeal from the Alberta case would be heard but that this test 
case would be used as an example for the hundreds of Habeas Corpus 


proceedings which were being held up pending this decision. On 


July 20 the Orders in Council were declared valid by a four to two 
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decision. !?4 The Bulletin was quick to comment on the decision in 
the Grey case. The Bulletin agreed with Mr. Justice Iddington in his 
minority decision. Mr. Justice Iddington held that it "is a fundamental 
principle of our form and method of government that parliament cannot 
legislate the repeal of its own statutes by any other than its own 
act. "173 The "majority of the court take on opposite view, '' declared 
the Bulletin, "namely that parliament could and did by the War Meas- 
ures Act of 1914 legislate away the right of self-government in 
Canadafila4 

Other Alberta papers, including the Calgary Albertan, 
welcomed the Supreme Court decision. 175 Registration had slowed 
somewhat pending the outcome of the Supreme Court's decision. As 
oiJune Zl, fifty -five thousand two hundred eighty-one men were reg- 
Estered under the Act. Oz’ these, 9,910 peg from Montreal with 2, 848 
from Quebec (City. 176 On July 12) erolsethe Gate st Herald declared 
that 82,758 men had already been enrolled under the Military Service 
Act and announced that 30, 747 were still available. 177 The method of 
arriving at totals was somewhat interesting. The Herald used the 
following method of computing the number of men raised under the 


Military Service Act. 178 


172 
Ibid., p. 471 


v0) 
Bulletin (Edmonton), July .23,-1918,—p. 7. 


174 
(bie een July 20) 1018) pel: 
176 
C.A.R., 1918, p. 464. 
177 178 
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Voluntary enlistments (joined in advance 


On cai.) Wiis 169 
Men called and enrolled » 502.59 
Defaulters (registered) enrolled 1,799 
Defaulters (not registered) enrolled £9 Bd 
Total of Class 1 actually placed on duty S2iK's 
Men waiting to report 7,245 
Not yet ordered to report a3, J0Z 
Total available 30; 747 

. Also defaulters 2c, 140 
On leave without pay 11,276 
Also available 33,416 


The defaulters were usually blamed on Quebec by the 


papers in English Canada. 179 ‘The Bulletin asked: 


How did the French Canadian actions differ 


from those of Ontario? 


Ontario was short of her fair 


proportions of enlistments under voluntary service-- 
veryifar short*of'the record of Alberta‘or British 


Columbia. 


Thousands of young men left Ontario to 


escape military service--probably as many or more 


than left Quebec. 


The enforcement of the Military Service Act continued 


English language press. The Edmonton Bulletin reacted to an article 


Z0il 


from the Orange Sentinel, one of the most vehement of the anti-Quebec 


to be of interest to the Alberta press wherein it was often discussed in 


terms of loyalty to the government or the failure of the government to 


recognize the problems of the farmers. 
declared that ''most farmers are sensible 


were loyal supporters of the government. 


that: it was a “sme 


Lig 
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Bulletin, -Aweust G7 1916; ip. 7. 
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Albertan (Calgary), July 23, 1918, p. 3. 


Ibid. 


On July 23 the Albertan 
and insisted that most 


The Albertan maintained 


Ibid. 


who objected to conscription 
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of their sons. On August 10 the front page of the Bulletin carried an 
Ottawa report of the previous day which announced that harvest leave 
was to be granted to men who had worked on farms before being 
called, 183 In the same issue the Bulletin quoted the Honourable Mr. 
Crothers, the Minister of Labour, who was ''reported to have said at 
Vancouver that tens of thousands of men in Canada have been exempted 
from military service because they are engaged in essential occupa- 
tions.'' ''Who are these tens of thousands?'' asked the Bulletin. ''Con- 
scription that only conscripts the man who is engaged in an industry 
that has no pull with the Government is not a  ORSeR ati Gh with which 
to win the war. 184 

Meanwhile, te hee factors iniluvenced recruiting, Tne 
Canada-United States wid SHRAE Caine Into 10re e,Om vuln oUg OLS. 185 
It affected British citizens in the 20-44 age group in the United States 
and American citizens in the 18-45 age group in Canada. This conven- 
tion gave these people three choices. They could enlist in the forces 
of their own country, enroll inthe forces of their resident country or 
claim diplomatic exemption. Failing this, they would automatically 
. become subject to ans laws.of their country of residence. 186 

In Canada 32,072 United States citizens registered. 
None were conscripted. In the United States 46,000 British recruits 


were obtained and approximately two-thirds of these joined the 


c.E.F.187 While this agreement helped to put an end to defaulters 


Le amulletin (Edmonton); August 10, 1923) p..-1. 
Maid ee | GA, 1918) ay 1476. 
186 187 


Ibid. Ibid. 
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residing in the other country, another proclamation issued on August 2 
of 1918 gave deserters another chance. It promised those who had 
defaulted under the Military Service Act that they would not be pun- 
ished if they reported for duty before August 24. 188 The Canadian 
Annual Review estimated that ten thousand men took advantage of this 
opportunity. 189 All Alberta papers carried this proclamation and even 
the, Bulletin encouraged its readers to accept the generous terms of the 
measure. 

Defaulters under the Military Service Act still 
have a week in which to report, under promise that 
they will not be punished for failing to comply earlier 
with the requirements. It is probably useless for a 
newspaper to try to advise men who have deliberately 
decided to evade the law. If any delinquents who may 
be amenable to advice read this paragraph, its purpose 
is to urge them to report without delay. Law is Law. 190 

On August 20 the Calgary Herald revised its earlier 

estimates of the success of the Military Service Act. An Order in 
Council issued by the Justice Department defined what groups consti- 
tuted reinforcements under the Military Service Act. Since volunteers 
and men on leave without pay were not to be counted, the Herald sug- 
gested that approximately 60,000 men had been raised under the Act.!91 
These figures were comparable to those accepted by the Edmonton 


Bulletin. !7@ On August 23 the Bulletin reacted to a report carried by 


the Winnipeg, Free Press. .It.stated that Sir Robert Borden had 


188 189 


Ebidy Waal! 47ou7 an Ibid., p. 474. 
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Bulletipsiicdmonton),.Aucust 17, 0918, p. 9. 
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reported that ''in the recent offensive every battalion was able to go 
into action over-strength'' with ''ample reserves" and suggested that 
the above had ''come about as the result of drafting 58,000 men and 

the voluntary enlistment of 19,000 more men, making a total of 77, 000 
men in the last year and a quarter. "193 The Bulletin questioned Sir 
Robert Borden's claim that the rate of reinforcements in May, a year 
prior, had been tivghisheiehiw 


Voluntary enlistment at that time was providing 
men at the rate of from six to eight thousand per month. 
In the fifteen months which have elapsed, voluntary 
enlistment at the same rate would have provided from 
90,000 to 120,000 men. If 77,000 recruits have been 
sufficient to bring and keep the Canadian division up to 
strength, it is obvious that from 90,000 to 120,000 
voluntary enlisted men would have been more than 
ample for that purpose. Sir Robert's present statement 
abolished utterly the argument upon which he based the 
Military Service Act. That Act was not introduced 
because voluntary enlistment was not providing sufficient 
reinforcements. That fact is proven by the Premier's 
present statement. Conscription was decided upon not 
because it was necessary but because it was thought to 
be good politics. 194 


On August 27 the Bulletin again offered an enlistment 
comparison and then went on to offer further charges of inequities 
under the Act. ''Nearly one-half" of the draftees ''were secured in 
Western Canada,'' declared the Bulletin, even though they ''provided 
volunteer recruits in the earlier years ot the war all out of proportion 
to their population.'' While it is true that the west contained more 
men of military age, ''exemptions were not evenly granted across 
Canada'!!99 resulting in unfair drafting of western Canadians. 


The exempting power was put in the hands of 
local tribunals, governed by local sentiment. Where 
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Ibid. Ibias, Bugust 27, 1915, p. i. 


7 


; 5 A a 
tc.) a 


aT 
_ 


ds enw norlsitsd vs 


arr O0G , Be ghitiesb oe ‘ston 6 th ; vee gmo: | 


‘4 = : : 
a ive ee 
felo? s @iti Nery mom aon ii #0 ve ahaa Eien 
> oy hes res yy ball | 
ft 
sup sis ive sd iT CCS Sadi Dp i ela 
mat fi * } 


7 en 
v 


M oa oar ae paiee to ats hia mists 
‘50h ee 
ine i oraent 
i oe 
bivordy as nit Iesit te tnsertetins yratnaloY | " 
) asaned? tdulrs of div eno ti to S063 orl? 1s nace 
ipepre ,oseas =| svsei isis Ww ecdidifonr asetiit ‘ a 
*7i bai s7G avean binow 47567 STi fe srid #2 tnemdel 9 
yr OOO tH sexs 066 .O8T of f 00008 
ro oigivilh neibsasl Shit g seal bi gnizd 64 Inside Live 
00 .@SI of 000 00 mie+tt Tadd Guorvaes 42, dtgat ri B 
; a fi 4 — =e 
| i Sivow noon bavetine vibint lov 
‘tisdoA Tie Pog: ug t6dy° FHI ol 

sf ASinwW eg Intenitly; iit sas bald ota 
yours 1 264 joA ts IT. ts f = ivtee ytsii <3 

ivB SAPbiIVe iy Jou @aw MmsenMhietinte yred wig 6 
ein “| od3 yd aavor1qg af josh jeans aii poder bere 
nodi Bbsbipab eaw nce ijizo ro a noirsysse inse sc Ld 
tiguods esw di seusoed tod yx seegs: st eew tt seusoed 
| ol soittog Boog 
- ie 7 
teilns bststto aisas aiisilem sry VS aie i . 


wer) 


ipeni to asgisds tedityt 13slio of Ho tasw tie oat be 08 iveqhn 
1 stew’ gooTl sth sai to “lisn-sn oe ” “aah aan | 


ia’ yads dguodt neve  niteslish odt boetsissh “ebbaep aeere 
| nissliod Six: iain 
ef ye : Vs ne 

mq to Jwo Ds 14W Ont ic Binsy tilises salar phi athe i 


orm benisimon jeaw it $83 onti 21 i efidAwW ” = sit qe otistd oF 


inevs Ion st98W ariG lqurroxe"' a eee: 


a ; if ci fucr 2ew zs “oo Prag IG MISS od B 
San W ns lesa isool yd bertsvog , anc. a 


is 
- - ¥ : *) 
Si@l TS tevuwA , Bid = “(bad 


205 


that sentiment was strongly in favor of conscription, 
as in the western provinces, men were conscripted. 
Where that sentiment was against conscription, as in 
many parts of the eastern provinces, men were 
exempted. The aggregate result of this discrimin- 
ative application of the exempting power is shown in 
the fact that from one-third of the population living 
west of the Great Lakes one-half of the drafted men 
have been taken despite the fact that this area also 
provided thousands more than its quota to the volun- 
taryarmy 

The official statement, like its predecessors, 
confirmed the view that the Military Service Act was 
more truly a measure of restriction than of conscrip- 
tion. It had restricted and not enlarged the stream of 
reinforcements. It restricted the raising of reinforce- 
ments unfairly to those sections of the country where 
local sentiment was favorable to compulsory service. 
And instead of making military service a universal 
duty, it has restricted the duty of Serine to men whom 
the accident of age placed in class I. 19 


A Journal charge that it was ''the limit of absurdity'"' to 
suppose that voluntary enlistment would have supplied the reinforce- 
ments required for the Canadian army only resulted in a repeat of the 
figures and argument which the Bulletin had used earlier. 197 

The Alberta press also showed interest in the alien 
question, An Ottawa dispatch of August 16 was carried by several 
Alberta papers. All enemy aliens over the age of sixteen were 
required to register. Previously aliens who had no permanent place 
of residence were required to report monthly to the chief of police. 
The new legislation was not all inclusive. Certain friendly aliens, 
namely ''Czechs or members of the Bohemian National Alliance, 
Turkish subjects who are by race Greeks, Armenians, Assyrians''!98 
or of other communities opposed to the Turkish regime were exempted. 
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In addition to registration, travel was restricted. Enemy aliens had 
to produce ''certificates of parole''!99 with notice of permission to 
travel in order to move from one place to another. These new regu- 
lations were welcomed by some of the western newspapers. The 
Edmonton Bulletin quoted the Regina Leader when it declared that the 
only place where an increase in the use of the German language was 
desirable was in the areas behind the allied lines where German 
prisoners were held. 200 While the Bulletin tended to agree with this 
point of view, it did question why the new regulation requiring the 
registration of aliens over sixteen was necessary in view of the fact 
that all persons in the country had been required to register earlier. 

We seem to be getting long on registration and short 

on results. Last June everybody in the country, alien 

or other, man or woman, over sixteen years of age 

was required to register, and either did so or left 

himself or herself open to punishment, disfranchise- 

ment and civil disabilities of various kinds. Nothing 

has yet been done in the way of making use of the 

information thus compiled, so far as the public is 

aware. 

The Bulletin's criticisms of August 26 were timely as 
the government released its interim report on registration on Aug- 
ust 29. The total registration in Canada was over five million with 
317,402 registered in Alberta. This proved interesting as it equalled 
earlier estimates but the most relevant part of the report was the sec- 
tion related to the labour supply. The report insisted that there were 


many Canadians in Canada who were trained in farm work but who 


were employed in other occupations. The report questioned the 
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position adopted by those who maintained that conscription was deplet- 
ing farm labour. The report stated that it had ''been demonstrated 
beyond question" that there was ''an abundant supply of experienced 
labour willing on request to devote itself to agricultural work. 1202 
The Calgary Canadian was not at all satisfied with the 

conscription measure and in its last major editorial on the subject 
called for equal conscription for all, although the Canadian would have 
preferred no compulsory service. The Canadian objected to the appli- 
cation of conscription to ''certain men while others are not required to 


im 


make any sacrifices. Insaddition.to, “people; settng. off, 1203 the 
Canadian objected to profiteers and suggested that all people should be 
conscripted for labour with equal wages for all. 

Other Alberta papers seemed to have lost interest in 
the conscription question in September. Reports from the front and 
the presence of the Americans with their huge population seemed to 
have relaxed public concern over the necessity of supplying reserves. 
In addition the call-up in Canada was suspended in September due to 
the influenza epidemic. This gap in recruiting was partially filled by 
thei transfer of part of,\the Royal North West Mounted Police into the 
C.E.F. Several units were placed on active service, leaving five 
hundred stationed in western Canada with functions similar to those of 
204 


the Dominion Police. 


During September controversy over the entrance of 
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Mennonites into Canada was given considerable attention. The Calgary 
Herald declared that ''Western Canada wants no more draft evaders, '' 
and enquired as to why the Mennonites should be considered a ''special 
case. ''*99 Since they had failed to register for the draft and were not 
yet naturalized Canadian citizens as they had not been in Canada for 
five years, ''they were still subject to American law and should be 


1206 


held accountable under the Canadian American draft treaty, argued 


the Herald. 

The Dominion Government cannot afford to make 
it possible for Mennonites from across the border to 
evade their duty as American citizens by merely cross- 
ing the international boundary line. To do so would not 
only bring the, government into contempt, but would give 
just cause for complaint on the part of the American 
authorities. 207 


The primary concern of the press with respect to Men- 
nonite immigration was the fact that these people were not to be sub- 
jected to compulsory military service. The Bulletin found the state- 
ment of the Superintendent of Immigration at Ottawa to the Mennonites 
"remarkable.'' ''It establishes that these people are coming to Canada 
because the government invited them to come, 1208 stated the Bulletin, 
and to get them to come the government assured them that they would 
notiber habhe do niserviee tnder theiMilitary SernvrcegAct. 

It was not for the purpose of making Canada an 

asylum for slackers and a paradise of refuge for semi- 


citizens that Canadians enlisted to fight for the over- 
throw of autocracy. And it will be a poor reward for 
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Bulletin (Edmonton), September 30, 1918, p. 7. 
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their ‘Self sacrifice’ if} in ‘their absence, people of this 
class are allowed to come in, further dilute the national 
sentiment of the Dominion, lay hold upon its resources, 
and thus narrow the opportunities the returned soldiers 
will have to live and prosper in the country for which 
they dare fighting. 


The Bulletin, normally a defender of minority groups, 
found it difficult to understand how the government could disfranchise 
alien groups on one hand and then on the other hand admit Mennonites 
and exempt them from military service. 210 The Bulletin continued to 
defend the loyalty of the French Canadians and found the charges of the 
Reverend K. H. Palmer, that French Canadians were hampering the 
war effort, disconcerting. 


After having aroused all the passions of racial 
and sectarian bigotry against the Roman Catholic 
church for purposes of the election it is rather discon- 
certing to have one of.the most active agents of that 
campaign now cavorting around the country advertising 
the fact. thatthe Jesuits and the Pope have enough pull 
to keep their students for the priesthood out of the army 
in defiance of the law when the sons of widowed mothers 
and crippled fathers are told that patriotism demands 
service.and sacrifice on their part. Whatever Rev. Mr. 
Palmer's intentions or desires may be, at. any rate he 
is giving the measure of the sincerity of the Borden 
government in its anti-Catholic campaign of last Dec- 
ember. 411 


On October 12 the Bulletin declared Union government 
a failure since ''figures prove that both in the raising of reinforcements 


and in the production of supplies''“!4 


the Union government had done 
less than the Conservative government which preceded it. '‘'Autocratic 


government in Canada has been a failure both as the agency for 
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administrating public affairs,'' declared the Bulletin. ''It is now under 


fire of protests from those newspapers which helped to establish 


1. 213 The Bulletin also refused to believe the verdict of Mr. Justice 


McLennon of his inquiry into the military vote case in the constituency 
of St- John-Iberville in Quebec. The Bulletin criticized the judge and 
his verdict and then proceeded to state ''How Union Government Wins 
Elections. '«!4 
At the elections of 1917 military officers, no 

doubt under Government direction, decided who should 

be elected and who defeated. The soldier must do as 

bews told at perilor liberty and life.) )Avcivilian 

majority could be swamped at will in any constituency, 

and was so swamped in as many constituencies as the 

election managers for the Government thought necessary 

or desirable. <!° 

During October the press showed some concern over the 

government's order which forbade strikes or lockouts in Canada until 
the end of the war. 216 Those who disobeyed this order and were of 
military age were to be drafted whether employer or employee. In 
Calgary the Labour Union passed resolutions demanding that the gov- 
ernment rescind the order forbidding strikes and proceeded to defy 
the government omder, 217 While some Alberta papers speculated that 
the Calgary strikers would be called out, it was rumoured that the 


Alle} 


government would widen the scope of the no strike order. "No one 


in Canada questions the right of workers to settle their differences 
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with their employer by strike methods when all other means fail," 


declared the Calgary Herald. 219 "Nobody outside the Union Govern- 
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ment the Herald evidently means, announced the Bulletin. ‘''The 


ministers have passed an Order in Council making it a punishable 
offence for workers to cease work for their employers. n22l The 
Albertan, which had earlier criticized the government for overlooking 


the Calgary strike, now accused the government of not understanding 


Bee 


the labour situation. The ‘cancellation’ of the charges against- the 


C.P.R. strikers in Calgary clicited an emotional editorial from the 
Edmonton Bulletin. 


ihisnveansi that the order is mot tocbe enforced. 
That is, the Government of Canada issued an order 
that when openly defied it did not attempt to enforce. 
The order was in effect a mandatory conscription of 
labour just as the order of April 20th was a mandatory 
conscription of soldiers. Both are an assumption of 
autocratic authority. Both were revolutionary in their 
character. ieitherijhad the mandate ofthe people 
behind them. Both broke solemn pledges made by the 
Governmentito theipeople chietly concerned: ‘The man- 
datory military conscription order was enforced against 
the people generally and especially against the farmers 
of the west who could not resist except by direct appeal 
to foree for which they. were notanciined. But the labor 
conscription order was not enforced because organized 
labor could make passive resistance effective by a gen- 
eral strike. 223 


With respect to the conscription of farmers, advertise- 


ments in the press by the Military Service Branch intimated that 
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farmers holding exemptions could have them renewed if they could pro- 
vide proof that they were contributing satisfactorily to the country's 
food production. 224 The Bulletin Ao leoes the announcement but 
warned that it was no more definite ''than the exemption certificates 
held by farmers last spring which were cancelled and whose holders 


were taken from the fields. 1225 


The other papers seemed to have lost 
interest in the conscription issue and devoted their attention to the flu 
epidemic and the itioiwated end to,the. war.),The Albertan objected to 
charges by the Bulletin that the government was criminally negligent 
in not having established a national quarantine against the flu 
epidemic, 226 
The, Bulletin. objected to most actions of-the Union gov- 
ernment and editorially denounced the late publication of an Order in 
Council which required men of military age to carry a certificate 
issued by a justice of the peace as to the year of his birth or as to the 
date of his marriage. The Order in Council which was passed on the 
nineteenth of September was retroactive to September 1 although it 
was not published in the Canada Gazette until October 5. The Bulletin 
objected to the change in regulations as a certificate signed by two 
reputable citizens had been acceptable prior to September 1, 1918. 
"Thousands of men,’ declared the Bulletin, ''are carrying these certi- 


ficates,in, blissful ignorance of the fact that they are of no value. W227 


224 
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The Bulletin maintained that any individual could be placed in an army 
camp and treated as a military deserter. In addition, a fine of fifty 
dollars, a month's imprisonment or both could be levied if an individ- 
ual failed to produce the appropriate documents. 228 The Bulletin also 
seemed to be questioning the censorship legislation. 

Will at render the, Bulletin liable to suppression 

and the editor to five thousand dollars fine and five 
years iniprisonment to ask if the men responsible for 
the passing of such an order on the 19th of September, 
making it effective from September Ist and solemnly 
publishing itvin the official gazettervare drunk or 

crazy 2229 

The announcement of the unconditional surrender of 
Turkey and rumours that revolution had broken out in Austria occupied 
the front pages of the Alberta press on November 1. The surrender 
of Germany seuried imminent and most Alberta papers Greicd that 
the eastward advance of the western front precluded other news on 
November 4 and reports of an impending peace were received with 
enthusiasm during the next few days. The acceptance of the armistice 
terms by Germany and the end of hostilities on November 11, 1918 
was welcomed by the press. 

With the end of the war, the question of the enforcement 
of the Military Service Act became rather academic and the debate 
settled around what action was to be taken against defaulters and em- 
ployers who had employed people without proper papers. Employers 
who had disregarded the laws with respect to hiring could be subject 


to a maximum six months imprisonment and a five hundred dollar 


fine, 30 On November 17 the government announced that defaulters 
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would be punished although no definite decision as to what action should 
be taken was reached. It was suggested, however, that the punishment 
should include disfranchisement for a definite period of time. 2>! This 
suggestion did not impress the Edmonton Bulletin which suggested that 
Mthe nian woo Was Willing Lope ruled*by the funs rather, than fight is 
not likely to be enough concerned about the question of who does rule 
him to feel penalized if his vote is cancelled. n232 

The Bulletin stated that the concern shown by Ottawa 
over the matter was political and not punitive. ''29% To suppose that 
the ''Government would lose an opportunity to use any possible excuse 
as a reason for carrying through further measures of disfranchisement 
would not be, reasonable, 1234 declared the Bulletin. The removal of 
the vote ''will not ane the defaulted, but it may better the Govern- 
ment's chances of retaining power at the elections. "235 The Edmonton 
Journal denied the charges and pointed. out ''the fact that these people 
will vote against the government is not enough reason to give them the 
vote, 1436 . 

The Bullctin sympathized with the growing criticism of 
the Union government and supported the call of the Canadian Council of | 
Agriculture for the "repeal of the War-time Elections Act, ‘the suspen- 


sien ef government by Order in Council, the restoration of representa- 


tive rights and duties of Parliament, the removal of censorship and 


231 i 
ibid. 2 November 18, 1918, pi 1, 
ra A 233°) 234 0) 255.5% 
Ibid, Ioid, Ibid. Ibid. 
236 


Journal, November 22, 1918, p. 4. 
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permission of free speech. "237 The Bulletin also criticised the gov - 
ernment's moves with respect to reconstruction. 

Whether the Union Government fell down because 

it could not enforce conscription or because it could but 
did not want to, its failure to provide reinforcements in 
the number declared necessary forbids hope that it will 
supply a reconstruction measure of the kind that is now 
necessary. 

At the end of 1918 it appeared that defaulters would still 
be prosecuted. On December 7, Meighen declared that it was the pol- 
icy of the government to convict offenders and that there would be no 

: \ 
amnesty under the law. 239 Of the eight thousand Alberta men called 
up under the Military Service Act, five hundred had failed to report 


for duty and another five hundred and thirty-five had failed to register 


under the Act. 240 


erat (Edmonton), December 3, 1918, p. 7. 


238 239 


Ibid. ibid, ‘December 97:10 18%) ps cdi2, 


240... 
Ibid., December 16, 1918, p. 3. 
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CONCLUSION 


The Ae had. a dramatic affect on the Alberta press. 
Although there were a few pacifistic declarations during the war, 
newspapers in the province took a loyal attitude, openly and enthusi- 
astically supporting the war effort. They.encouraged enlistment, 
asked for contributions to patriotic funds and published the names of 
subscribers. to Victory Loans. Agreement about the necessity and 
correctness of the allied cause was so self-evident that it was usually 
only discussed when it was necessary to point out to dissident elements 
in Quebec, their. patriotic duty. 

The press agreed that the war should be conducted 
efficiently and that Canada should make her contributions quickly and 
doer gshate. sHow tojarnrive atahese Se as Led, to disagreements 
between Alberta papers. The greatest criticism of the Borden govern- 
ment came from papers which were traditional opponents of the Borden 
government but even pro-government papers offered suggestions. This 
is not to imply that the opposition was solidified. The Liberals cer- 
tainly were not a unified party and the events arising out of the con- 
Scmiption issue attest to thisjpoint. .Thisjmay;be best illustrated by 
examining the eee weekly press. 

Although many weekly newspapers offered little editorial 
comment on national or international affairs, most of them carried 
war news. Editorially they often avoided controversial issues. Con- 
scription was one of these. Of the ninety-two weekly papers 
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examined, sixty-two offered no editorial comment on conscription in 
Rolie Orinose who commented, twenty-nine supported compulsory 
military service while one disagreed. This is not to suggest that all 
papers agreed with the Military Service Act, only that they were in 
favour of conscription in principle. Many of these papers Polewed 
the lead of the Alberta dailies, some of which demanded conscription 
of wealth and conscription of labour for war production in addition to 
conscription for military service. The number of editorials in the 
weekly press might lead one to underestimate the concern over the 
issue. This impression may be corrected by examining the position 
of the press with respect to the federal election of 1917. 

Two elections were held in Alberta in 1917--the prov- 
incial election in June and the federal election in December. In the 
provincial election forty-one of the weeklies supported the Liberals, 
eighteen gave their support to the Conservatives, four to other candi- 
dates and twenty-eight contained no Der oe Ceccncnt or adopted a 
neutral position. 2 

The number of papers which contained little or no 
political comment is not hee sete as twelve seats in the provincial 
legislature were not contested and several of the papers which did not 
comment were located in these ridings. Furthermore, the weeklies, 
even those whose partisanship was clearly evident, usually tooka 


very soft line politically although there were vehement supporters of 


1 The position taken by individual newspapers is outlined 
in Appendix III which also contains a summary of the attitude of the 
Alberta press to conscription and Union government. 

“The Alberta Non-Partisan was not publishing at this 
tiie. 
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all political groups in the election. What is surprising is the shift 
which occurs by December. One must be careful in comparing the 
voting results from these two elections for several reasons. Con- 
stituencies differ in size and location. The provincial Liberal parties 
on the prairies had tended to alienate themselves from the federal 
Liberals in order to maintain the support of the low tariff farm vote. 
The new electoral laws altered the size and nature of the electorate 
in the federal election of December 7, 1917. However, since we are 
not comparing voting patterns but the changes in the political stances 
of various papers, our analysis is not affected by these changes. 
Prior to the federal election of 1917 Alberta papers were usually con- 
sistently partisan or consistently non-political in their views, hence 
our observations on their behaviour are useful. 

In December of 1917 sixty-three of the Alberta weeklies 
supported the Unionist cause. Of the eighteen papers which had sup- 
ported the Conservatives in the provincial election in June, sixteen 
supported the Unionist cause. One turned Liberal and one remained 
undecided. Of the forty-one weeklies supporting the Liberals in June, 
only six papers remained Liberal; twenty-seven turned to the Unionist 
cause and eight adopted a non-political format. Not all Alberta week- 
lies preferred to avoid the issucs however. In June, twenty-eight 
weekly newspapers offered no political comment but in December only 
eight of these continued to adopt a non-political line. Since the major 
issue in the Federal election of 1917 was conscription, there can be 
little doubt that it was this issue which was responsible for the political 
shift in the Alberta weekly press. 


Part of the Alberta daily press had also undergone a 
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2t9 
transition in political allegiance after the formation of a pro- 
conscription party... , Indeed,..it\was the, Calgary Albertan;-a, dormer 
Liberal daily, which led the crusade for a coalition win-the-war gov- 
ernment. Four Alberta dailies did not change their political image to 
any great degree. The Calgary Herald and the Edmonton Journal 
followed Sir Robert Borden and the Conservative party into the Union- 
ist fold while the Edmonton Bulletin and the Calgary Canadian, 
formerly the News Lelegram,.emained Laberal.pelbbree Alberta 
dailies which had previously supported the Liberal party rallied to the 
Unionist cause--the Lethbridge Herald, the Calgary Albertan, and the 
Medicine Hat News. 

While the Calgary Canadian was the only Alberta daily 
which strongly opposed the principle of conscription, it was the other 
Liberal daily, the Edmonton Bulletin which led the campaign for 
Laurier and the Liberals in Alberta. In this they were of course 
unsuccessful. The degree to which the success of the Unionist cause 
was the result of the changing attitudes in the Alberta press may be 
questioned. ft is not the purpose of this thesis to;determine the dégree 
to which newspapers affect the voting patterns of a frontier population, 
rather it is to examine what position was taken by Alberta papers with 
respect to the issues being discussed. The ability of the Alberta 
electorate to ignore the political views of the daily press in the elec- 
toral campaigns following the war should indicate to us the amount of 
caution required in using this information as a reflection of public 
opinion. 

Indeed, it is in the changes which occur in provincial 


and federal politics following the war--in the destruction of the 
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dominance of the traditional parties in Alberta and the Canadian west-- 
that these issues deserve consideration. Among the reasons for these 
changes--the high tariffs, the discrepancies in railway rates, the dis- 
agreement over the federal government's agricultural policy, and the 
emergence of populist ideas--one must consider the promises to west- 
ern farmers made and broken during the conscription crisis. The 
enforcement of the Military Service Act was the platform upon which 
Unton eoverniment was presented to the Canadian people. Yet it was 
the formation of this alliance which helped to destroy the traditional 
parties. It is within this context that an understanding of the Alberta 
press and their attitudes during the conscription crisis in World War I 
is useful. Hopefully, it helps to explain not only the transition from 
the traditional political parties but the distrust by the electorate of the 


press itself. 
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THES LBERTA PRESS: POLITICAL V4EWs AND CONSCRIP FION 


Conservative 

Farm Candidate 

Liberal 

Labour 

Nonpolitical or Neutral 
Non-Partisan 
Undetermined or Undecided 
Unionist 

Not publishing 


A Against Conscription 
F For Conscription 
NeC.)) Not @omment 


The above abbreviations are used in the following table 
to indicate the political leanings of Alberta newspapers and to indicate 
the editorial position of each paper on the conscription issue. 


Provincial Federal 
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Summary of Views of the Weekly Press 


June Provincial Election 


December Federal Election 


Conservative 18 Labour 2 
Farm Candidate ] Liberal 7 
Labour é Non Partisan 2 
Liberal 41 Unionist 63 
Non Partisan 1 No political comment’ =°"15 
No political comment 28 Not publishing s) 
Not publishing 1 "< 
os, Total a 
Total 92 aoe 
Undecided or no political comment in both elections oe 
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Non-political to Unicnist 20 
Liberal to undecided 8 
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Conservative to undecided l 
Non Partisan 2b 
Labour 2 
Farm Candidate ws 
Total va 


2Includes two papers which had ceased publication after June 7. 


bone of these was not published prior to the June election. 


“This paper ceased publication between elections. 
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